Rev 1:20



 is the accusative of respect/general reference
 from the neuter singular (the form is identical to the nominative neuter singular, so don’t get fooled) article and noun MUSTĒRION, which means “With reference to, respect to, or regard to the mystery.”  “In Revelation, the word MUSTĒRION is used in reference to the mysterious things portrayed there. The whole content of the book appears as ‘the mystery of God’ Rev 10:7.  Also ‘the mystery of the seven stars’ Rev 1:20, ‘the mystery of the woman’ Rev 17:7 in each case may mean allegorical significance.”
 With this we have the objective genitive masculine plural from the article and noun ASTĒR with the cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “of the seven stars.”  Then we have the accusative direct object form the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “which you have just seen.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which is used for an event that has just happened.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood indicates the reality of what John saw.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place (which emphasizes the kind of place, one place as opposed to another) from the feminine singular article and adjective DEXIOS with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on My right hand.”
“With reference to the mystery [allegorical significance] of the seven stars which you just saw on My right hand”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of general reference from the feminine plural article, cardinal adjective HEPTA, and noun LUCHNIA, followed by the accusative feminine plural article and adjective CHRUSOUS, meaning “the seven golden lampstands.”
“and the seven golden lampstands;”
 is the nominative masculine plural subject from the article, cardinal adjective HEPTA, and noun ASTĒR, meaning “the seven stars.”  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun AGGELOS, meaning “messengers.”  We transliterate this as “angels,” but the translation is “messenger.”  The meaning of the word is a messenger, someone who brings a message, not necessarily an angel.  The messenger of the local church is the pastor-teacher, elder, or bishop (all three titles being used for the same person, who is in charge of that particular local church).  With this we have the genitive of destination (indicating where the messenger is going) or genitive of purpose (indicating the purpose for the existence of the head noun—the pastor exists for the purpose of the churches) (or possibly subordination—the substantive in the genitive specifies that which is subordinated to or under the dominion of the head noun) from the feminine plural article, cardinal adjective HEPTA, and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “over the seven assemblies.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is a descriptive and aoristic present for a state or condition that currently exists without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the seven stars produce the action of being what they are.


The indicative mood is declarative for the simple statement of fact.
“the seven stars are the messengers to [for, over] the seven assemblies,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun LUCHNIA with the feminine plural article, cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “the seven lampstands.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural cardinal adjective HEPTA plus the noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “the seven assemblies.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”


The present tense is a descriptive and aoristic present for a state or condition that currently exists without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the seven lampstands produce the action of being what they are.


The indicative mood is declarative for the simple statement of fact.
“and the seven lampstands are the seven assemblies.”

Rev 1:20 corrected translation
“With reference to the mystery [allegorical significance] of the seven stars which you just saw on My right hand and the seven golden lampstands; the seven stars are the messengers to [for, over] the seven assemblies, and the seven lampstands are the seven assemblies.”
Explanation:
1.  “With reference to the mystery [allegorical significance] of the seven stars which you just saw on My right hand and the seven golden lampstands;”

a.  Our Lord continues His statement to John by explaining to John what the symbols that John saw represent.  The two symbols that John has just seen are the seven stars and the seven golden lampstands.

b.  The word ‘mystery’ refers to the allegorical representation or symbolizing of something.  The stars and the lampstands are used to represent or symbolize something that actually exists in the real world.

c.  The hidden meaning or mystery of these two symbols is now revealed by our Lord, fulfilling the principle of:



(1)  Mt 10:26b, “for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.”  Mk 4:22, “For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it would come to light.”  Lk 8:17, “For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light.”  Lk 12:2, “But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.”


(2)  Mt 13:35, “This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: ‘I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world.’”  Lk 10:21, “At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.’”



(3)  Col 2:3, “in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”


d.  Once John receives the explanation of this mystery he will in turn fulfill the principles of

1 Cor 2:7, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory.”


e.  This verse also fulfills the principle of Amos 3:7, “Surely the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.”


f.  The fact that these stars are “on the right hand” of the exalted Christ indicates that they are under His protection and control.


g.  The fact that our Lord stands among the lampstands (churches) indicates His immediate presence among His people for protection and guidance.
2.  “the seven stars are the messengers to [for, over] the seven assemblies, and the seven lampstands are the seven assemblies.”

a.  The verb “to be: are” is used here in the sense “they represent” or “they symbolize.”

b.  Our Lord now explains that the seven stars represent or symbolize the messengers to, for, or over the seven assemblies or churches.


c.  These seven assemblies have already been identified in Rev 1:4, “John, to the seven churches in Asia.”  The lampstands represent these seven local churches in the Roman province of Asia.  These seven churches are again identified in the next two chapters.

d.  There is no argument among biblical scholars over the fact that the Lord is referring to seven local churches and that the lampstands represent these seven local churches of Asia.  However, there is great debate over who or what the seven stars are.  The suggestions are that the stars are: guardian angels of the churches, pastors, messengers from the churches to John, messengers from John to the churches, or simply personifications of the churches.



(1)  With regard to the view that the ‘messengers’ are angels, Dr. Thomas completely refutes this idea with the following logic: “The complexity of the communication process is one thing that raises problems with this view.  It presumes that Christ is sending a message to heavenly brings through John, an earthly agent, so that it may reach earthly churches through angelic representatives.  An even more decisive consideration against the view of guardian angels lies in the sinful conduct of which these angels are accused [in chapters 2-3].”



(2)  With regard to the view that the ‘messengers’ are personifications, Dr. Thomas completely refutes this idea with the following logic: “That the churches represented by the lampstands…are objective realities argues strongly for the objective reality of the angeloi.  The double symbolism [of the angels and churches] entails understanding a star to be a symbol for an angel who in turn is a symbol for a church.  If this is the case, the stars and the lampstands have identical meanings.  This is too strained to be the correct meaning.”


e.  The fact that a written document is to be composed and sent by John to each of the ‘messengers’ of these churches indicates that these messengers are not angels, but human beings.


f.  The messenger of the local church is the person who presents the message of the gospel to the congregation.  That person is the pastor-teacher of the local church as in Eph 4:11ff, “And He gave others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, …the entire body, being joined together and being instructed by every supporting joint [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power—in measure one [joint] for the benefit of each part, is caused to produce for itself the growth of the body resulting in the building up of one another by means of unconditional love.”

g.  The purpose of the letters in chapters 2-3 are to continue and fulfill this purpose stated in Ephesians.  Angels cannot do this and personifications of the churches cannot do this.


h.  These messengers or pastors have been sent to each of these local churches by God the Holy Spirit.  They have a purpose to fulfill in each local church.  And they have authority over their own local church.


i.  A star produces light from its own inner resources.  The pastor produces the light of the word of God from his own inner resources of the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in his soul.  The light of the word of God in his soul then illuminates the rest of the congregation with the light of the word of God.  This is why the star analogy is used.


j.  The lampstand analogy is used because the lampstand supports the light, just as the congregation supports the pastor.

� Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 204.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 662). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Thomas, p. 117.





PAGE  
1

