Philippians 4:7



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed, Certainly, Really, In fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, harmony; that is, spiritual prosperity.”  With this we have the genitive of production or producer [translated produced by] from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “produced by God.”  “The genitive substantive produces the noun to which it stands related.  For the word of supply produced by.  This usage is similar to a subjective genitive, but the genitive of production is either not related to a verbal noun or expresses a relation to a verbal noun that is better translated as ‘produced by’ than by converting the genitive into the subject and converting the noun to which it stands related into a verbal form.  It is also similar to a genitive of source, but tends to involve a more active role on the part of the genitive.  Thus, ‘angel from heaven’ (source) simply indicates the source or origin from which the angel came.  But ‘peace of God’ suggests both source and involvement on the part of God.  Phil 4:7, ‘and the peace of God.’   Although this could be an attributed genitive (thus, ‘peacemaking God’), in this context it is doubtful, for it is obvious that God surpasses all understanding (further, that point is later made in verse 9 [‘the God of peace’]).  The subjective genitive will not do for it is the entity, peace, not the act of making it, which is in view.  And a genitive of source, though certainly possible, typically does not imply the element of volition which is seen here.  The thought of production is: ‘the peace produced by God’.”

“Indeed, the spiritual prosperity produced by God,”
- is the appositional nominative feminine singular from the articular present active participle from the verb HUPERECHW, which means “to surpass in quality or value, be better than, surpass, excel, Phil 4:7.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun (“which”), pointing back to the spiritual prosperity of God, which is His thinking in our soul.


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists and will always be true.  God’s prosperity in the spiritual thinking of the spiritual life will always surpass and be better than every system of human thinking.


The active voice indicates that God’s system of divine viewpoint thinking produces the action of surpassing human viewpoint thinking.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the noun NOUS, which means “every thinking or all thinking.”  The implication here is that God’s thinking surpasses all other kinds of thinking, be they human or angelic systems of thinking.
“which surpasses all thinking”
- is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PHROUREW, which means “to provide security, guard, protect, keep Phil 4:7
 (compare Gal 3:23; 1 Pet 1:5)

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that the spiritual prosperity produced by God will continue to produce this action throughout the Church Age and beyond.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of the word of God.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your hearts,” that is the right lobe of the soul.  Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun NOĒMA plus the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your thoughts.”  The noun NOĒMA means “that which one has in mind as a product of intellectual process: thought, we take captive all our thinking to make it obedient to Christ 2 Cor 10:5; your hearts and thoughts, Phil 4:7; 2 Cor 3:14; 4:4; design, purpose, intention of an evil nature of Satan’s schemes 2 Cor 2:11.”
  “This word denotes the result of the activity of the ; i.e., ‘what is thought,’ ‘thought,’ ‘concept,’ ‘point,’ ‘resolve,’ or ‘plan.’  Only Paul uses it in the NT, and always in a bad sense (except in Phil 4:7).  Thus, in the plural, it means corrupt thoughts in 2 Cor 3:14; 4:4; 11:3, the devices of Satan in 2 Cor 2:11, and opposing thoughts that are captured and brought into Christ’s service in 2 Cor 10:5.  In Phil 4:7 (also plural) the reference is to thoughts that proceed from the hearts of believers.”

“will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“in Christ Jesus.”
Phil 4:7 corrected translation
“Indeed, the spiritual prosperity produced by God, which surpasses all thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed, the spiritual prosperity produced by God,”

a.  Paul continues with an emphatic statement based upon his previous command to stop worrying about anything.  We can stop worrying about anything because as believers we have the spiritual prosperity produced by God.

b.  There is a spiritual prosperity.  That spiritual prosperity includes our invisible spiritual assets, such as:



(1)  The spiritual wealth of Bible doctrine in the soul.



(2)  Volitional assets of having a free will that loves the Lord and will obey His any command or desire.



(3)  Production assets, such as a royal priesthood for prayer and a royal ambassadorship for witnessing.



(4)  Heritage assets, such as blessing by association to family, friends, loved ones, and the nation.



(5)  Logistical grace assets, such as an invisible wall of fire to protect us from harm.



(6)  Escrow assets, such as blessings for time and eternity held on deposit in heaven for us, guarded by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.



(7)  Assets decreed by God, such as election to equal privilege and equal opportunity as well as predestination to equal privilege and equal opportunity.


(8)  Undeserved suffering assets, in which we can become more occupied with Christ and have a greater reciprocal love for God through undeserved and unjust suffering from others.


c.  This spiritual prosperity is created by God and given to the believer as a part of his or her blessings for time.

2.  “which surpasses all thinking”

a.  This spiritual prosperity surpasses all creature thinking, both angelic and human.

b.  This prosperity is things that no human being would have ever thought to ask for from God.  The mind of man could have never even imagined the spiritual prosperity that God gives to the believer.

c.  Paul expresses this same thought, when he says in Eph 3:20, “Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to do infinitely more than all we ask or imagine on the basis of the power [divine omnipotence] which works for us,”

d.  It was beyond all human or angelic thinking that:



(1)  God would put us into union with Christ.



(2)  The Trinity would indwell us.



(3)  We would be filled with the Spirit.



(4)  We would all have direct access to God the Father in prayer at any time for anything we needed.



(5)  God would do infinitely more than all we could ask or be imagining.


e.  No angels ever saw any of these things coming, because they were a mystery, hidden in God, until the right time in Satan’s appeal trial for God to reveal His surprise witness—us, the royal family of God and bride of Christ (the Church).



(1)  Rom 16:25, “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past,”


(2)  1 Cor 2:7, “but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;”


(3)  Eph 1:9, “He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him”


(4)  Eph 3:3-4, “that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,”


(5)  Eph 3:9, “and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things;”


(6)  Eph 6:19, “and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,



(7)  Col 1:26-27, “that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(8)  Col 2:2, “that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery; that is, Christ Himself.”


(9)  1 Tim 3:16, “By common confession, great is the mystery of the spiritual life: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”
3.  “will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts”

a.  The spiritual prosperity of God will protect your hearts.

b.  The  or heart in Scripture is a reference to the right side of the soul, where spiritual phenomena, such as biblical beliefs and values are stored, remembered and used.  The left lobe of the soul is where doctrine is understood objectivity and academically.  By faith or believing the word of God, God the Holy Spirit transfers that doctrine from the left lobe of the soul, called the  (NOUS) to the right half of the soul, called the  (KARDIA) or heart.

c.  God the Holy Spirit has the ministry of teaching us doctrine, making it understandable to the left side of the soul.  He also has the ministry of transferring doctrine from the left side of the soul as objective, academic understanding to the right side of the soul as a doctrinal value or absolute truth once we believe that doctrine to be true.  (This is the subject of 1 Cor 2:9-16.)

d.  God the Holy Spirit is also responsible for protecting our doctrinal thoughts from our enemy Satan with his doctrine of demons and from the evil of human viewpoint thinking.  God the Holy Spirit protects us by bringing into our memory the things which we have learned, so that we can bring every thought into captivity for Christ.



(1)  Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”


(2)  2 Cor 10:5, “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,”


(3)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”


(4)  1 Thes 2:13, “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.”

e.  Therefore, God gives us the most valuable and precious thing He has—His own thoughts—as the protection for our soul.  Nothing is more important to God than what we think and what we believe.  This is why He sacrificed His own Son in order to save our soul.

f.  The most important thing we own is what we think; for what we think determines what we really are.  “As a man thinks in his heart, so he really is,” Prov 23:7.

g.  The spiritual prosperity produced by God the Holy Spirit is Bible doctrine in the right side of our soul, and that spiritual prosperity is what protects us from everything in the cosmic system of Satan (Satan’s system of thinking).
4.  “in Christ Jesus.”

a.  God does this for us because we have an eternal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  We are “in Christ Jesus” or in union with Christ.  This is another ministry of God the Holy Spirit, which occurs the moment we believe in Christ, in which the Holy Spirit enters us into a permanent, irrevocable relationship with Christ.  This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit in which we are identified with Christ forever as His bride and royal family.

c.  Because we are in union with Christ, we receive the same protection from God that the humanity of our Lord received during the hypostatic union.

d.  Satan recognized and respected this protection, when he said, “‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”

e.  Zech 2:5 says, “‘For I,’ declares the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.’”  If our Lord is a wall of fire around Israel, how much more is He a wall of fire around His own bride—the Church Age believer.


f.  The spiritual prosperity produced by God the Holy Spirit is “Christ in us—the confidence of glory.”  The doctrine of our eternal relationship with Christ is a protection that no human soul or angelic thought could have ever imagined or even asked for.
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