Rev 11:4



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These men.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Lord’s two witnesses produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural article and cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “the two” and the noun ELAIA, meaning “olive trees Rom 11:4, 17, 24; Mt 21:1; 24:3; 26:30; Mk 11:1; 13:3; 14:26; Lk 19:37; 22:39; Jn 8:1.”

“These men are the two olive trees”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article, the cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “the two” and the noun LUCHNIA, meaning “lampstands upon which lamps were placed or hung as in Rev 1:12-13, 20; 2:1, 5; 11:4.”
  Then we have the appositional or explanatory nominative from the feminine plural article, used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which (lampstands).”  This article is part of an articular participle (see below).  Then we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “before the Lord.”  The noun KURIOS is then modified or described by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”  Finally, the nominative masculine (notice this is a masculine participle modifying a feminine noun!) plural perfect active participle from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: who are standing.”

We actually have an articular participle  with   added as a prepositional phrase between the article and its participle to further explain who these two men are.  The article is feminine because the word lampstand (LUCHNIAI) is feminine, but the participle is masculine because the two witnesses are men.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which presents the present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that these two male witnesses produce the action of standing.


The participle is circumstantial.
“and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.”
Rev 11:4 corrected translation
“These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  “These men are the two olive trees”

a.   John now explains that these two witnesses for the Lord during the Tribulation are analogous to the two olive trees and two lampstands of Zech 4, which are analogous to Joshua, the high priest, and Zerubbabel, the governor of Jerusalem for the rebuilding of Jerusalem.
Zech 4:1-6, “Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who is awakened from his sleep.  He said to me, ‘What do you see?’  And I said, ‘I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on its left side.’  Then I said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, ‘What are these, my lord?’  So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said to me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’  And I said, ‘No, my lord.’  Then he said to me, ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel saying, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of the armies.’”
Zech 4:11-14, “Then I said to him, ‘What are these two olive trees on the right of the lampstand and on its left?’  And I answered the second time and said to him, ‘What are the two olive branches which are beside the two golden pipes, which empty the golden oil from themselves?’
So he answered me, saying, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my lord.’
Then he said, ‘These are the two anointed ones who are standing by the Lord of the whole earth.’”

b.  The two witnesses are analogous to Joshua, the high priest, and Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah (mentioned in the line of Christ in both Matthew’s and Luke’s genealogies), in charge of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity.

c.  The two witnesses for Christ during the last half of the Tribulation are like Joshua and Zerubbabel were the two great witnesses for Christ after the Babylonian captivity.


d.  The olive tree provided the oil for the lamps.  The oil is analogous to the power of God the Holy Spirit within these two witnesses.  These two witnesses for Christ during the last half of the Tribulation are empowered by the Holy Spirit, just as Joshua and Zerubbabel were empowered, and the two witnesses will be witnesses for Christ during the time of historical crisis in Jerusalem, just as Joshua and Zerubbabel were in the past.
2.  “and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.”

a.  This phrase continues the description of the analogy with Joshua and Zerubbabel, Zech 11:14, “These are the two anointed ones who are standing by [before] the Lord of the whole earth.”

b.  The lampstand (with a burning lamp on it) is a picture of someone witnessing for Christ.  These two witnesses are two lampstands, shining the light of the gospel of Christ on the whole world.  This same analogy was used in the teachings of our Lord.


(1)  Mt 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”


(2)  Jn 5:33-35, “You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.  But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.”


(3)  Compare also Paul’s teaching in Phil 2:15, “in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world.”

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is described here as ‘the Lord of the earth’.  This refers to the entire inhabited earth; that is, the people of the earth.  Notice we don’t make Christ Lord of anything; He is already Lord of the inhabited earth.


d.  Standing before the Lord indicates readiness and willingness for service.  These two witnesses are ready and willing to do whatever the Lord wants done during the last half of the Tribulation.


e.  As shining lamps or lampstands these two witnesses will be the light of the world during the last three and a half years of human history before the second advent of Christ.  Their message will be the message of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.
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