Philippians 3:21



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to our Lord Jesus Christ at the end of the previous verse.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb METASCHĒMATIZW, which means “to cause a change in the form of something—’to change, to change from one form into another’”
 or transform.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.

The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action of creating a new body for us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA with the first person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our body.”  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun TAPEINWSIS, which means “humiliation; humility; humble state or condition” and refers to the fact that we still have a sin nature after salvation, making our physical body subject to physical death.  “The substantive in the genitive () specifies an attribute or innate quality of the head substantive ().  This genitive is more emphatic than an adjective would have been. Thus, although the denotation is the same, the connotation is not.  Certain words are frequently found in this construction, such as  as a head noun (cf. Rom 6:6; 7:24; Phil 3:21; Col 2:11).”

“who will transform the body of our humble condition”
- is the appositional accusative from the neuter singular adjective SUMMORPHOS, which means “to have a similar form, nature, or style, similar in form as or to something.”
  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA with the feminine singular from the genitive noun DOXA plus the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “the body of His glory.”

This could be a “partitive (or ‘wholative’) genitive, in which the word “glory” denotes the whole of which the resurrection body of our Lord is a part.  Paul would be emphasizing the fact that the resurrection body of our Lord is only a part of His entire glorification by God the Father.


This could be an attributive genitive, in which the word “glory” attributes an innate quality of our Lord’s resurrection body and thus functions like an adjective, which would be translated “His glorious body.”

This could be the genitive of production, in which the word “glory” produces the noun SWMA to which it is related, meaning that the glorification of our Lord by God the Father produced His resurrection body.  This is possible, since our Lord says in Heb 10:5-10, “a body You (God the Father and God the Holy Spirit) have prepared for Me.”

All of these are theologically possible and could be argued over forever with each meaning being equally true.  However, the simplest way to avoid argument is to regard this as a descriptive genitive, in which the noun in the genitive is used to simply describe and define the head noun to which it is related.  This is most closely related to the attributive genitive, since it functions to attribute a quality or relationship to the head substantive.
“similar in form to the body of His glory”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun ENERGEIA, which means “the state or quality of being active, working, operation, action, ‘according to the manifestation of his power,’ Eph 1:19; 3:7; 4:16; Col 1:29; through the power that enables him Phil 3:21.”
  The phrase is translated “according to the operational power.”  Then we have the genitive neuter singular articular present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able” or “to enable, to empower.”

The articular infinitive is one of the ways in Greek of introducing a purpose or result clause.  However, what we have here is the epexegetical use of the infinitive, in which the infinitive is used to clarify, explain, or qualify a noun or adjective.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what our Lord will be able to do in the future, using the operational power He has to do what He wants.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which further explains or qualifies the noun ENERGEIA; it is translated “according to the operational power that enables Him.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“according to the operational power that enables Him”
 - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subordinate; to bring into submission.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the entire action of subordinating all things to Himself into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose in conjunction with (KAI) the previous purpose infinitive.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a reflexive pronoun, meaning “to Himself.”  (The use of AUTOS as a reflexive pronoun was common in ancient Greek, but the failure of later scribes to recognize this fact resulted in a number of texts using the reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU instead.)  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all things.”
“to also subordinate to Himself all things.”
Phil 3:21 corrected translation
“who will transform the body of our humble condition similar in form to the body of His glory according to the operational power that enables Him to also subordinate to Himself all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “who will transform the body of our humble condition”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform the body of our humble condition similar in form to the body of His glory according to the operational power that enables Him to also subordinate to Himself all things.”

b.  The subject of this verse is the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is He who will create and give us our resurrection body.

c.  Our human body now is called “the body of our humble condition” because it has been corrupted by the genetically formed sin nature and is subject to physical death.

d.  In addition to the sin nature, we have received as judgment the imputation of Adam’s original sin.  Therefore, we are in a state of spiritual death, which means our physical body is subject to the corruption of physical death.  This situation is a very humble condition.

e.  But our humble condition will not last forever.  In the twinkling of an eye, we shall be transformed.  This is explained in:



(1) 1 Cor 15:46-57, “However, the spiritual [body] is not first, but the physical, then the spiritual.  The first man [is] made from the dust of the earth; the second man [is] from heaven.  As [is] the earthly, so also [are] the earthly ones, and as [is] the heavenly, so also are the heavenly ones.  Indeed just as we have borne the appearance of the earthly [man], we will also bear the image of the heavenly [man].  Now I mean this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does depravity inherit immortality.  Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’  Death, where [is] your victory?  Death, where [is] your sting?  Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature], and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.  But gratitude belongs to God, who gives the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.  For this reason, my beloved brethren, become firm ones, immovable, excelling in the production of the Lord at all times, knowing that your work in the Lord is not without result.”


(2)  1 Thes 4:15-18, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”
2.  “similar in form to the body of His glory”

a.  When our Lord arrived in heaven, as a part of the session He received all the rewards and decorations from God the Father that He so richly deserved because of His victory over Satan during His spiritual life and especially because of what He did on the cross.

b.  At His session in heaven our Lord received decorations and rewards such as a name that is above every name, a new title—The King of kings and Lord of lords, The Bright Morning Star.  Because God the Father has rewarded our Lord, our Lord now shares those rewards with us.  One of the greatest rewards we will share is having a resurrection body similar to His.

c.  We will receive a resurrection body similar to our Lord.  We will not look exactly like Him.  We will have different features so that we are recognizable by those who knew us on earth.


d.  We will also receive rewards and decorations for our resurrection body.  We each get a new name, Rev 2:17, “He who has an ear, let him hear what sort of thing the Spirit communicates to the churches.  To the winner, I will give to him [blessing] from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine] and I will give him a white pebble, furthermore, on the pebble he has a new name written, which no one knows except he who receives it.” And Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God [Father], furthermore, he will never vanish from history, also I will emblazon [inscribe a heraldry] on him the title of My God, also the new Jerusalem which shall descend from [the immediate source of] heaven from [the ultimate source of] My God, also emblazoned with My new name.”

e.  The fact we receive a resurrection body like our Lord’s is also taught by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 8:29, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”


(2)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”
3.  “according to the operational power that enables Him to also subordinate to Himself all things.”


a.  The manner in which our Lord will transform our human, physical bodies into resurrection bodies similar to His own is through the use of His operational divine power as God.  The operational power of God enables our Lord Jesus Christ to both subordinate all things to Himself and to transform the body of our humble condition into a resurrection body similar to the body of His glory.

b.  The phrase “according to the operational power” is an explanation of the function of the omnipotence of our Lord as God.

c.  God doesn’t just have power, He uses His power.  Having power means nothing unless it is used, and our Lord uses His operational power for the total benefit of those whom He loves.


d.  Our Lord loves us because we have believed in Him, and therefore, He puts into operation the power which He has had from eternity past and will always have to create a resurrection body for each of us.  Notice that the Lord will create billions of perfect resurrection bodies simultaneously, just as He created billions of angels simultaneously.

e.  Just as God the Father prepared a perfect, human body for our Lord at the beginning of the Incarnation, so also our Lord prepares a perfect, resurrection body for us to live with Him forever.


f.  The same power that our Lord uses to subordinate all things to Himself is the power He will use to create resurrection bodies for us.  One of the “all things” that has to be subordinated to our Lord is death.  Death will be subordinated to Him by the creation of our resurrection bodies, which are incapable of dying.  This is also alluded to in 1 Cor 15:28, “When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.”

g.  God the Father has the ability, the power, the omnipotence to subordinate all things to Himself.  God the Son has this same ability.  And this ability or operational power will be used to provide a resurrection body for us.

h.  God the Father subordinates all things to the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the subject of five passages of Scripture, which all say, “Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet,” Lk 20:43; cf. Ps 110:1; Acts 2:35; Heb 1:13.

i.  Our Lord has the ability to subordinate all things to Himself.  So does God the Father.  Both will participate in making this happen.  It is the Father’s plan as a reward for what Christ did on the cross.  Part of this reward is giving us a resurrection body.

j.  God will win the victory against Satan.  It is guaranteed.  And we will share in that victory forever in resurrection body with many rewards and decorations, because our Lord has the power and ability to make that happen.

k.  If the Lord can do the greatest thing for us in saving our souls and giving us a resurrection body, then it follows with stronger reason that He will not withhold the lesser things that we need now, such as daily logistical grace support or things that we ask for in prayer.


l.  This is why Paul exclaimed in Eph 3:20-21, “Now to Him [F] who is able to do infinitely more than all we ask or imagine on the basis of the power which works for us, to Him be the glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus with reference to all generations of this age of the ages [all other dispensations]; I believe it.”
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