Philippians 3:13
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- is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “Brothers” or “Brethren” and referring to fellow-members of the body of Christ; that is, the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.  Then we have the first person singular nominative subject from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, which means “myself.”  Then we have the absolute, dogmatic negative OU, meaning “not” with the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to hold a view about something: to think, believe, be of the opinion; ‘I consider that I have not yet attained’ Phil 3:13.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s thinking.  This could also be regarded as a durative present for an action that began the day Paul was arrested in Jerusalem three years ago and continues up to this present moment.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact and the reality of the situation in Paul’s thinking.

This is followed by the perfect active infinitive from the verb KATALAMBANW, which means “to win, attain” as in the previous verse.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect or perfect of completed action, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that Paul is the one producing the action of winning.


The infinitive is used as the indirect object of the verb LOGIZOMAI.
“Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won,”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the accusative direct object from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one thing.”  This is elliptical, since we have no verb or subject.  These must be supplied from the context.  The subject is “I” Paul and the action is his thinking and evaluation of himself.  
“but [I think about] one thing—”
- is the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those things” and making a substantive out of the adverb OPISW, which follows.  The adverb of place, meaning “what lies behind in imagery, of a footrace: the part of the course already covered Phil 3:13.”
  Then we have the nominative first person masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPILANTHANOMAI, which means “to not recall information concerning some particular matter—to forget; to not recall”
 “in the sense to disregard, put out of one’s mind.”


The present tense is a durative and descriptive present for what Paul has done in the past and is doing right now.

The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; Paul producing the action of forgetting his past sins and failures and pressing on.


The participle is circumstantial.

“on the one hand forgetting what is behind”
 - is the adversative use of the correlative conjunction DE, used with MEN in the second half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the other hand.”  With this we have the locative of place from the neuter plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun with the adverb of place EMPROSTHEN, which means “to the things which are ahead.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine first person singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPEKTEINOMAI, which means “to exert oneself to the uttermost, stretch out, strain toward something: toward the (goal) that lays before (me) Phil 3:13.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is doing right now.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Paul producing the action of pressing on in his spiritual advance.


The participle is circumstantial.
“but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead,”
Phil 3:13 corrected translation
“Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won, but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead,”
Explanation:
1.  “Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won,”

a.  Paul stops, takes a breath, thinks about what he is going to say next, and then continues with a very dramatic and dogmatic statement concerning his own spiritual life.

b.  Paul uses the vocative case to get our attention and make us sit up and pay attention to something very important.  He addresses this to all believers; for it has application to us all.

c.  Paul did not consider himself to have yet finished the race and won the prize.  He was still in the race.


d.  He will know when the race is over and will tell us so in 2 Tim 4:7, “I have fought the good fight; I have completed the mission; I have guarded and observed the doctrine.”  But the race is not yet over.


e.  Some believers may have thought that Paul was about to die and the race was over, but such was not the case and God the Holy Spirit made this clear to Paul.  So Paul makes it clear to us that even though he failed miserably, the race is not over.


f.  The race is never over until one of two things happen:



(1)  We give up, and go into reversionism and perpetual carnality, in which case the Lord will use us for a while to test others, and then will bring us home in our state of perpetual sinfulness resulting in physical death.



(2)  We pass all the tests and reach the finish line as winner believers, and God brings us home under the concept of dying grace.

g.  There is no “in-between.”  There are winner believers and loser believers.  There are no “also ran” believers.


h.  God gives every believer enough testing, time, and opportunity to prove his or her worth and victory in the race of the spiritual life regardless of how long we live.  A long or short life is not the issue.  Quality of spiritual life is the issue.


i.  Paul knew he was a mature believer, but he also knew he had not achieved that PLĒROMA status of being a winner believer and invisible hero.  He had much more to accomplish in the spiritual life through the grace of God.  Paul had a lot more to learn, a lot more to teach, and a lot more to be tested on in life.


j.  Paul recognized the fact he was headed in the right direction and doing the right things.  But he also recognized the fact he had not arrived at the conclusion of God’s testing in his life or purpose for his life.  Paul had a great sense of reality and a genuine orientation to life.  Humility does that for a person.  Arrogance does exactly the opposite.

k.  In arrogant preoccupation with self, Paul was “ready to die” for the Lord (Acts 21:13), when it was not his time to die.  He was disoriented to reality and to God’s will for his life.  Now that he is back in a state of genuine humility, he recognizes that he still has a long way to go to get to the finish line.


l.  The fact that Paul is not yet an invisible hero in PLĒROMA status (being filled with all the fullness of God) does not discourage or upset him.  He understands and accepts the responsibility for his own bad decisions that prevented this from happening already.  Paul was almost there.  He had almost arrived.  But then he failed and was set back four years in his spiritual advance.  So God in His grace gave Paul six to seven more years to advance to PLĒROMA status and enjoy his spiritual maturity.

2.  “but [I think about] one thing—”

a.  Paul knows he has not achieved everything God has designed for him to achieve in his understanding of God.  Therefore, in order to achieve all that God wants him to achieve in the spiritual life, Paul must do one thing—he must keep on thinking.

b.  What must he think?  Doctrine, the Bible doctrines of the Church Age; the mystery doctrines he has been taught by God the Holy Spirit; the thinking of Christ with which he has been occupied all his life.


c.  In order to continue his spiritual advance, Paul cannot drop back into emotional control of his soul.  He must advance through the thinking of the reverse concentration on and application of the word of God.  Therefore, using himself as the example of how to recover from spiritual failure and keep moving, he tells us exactly what we should do in our thinking.

3.  “on the one hand forgetting what is behind”

a.  There is one thing that the advancing believer must do and it is a two sided coin.  On one side of the coin we are to forget that part of the race course on which we have already run.  A marathon runner doesn’t think about the terrain he has already covered, but the terrain that still lies ahead.  We don’t concentrate on our past; we concentrate on the future.  We forget about the past, because we can do nothing to change the past.  No one has yet changed their past failures by thinking about them all the time.


b.  Remembering what is behind quickly leads to shame and guilt, and both are sins.  Shame is a sin because it says to self: “I am not worthy,” which is blasphemy because we are in union with Christ, which makes us most worthy.  Guilt is blasphemy against God, because it makes the assumption that God has not really forgiven us, because we have not felt sorry enough for the sin.  God doesn’t care how we feel about our sins.  God cares about what Jesus Christ did on the cross in being judged for those sins.

c.  There are two major actions that must take place in spiritual recovery from sin.



(1)  1 Jn 1:9, acknowledge our sin to God the Father, so that He forgives us.



(2)  Phil 3:13, forget it and keep moving.


d.  Remembering our past successes is just as dangerous as not forgetting our past sins.



(1)  Preoccupation with past success leads to the arrogance of personal success.   The arrogance of personal success assumes that we will be perpetually great because we have done something great in the past.



(2)  Because we deceive ourselves into thinking we are now perpetually great, it is a short step to thinking we can do no wrong.  This was the trap David fell into when he committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered her husband Uriah the Hittite.  In order for David to recover from this great spiritual failure he had to forget what was behind.  There was nothing he could do to change it.  He recognized this when he said, “Against You and You only have I sinned.”

e.  When we do not forget what is behind, we live in the past.  When we live in our past failures, we keep on reliving our past failures over and over again in our mind.  We are no longer occupied with Christ, but preoccupied with our past failures.  This is subjective, preoccupation with self.  It is a form of arrogance, and certainly not the will of God for our life.


f.  Forgetting what lies behind is a function of the faith-rest drill in believing that God the Father has truly forgiven us completely and will not hold our sins against us.  Forgetting what lies behind requires that we forgive ourselves and move on in life, just as God has forgiven us and requires us to move on in life.

4.  “but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead,”

a.  The other side of the recovery coin is continuing our spiritual advance.

b.  God expects us to keep moving in the spiritual life after we acknowledge our sins.

c.  If God didn’t want us to keep moving, He would take us home.  This is exactly what He does to those who don’t acknowledge their sins and die because of the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death.


d.  The word picture used here is one of an athlete straining with all his strength to continue to run as fast as he can toward the finish line.


e.  The things which are ahead are our blessings for time (now and in the millennial reign of Christ) and eternity.


f.  God wants us to strain and extend ourselves as much as possible to become winner believers.



(1)  Straining and stretching ourselves in the spiritual life is not giving ourselves more work to do than we can handle.  (This is a poor application used by theology professors to justify overloading their students.)


(2)  Stretching ourselves spiritually is what we do in our soul by thinking and applying doctrine to even greater degrees than we ever have in the past.



(3)  The greatest part of the spiritual life is what we think and how we think after years and years of learning and applying doctrine.  We never stop learning doctrine and we never stop applying doctrine.  The more we learn and the more we apply, the more we run to the point of exhaustion to execute the will of God and live the spiritual life.


g.  The most important thing ahead of us is plēroma status—the ultimate in spiritual maturity.
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