Philippians 2:29



- is the inferential use of postpositive conjunction OUN, “denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes, meaning: so, Therefore, consequently, accordingly, then.”
  With this we have the second person plural present deponent middle imperative from the verb PROSDECHOMAI, which means “to receive someone in a friendly manner, to welcome; to look forward to someone, to wait for someone.”

The present tense is a tendential present for an action that Paul proposes, but is not actually yet taking place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the Philippian believers producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to Epaphroditus.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (which is used with META to indicate emotional reactions or phenomena which accompany the action of the verb) from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun CHARA, meaning “with all happiness.”
“Therefore, look forward to and welcome him in the Lord with all happiness,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” in the sense of “in addition.”  Then we have the double accusative of the personal and impersonal objects from the second person masculine plural direct object of the article and qualitative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means “such a one,” and the impersonal object in the accusative masculine plural adjective ENTIMOS, which “pertains to being highly regarded because of status or personal quality: honored, respected of rank distinguished Lk 14:8; especially for one’s qualities esteemed, highly honored; to hold someone in esteem or honor, Phil 2:29.”
  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have or to hold.”

The present tense is a customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Philippian congregation is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“and be holding in highest honor such a one,”
Phil 2:29 corrected translation
“Therefore, look forward to and welcome him in the Lord with all happiness, and be holding in highest honor such a one,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, look forward to and welcome him in the Lord with all happiness,”

a.  Paul concludes this section of his letter with a couple of commands reasonably expected of believers throughout the Church Age that deal with their relationship with their pastor.

b.  The first command is to look forward to the return of their pastor, Epaphroditus, and then welcome him back as one of the best things that has ever happened (because it has).

c.  The Philippian believers should look forward to the return of Epaphroditus because he is coming back to them with more doctrine in his soul than when he left.



(1)  He has gone through some disaster testing and passed the test.  This has accelerated his spiritual growth.



(2)  He has learned new doctrines from Paul.  This has accelerated his spiritual growth.



(3)  He has been in the company and fellowship of Timothy and Luke.  This has been a great encouragement to him.



(4)  He has seen first hand the indifference of the Roman church.  This has made him value the positive volition of his own congregation even more.



(5)  Because of all these things, Epaphroditus will come back to Philippi ready and eager to teach the most advanced doctrines of the spiritual life (the things found in the Ephesian and Colossian letters, which he has learned from Paul first hand).



(6)  Epaphroditus is eagerly looking forward to returning because of all the doctrine he has to teach.  The Philippian believers should look forward to his coming for the same reason.


d.  As a part of their eager anticipation of Epaphroditus’ return they must also welcome him in the Lord.


(1)  This means that they should receive him as if they were receiving the Lord.  Why?  Because in affect they are receiving the Lord.



(2)  Epaphroditus is indwelt with Christ.  Therefore, Christ is returning to them.



(3)  However, much more importantly is the fact that the written Logos of God is coming back to them; that is, the thinking of Christ.



(4)  Like them, Epaphroditus is in union with Christ, and therefore, should be received as they would receive Christ.



(5)  In the same respect, the thinking of Christ is in him, so that the word of God is returning to them as well and they should receive Him.


(6)  Therefore, the Philippians should receive and welcome him as they would the Lord, since both are in union with each other, just as the Philippians are in union with the Lord.


e.  The manner in which the Philippians are expected to do this is with all happiness.



(1)  They should have a superabundance of happiness because the Lord is returning their pastor to them.



(2)  They should be happy because the Lord is returning him in far better spiritual condition than when he left.



(3)  They should be happy because the spiritual advance of their pastor is going to overflow in blessing by association resulting in their further spiritual advance.



(4)  If the father of the prodigal son rejoiced with great joy at his return, how much more should a congregation rejoice at the return of their spiritually mature pastor?



(5)  The manner in which the Philippian congregation welcomes Epaphroditus will be a source of encouragement to him.  Epaphroditus will carry this letter back to the Philippian church, and then teach the letter to them.  A part of that teaching will be Paul’s endorsement of Epaphroditus to them.


(6)  Paul’s commands here are a form of endorsement of the job Epaphroditus has been doing in Philippi.  Paul is telling them indirectly that they have a great pastor and should appreciate the job he has been and is doing for them.


f.  They should be thankful and extremely happy for having one of the best pastor-teachers in the history of the Church Age.

2.  “and be holding in highest honor such a one,”

a.  The second part of Paul’s command to the Philippian church is the attitude they should have to match their actions.

b.  Their action should be to welcome Epaphroditus with a superabundance of happiness.  Their attitude should be one of holding him in the highest honor.

c.  Epaphroditus must be held in honor and the highest respect because:



(1)  He is a believer in Christ, therefore, a fellow member of the body of Christ and in union with Christ.



(2)  He has been given the delegated authority of being in charge of the local church at Philippi.  He didn’t work for or deserve this authority.  It was a grace gift as a part of his spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  It is a responsibility to care for the sheep of that flock.



(3)  He has advanced spiritually to maturity and is still advancing to pleroma status.



(4)  He holds the believers of his congregation in the highest regard; they should reciprocate in kind.



(5)  He is the Lord’s direct representative to them with the latest and greatest mystery doctrines of the Church, which have just been reduced to writing.



(6)  He is the Lord’s direct messenger with everything the Lord wants the Philippian believers to learn.



(7)  He is the one whom the Lord will hold responsible for preparing the Philippians for the coming persecutions and historical crisis in the fall of Jerusalem and the persecutions by Nero.

d.  Mature believers should be held in highest honor by those with doctrine in their soul.  Those without doctrine in their soul will never hold such believers in honor; they don’t have the values of doctrine in their soul to be able to hold them in honor.


e.  This command by Paul is similar to other statements in Scripture regarding those in spiritual leadership and the attitude expected by those under their authority:



(1)  Heb 13:7, “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”


(2)  Heb 13:17, “Obey your leaders and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”


(3)  Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”


(4)  1 Cor 16:16, “that you also obey such men; that is, everyone who helps and works hard.”


(5)  1 Thes 5:12, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you.”


(6)  1 Tim 5:17, “Those pastor-guardians who have ruled well with the result that they keep ruling honorably, they must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and remuneration], most of all those who work hard to the point of exhaustion in the study of the Word and the teaching of doctrine.”
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