Rev 12:14



 is the adversative use
 of the conjunction KAI, meaning “But; However; or Nevertheless.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give” and in the passive voice “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic/historical aorist, which regards a future event as though it had already taken place.


The passive voice indicates that the woman received the action of being given something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “to the woman.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two” plus the noun PTERUX, meaning “wings, of birds Mt 23:37; Lk 13:34; Rev 12:14” (BDAG, p. 895).  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AEROS followed by the masculine singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “of the great eagle” (BDAG, p. 22).
“Nevertheless, the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman,”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce God’s purpose to protect regenerate Israel on the earth during the time of Satan’s desperation, so that she might escape Satan’s persecution.  HINA should be translated “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb PETOMAI, which means “to fly: she might fly” (BDAG, p. 809).

The present tense is a descriptive present for what will occur at the beginning of the Great Tribulation.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, regenerate Israel producing the action.


The subjunctive mood indicates the purpose.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective ERĒMOS, which means “into the desert/wilderness” (the same word used in Rev 12:6).  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS with the third person feminine singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to her place.”
“in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place,”
 is the adverb of place HOPOU, meaning “where,” followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb TREPHW, which means “to be feed, nourished, or supported” (the same verb used in verse 6).

The present tense is a progressive present for a continuous action throughout the last half of the Tribulation.

The passive voice indicates that the woman will receive the action of being sustained.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of place EKEI, which means “there” or “in that place.”  This is followed by the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “time” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine plural of KAIROS, meaning “times,” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative neuter singular adjective HĒMISUS, meaning “half” plus the partitive genitive masculine singular from the noun KAIROS, meaning “half of a time.”  The entire phrase “for a time and times and half of a time” refers to the three and a half years of the last half of the Tribulation.  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation meaning “from” with the prepositional phrase PROSWPON plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun OPHIS, meaning “before the snake, or the presence of the serpent.”
“where she will be sustained in that place for a time and times and half of a time from the presence of the serpent.”
Rev 12:14 corrected translation
“Nevertheless, the two wings of the great eagle [divine protection] were given to the woman, in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she will be sustained in that place for a time and times and half of a time from the presence of the serpent.”
Explanation:
1.  “Nevertheless, the two wings of the great eagle [divine protection] were given to the woman [regenerate Israel],”

a.  In contrast to Satan’s persecution of Israel, God provides His personal protection to believers during the last half of the Tribulation.

b.  Eagles wings are a metaphor for divine protection.  “The eagle was also renowned for its devotion to its young and its method of teaching them to fly: it will drop one of the young birds from a great height, then swoop underneath to catch the fledgling and carry it on its strong wings.  This imagery provided the metaphor of Yahweh carrying the Israelites out of Egypt on eagles’ wings.”



(1)  Ex 19:4, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.”


(2)  Dt 32:11, “Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that hovers over its young, He spread His wings and caught them, He carried them on His pinions.”


(3)  Ps 55:6-8, “I said, ‘Oh, that I had wings like a dove!  I would fly away and be at rest.  Behold, I would wander far away, I would lodge in the wilderness. Selah.  I would hasten to my place of refuge from the stormy wind and tempest.”


(4)  Ps 91:1-4, “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!’  For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper and from the deadly pestilence.  He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.”

c.  The great eagle represents the Trinity.  All three members of the Trinity participate in the protection of believers on earth during the last half of the Tribulation, especially Jewish believers, who are the objects of Satan’s intense fury.


d.  Therefore, this statement is saying that the woman, representing Israel, is granted the divine blessing of protection and safety in her flight into the wilderness and safety and protection once there.


e.  Zech 13:8 indicates that two-thirds of Israel will perish in the land at this time, “‘It will come about in all the land,’ declares the Lord, ‘that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in it.’”

2.  “in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place,”

a.  It is God’s purpose to protect regenerate Israel on the earth during the time of Satan’s desperation, so that she might escape Satan’s persecution.

b.  God provides complete protection for Israel’s flight into the wilderness, which we saw in verse 6.

c.  The place in the desert or wilderness that has been previously prepared by God is most likely the high desert country in the eastern part of the country boarding Edom, Moab, and Ammon.


d.  The Lord mentions this flight in Mt 24:15-22, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation [the idolatrous statute of the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire] which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand = just like what happened when the statue of Antiochus Epiphanes was set up in the Temple from 168 to 165 B.C.), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains; whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house.  Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.  But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!  But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.  For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.  Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.”
3.  “where she will be sustained in that place for a time and times and half of a time from the presence of the serpent.”

a.  Israel will be sustained both spiritually and materially in that mountainous wilderness for three and a half years, until the second advent of Christ.  “In this place of refuge the woman will receive nourishment from God just as Elijah received food at the brook Cherith and as Israel received manna in the wilderness.  This is a critical provision because no one will be able to buy or sell without the mark of the beast during this three and one half years.”


b.  In this place of refuge, which God has prepared ahead-of-time for them, regenerate Israel will be sustained and protected by God.



(1)  The concept of sustaining includes both temporal and spiritual sustenance.



(2)  These believers will continue to need the word of God taught and explained to them for their spiritual nourishment.



(3)  They will also continue to need daily logistical grace support of food, shelter, clothing, etc.


c.  The phrase “a time and times and half of a time” comes directly from:



(1)  Dan 7:25, “He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.”


(2)  Dan 12:7, “I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and as soon as they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be completed.”


(3)  “The expression in Dan 12:7 is commonly thought to describe the oppression of the Jews under Antiochus Epiphanes from 168 to 165 B.C., a period of approximately three and a half years.  Since, however, Antiochus Epiphanes is a type of the antichrist who is to appear before Christ’s second coming, the expression in both Daniel passages (7:25; 12:7) applies also to the future oppression of God’s people by the antichrist.  The words ‘half a time’ then refer to a sudden end to this oppression; cf. Jesus’ words in Mt 24:22, ‘for the sake of the elect those days [of tribulation] will be shortened’.  The dispensational interpretation understands the expression as pointing to the ‘great tribulation’ of the people of Israel that will occur during the second half of the seven-year tribulation period immediately before Christ’s return.  This understanding is derived from Dan 9:27, ‘and for half of the week he shall cause sacrifice and offering to cease’.  In Rev 12:14 the expression is obviously taken from Dan 7:25 and 12:7.  The expression refers to the terrible time of persecution by the antichrist, who under the figure of the beast is said in Rev 13:5 to exercise authority for forty-two months — an obvious parallel to ‘time, times, and half a time,’ or approximately three and a half years (see also Rev 11:2).  Rev 12:14 states that the woman (symbolizing the messianic community [=believers]) will be nourished and protected in the wilderness (a place of refuge) during the antichrist’s cruel reign.  The same point is made in Rev 12:6, which says that the woman will be nourished in the wilderness for 1260 days — another parallel expression (cf. 11:3).  According to the dispensational interpretation, ‘time, times, and half a time’ in Rev 12:14 means the second half of Daniel’s seventieth week — a time of terrible suffering for the people of Israel, inaugurated when the antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel in the middle of the seventieth week.”


d.  Israel is protected from the greatest satanically inspired anti-Semitism that will ever exist.  Satan will motivate unbelievers everywhere to murder the Jews.  But his most concentrated attack will come from an invading army (the king of the north) that sweeps down through the valleys of Israel and annihilates everyone in its path.  Because these believers are in the mountainous wilderness, this invading mechanized force does not bother with this tough terrain.  It has a greater objective of world domination and the riches of Africa.  Therefore, this army bypasses this Jewish remnant being protected by the Lord.

e.  Satan will send many false prophets and people who declare themselves to be the Messiah in an attempt to deceive these believers from coming out of their mountain hiding places.  But all of his attempts will be unsuccessful.  Mt 24:23-26, “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him.  For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.  Behold, I have told you in advance.  So if they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them.”
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