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


- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, which means “the things which” and refers to the Bible doctrines Paul has taught.  Then we have the Attic Greek correlative use of conjunction KAI, used with itself, meaning “both…and…and, etc.”  With this we have a series of four verbs, all in the second person plural aorist active indicative.

First, we have the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”

Second, we have the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to accept someone’s teaching” “Sometimes the emphasis lies not so much on receiving or taking over, as on the fact that the word implies agreement or approval, to accept with regard to teaching and preaching.”


Third, we have the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

Fourth, we have the verb EIDON, which means “to see, perceive; take notice of, noted; to experience something (to see death); and to come or learn to know someone.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers and other believers throughout the Church Age produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of me.”  Paul uses the same construction with the same meaning in Gal 1:24, “They glorified God because of me (EN plus EGW).”  (This cannot be the instrumental of means, since that is used only for impersonal agency.  Personal agency is expressed by ablative of agency, with or without the preposition HUPO, which we do not have here.  The instrumental of agency is used only with verbs in the middle and passive voice, which we also do not have here.)
“Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me,”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PRASSW, which means “to practice.”

The present tense is a progressive and durative present for an action that has begun in the past and is expected to continue throughout the rest of their spiritual lives.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes (the Philippians and all of us) are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“practice these things;”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God” plus the genitive of product [translated: which produces] from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, prosperity, harmony.”  “The genitive substantive is the product of the noun to which it stands related.  Frequently  will be the head noun and the genitive an abstract term.  This category is similar to an objective genitive, but whereas with the objective genitive the head noun is to be converted into a verb, the head noun in this construction remains a noun.  The verbal idea is implied from the word ‘of’.  This usage of the genitive is not common.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: shall be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.

The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning—God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with all of you.”
“and the God who produces prosperity shall be with all of you.”
Phil 4:9 corrected translation
“Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me, practice these things; and the God who produces prosperity shall be with all of you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me,”

a.  Paul continues with his instructions to believers in general in the Philippian church.

b.  There are many things that these believers have seen Paul do in the execution of the spiritual life, but he only emphasizes those that are most important in advancing in the spiritual life.

c.  Paul mentions four things:



(1)  What we have learned.



(2)  What we have accepted.



(3)  What we have heard.



(4)  What we have come to know.


d.  What we have here is a parallel repetition: A is to B as A is to B.



(1)  This type of instruction is very prominent in Proverbs.



(2)  The first and third verbs (learning and hearing) go together, just as the second and fourth verbs (accepted and come to know) go together.


e.  All four of these verbs emphasize the process of:



(1)  Hearing the word of God taught



(2)  Coming to the point of understanding what was taught.



(3)  Accepting what was taught as true.



(4)  And learning the word of God as the supreme function of the spiritual life.


f.  Paul set the example for Gentile believers of the importance of the word of God in the life of the believer.  Nothing was more important to Paul, which is why he spent so much time emphasizing the importance of learning and applying the word of God.


g.  We cannot learn anything about God or what He wants unless we make the decision from our own free will to go to wherever Bible doctrine is taught.


h.  We cannot learn Bible doctrine unless we accept the teaching as correct, accurate, and authoritative.  If we reject what is taught, we have learned nothing.  If we accept what is taught as true, but do not accept it as authoritative in our life, we have learned nothing.

i.  We cannot accept the teaching of the word of God as true and authoritative in our life unless we have gone to Bible class or turned on a machine (TV, radio, tape recorder, MP3 player, DVD player, etc.) so we can hear the word of God taught.


j.  Learning the word of God, so that it transforms us into the image and glory of God, does not come by the hearing of the word of God taught once.  You have to come to know God through the consistent, repetitious, continuous teaching of His word.  This is a process that takes time and happens over the course of hundreds and even thousands of times hearing the word of God taught.


k.  We come to know God the Father through the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ by the consistent and persistent perseverance of positive volition to hearing and learning the word of God taught.  This is God’s system for the Church Age and it will not change until the exit-resurrection of the Church takes place.

2.  “practice these things;”

a.  This is the key to interpretation of this verse.  We are commanded to practice the things just mentioned.

b.  We are commanded to practice coming to know things about the spiritual life, 2 Pet 3:18, “But grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

c.  We are commanded to practice listening to the teaching of the word of God.  Jam 1:19b, “But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.”


(1) We are not to be those who have ears but cannot hear because of their own negative volition and rejection of the truth.  We are to be hearers of the word of God indeed.  James 1:21-25, “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer [does not apply what he has learned], he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it [obedience is the application of doctrine], not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does [apply doctrine he has learned].”


(2)  We are responsible for our own volitional decisions with regard to learning the word of God, Rev 13:9, “If anyone has an ear, he must hear.”

d.  We are commanded to learn Bible doctrine as a major function of our spiritual life.



(1)  Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”


(2)  2 Tim 3:16-17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be mature, equipped for every good work.”


(3)  2 Tim 1:13-14, “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.”


(4)  Eph 4:11-13, “then He (Jesus Christ) gave some apostles, and some prophets, and others evangelists, and others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ until we all attain the objective [pleroma status] because of the system from doctrine, and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.”


(5)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”

e.  This verse is a repetition of the principle Paul mentioned in Phil 3:17, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.”
3.  “and the God who produces prosperity shall be with all of you.”

a.  Paul used this same statement just before the end of his letter to the Romans, Rom 15:33, “Now the God of [who produces] prosperity be with all of you.  Amen.”

b.  The God who produces spiritual prosperity is God the Father.  He has given everything by way of spiritual wealth to His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Jesus Christ is the heir of God the Father and we are joint-heirs with Christ, Rom 8:16-17, “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our human spirit that we are children of God.  Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God [the Father], and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with Christ.”

d.  God the Father produced a plan of spiritual prosperity based upon the amount of Bible doctrine we learn, have come to know, and accept (or believe).

e.  This spiritual wealth is “the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”


(1)  Eph 1:5-8, “by means of virtue love He [God the Father] has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ according to the grace purpose of His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the Beloved; by whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application [prudence].”


(2)  Eph 3:16-17, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your right lobes through doctrine, when you have been rooted and established with virtue-love.”

f.  We have the indwelling of all three members of the Trinity (the God who produces prosperity) as the guarantee of the riches of His wealth being available to us now and forevermore.
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