Philippians 2:1



- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” or “if…[and there is].”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any” with the feminine singular noun PARAKLĒSIS, meaning “encouragement, comfort.”  We also have here the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  The predicate nominative adjective and noun suggest that the verb EIMI has been omitted by ellipsis (on purpose for emphasis).  Therefore, we insert “[there is]” in the translation to bring out the full thought.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ” and referring to our relationship with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, who placed us into union with Christ at the moment of salvation.
“Therefore, if [there is] any encouragement in Christ [and there is],”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” or “if…[and there is].”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any” with the feminine singular noun PARAMUTHION, “a derivative from the verb  meaning: to console, to comfort, to encourage; ‘those who were comforting her’ Jn 11.31; ‘encourage those who are losing heart’ 1 Thes 5:14.  The noun means: consolation, encouragement, comfort.”
  Because of the use of PARAKLĒSIS in the previous statement, the former noun refers to encouragement and the latter to comfort or consolation.  The predicate nominative adjective and noun suggest that the verb EIMI has been omitted by ellipsis (on purpose for emphasis).  Therefore, we insert “[there is]” in the translation to bring out the full thought.  Then we have the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “from the source of love.”
“if [there is] any comfort from love [and there is],”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” or “if…[and there is].”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any” with the feminine singular noun KOINWNIA, meaning “association, communion, fellowship, close relationship, participation, sharing.”
  The predicate nominative adjective and noun suggest that the verb EIMI has been omitted by ellipsis (on purpose for emphasis).  Therefore, we insert “[there is]” in the translation to bring out the full thought.  Then we have the objective genitive neuter singular from the noun PNEUMA, meaning “with the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.
“if [there is] any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is],”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” or “if…[and there is].”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine and feminine singular (it is the same form for both) from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any” with the neuter plural noun SPLAGCHNA, meaning “affections and sympathy” and referring to the good use of emotions in emotional response to doctrinal values in the soul.

“The Hebrew word  is used thirty-two times in the OT, always in the plural. The KJV most often retains the translation “bowels.”  With three or four exceptions the noun is associated with persons, both male and female.  There are three major ways in which the word is used.  First, the word may be used literally, to refer to one’s internal organs: the bowels, the stomach.  The second way is to refer to the reproductive organs, both male and female.  The third is in a figurative, metaphorical sense to denote the seat of emotions.  This figure of speech extends into the NT.  ‘Put on … bowels of mercy’ ( Col 3:12 ).  ‘If there be any consolation in Christ…if any bowels and mercies’ (Phil 2:1).  The metaphorical use of organs of the body was more common in antiquity.  Hebrew uses the liver in expressions of joy, the kidneys for affections, the heart for both affections and mind and the abdominal organs for compassion.  In English the word ‘heart’ is used for most of these expressions, and ‘heart’ is a fair translation of most of these words.  There is, of course, no problem in the Hebrew use of an organ to express a feeling.  The Bible no more teaches that compassion resides in the abdomen than moderns think it resides in the chest. The Hebrew simply reflects the common linguistic usage (not invented by the Jews) whereby mental and emotional states are designated by organs the emotions affect in some way.”


With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun OIKTIRMOS, which means “display of concern over another’s misfortune, pity, mercy, compassion as in: put on heartfelt compassion Col 3:12.”
  The predicate nominative adjective and noun suggest that the verb EIMI has been omitted by ellipsis (on purpose for emphasis).  Therefore, we insert “[there are]” in the translation to bring out the full thought.
“if [there are] any affections and mercies [and there are],”
Phil 2:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, if [there is] any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if [there is] any comfort from love [and there is], if [there is] any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is], if [there are] any affections and mercies [and there are],” 
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, if [there is] any encouragement in Christ [and there is],”

a.  Based upon everything Paul has written thus far to the Philippians he comes to a doctrinal conclusion.  But he predicates his conclusion on four conditional clauses.  All four conditional clauses are first class conditional clauses, which mean they state a general proposition that is true and well accepted by his audience of believers.

b.  The first proposition is that there is encouragement in Christ.

c.  There is encouragement for the entire human race that God cares about them enough to send His own Son to live among them.


d.  There is encouragement for anyone who chooses to believe that God the Father has provided eternal salvation from the condemnation of sin for anyone who believes in Christ.


e. There is encouragement for the believer that he or she has a permanent, eternal relationship with the person of Jesus Christ that cannot be lost or changed.


f.  There is encouragement for the believer that he or she is indwelt by Jesus Christ as a guarantee of blessing and divine protection.


g.  There is encouragement for the believer that he or she is in union with Christ and that union cannot be broken by God or by anything we do or fail to do.


h.  There is encouragement for the believer that he or she has blessings for time and eternity connected with their personal love for Jesus Christ.


i.  God the Father gives this same encouragement:



(1)  Rom 15:5-6, “Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking [Bible doctrine] among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation by one voice you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 

(2)  2 Cor 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort, who (God the Father) comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”

j.  God the Holy Spirit gives this same encouragement and comfort, Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”

k.  The great principle of encouragement from God is summed up in Heb 6:17-18, “In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the confidence set before us.”

l.  Our great encouragement in Christ comes from His resurrection, ascension, and session.  We are encouraged that just as He is in heaven with God the Father in resurrection body, so shall we also be through our relationship with and faith in Him.
2.  “if [there is] any comfort from love [and there is],”

a.  Paul’s second proposition is that there is comfort from the love of God for us.

b.  God demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were still sinners Christ died spiritually as a substitute for us, Rom 5:8.

c.  God demonstrated His love toward us by loving us in eternity past before we ever knew anything about Him.  We love because He first loved us, 1 Jn 4:19.


d.  We have comfort from the love of God, because the love of God motivated Him to think about us in eternity past, give us human life in time, provide eternal salvation for us, and provide for all of our needs in time.


e.  We have comfort from the love of God because it is inseparably united to the eternal life and immutability of God.  His love for us has not changed, will not change, and cannot change, and this has always been true and will always be true.


f.  We have comfort from the love of God because He has given us His word that He loves those who have believed in His Son.



(1)  Dt 23:5, “Nevertheless, the Lord your God was not willing to listen to Balaam, but the Lord your God turned the curse into a blessing for you because the Lord your God loves you.”


(2)  Unbelievers disregard the love that God has for us, Lk 11:42, “But woe to you Pharisees!  For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.”


(3)  Rom 8:39, “nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(4)  2 Cor 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”


(5)  1 Jn 4:9, “By this the love of God was manifested in our case, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.”

g.  Our God is a God of comfort, 2 Cor 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort, who comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”

h.  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”
3.  “if [there is] any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is],”

a.  Paul’s third proposition is that there is fellowship, association, and partnership with God the Holy Spirit.

b.  Our association with the Holy Spirit began at God consciousness, when we were positive to the thought of there being a God and we wanted to know more about Him.


c.  Our fellowship with God the Holy Spirit began the moment we believed in Christ.

d.  Our partnership with the Holy Spirit comes at spiritual maturity, when we begin really glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Our fellowship with the Holy Spirit is the key issue in the spiritual life, because the Spirit provides the enabling power for the execution of the spiritual life.


f.  The Spirit is also our mentor, our teacher.  He makes all things of the spiritual life understandable to us, 1 Cor 2:9-14, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”

g.  The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is declared in 2 Cor 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”

h.  Our fellowship with God is the major subject of 1 Jn 1:3, 6-7, “What we have both seen and heard we also report to you, in order that you also may keep on having fellowship with us.  Furthermore, our fellowship is also with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.” “If we contend that we have fellowship with Him and keep on walking in darkness [cosmic system] we keep lying and do not live [practice] the Truth.  But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other and the blood of Jesus His Son purifies us from all sin.”
4.  “if [there are] any affections and mercies [and there are],”

a.  Paul’s fourth proposition is that there is a good emotional response to the word of God which results in grace in action toward others.

b.  This is the same concept that Paul teaches in Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”

c.  The fact that God is compassionate and merciful is declared in Jam 5:11, “Behold, we count those blessed who endured.  You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and [is] merciful.”

d.  God has a right to be compassionate and have mercy on believers, Rom 9:15, “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’”

e.  God does not have emotions.  The “emotions” of God declared in the Scripture are anthropopathisms, which ascribe to God human characteristics, so that we can better understand the decisions and actions of an infinite and eternal God.


f.  However, believers definitely have emotions, both good and bad.  But the emotions mentioned here are not the sinful emotions of hatred, anger, bitterness, jealousy, etc.  Paul is referring to the emotions generated in the body as a response to doctrinal content in the soul.  These are “good” emotions.


(1)  Our good emotions are the bodily response to the thoughts of the soul.



(2)  Good thoughts produce good emotional response.



(3)  Bad thoughts (such as sin, evil, and even human good) produce bad emotional response.



(4)  God doesn’t have emotions because God is a spirit and does not have a body.  God has infinite and perfect thinking, such as love, which is a system of thinking and happiness, which is a system of thinking.


(5)  God gives us emotions so we can respond in a positive or correct manner to the fantastic thoughts of the word of God.



(6)  Emotions are the bodily mechanism that permits us to respond correctly to the grace and love of God for us; that is, to respond to the divine systems of thinking.

g.  God expects us to use our emotions correctly in response to Him, to the word of God, to the thoughts of Bible doctrine circulating in our soul, and to those around us.

h.  Our correct emotional and doctrinal response to others around us is graciousness, thoughtfulness, kindness, and love, that is, the exact same kind of actions that the love and grace of God exhibited toward us while we were yet sinners.


i.  Compassion means to suffer with another; hence, sympathy; sorrow for the distress or misfortunes of another, with the desire to help.  Mercy is grace in action toward others who are in need of our help.  The compassion and mercy of our Lord is seen in the following passages.



(1)  Mt 9:13, “But go and learn what [this] means, ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”


(2)  Mt 9:36, “And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.”


(3)  Mt 12:7, “But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.”


(4)  Mt 14:14, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.”  Compare Mk 6:34, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.”


(5)  Mt 15:32, “And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, ‘I feel compassion for the multitude, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.’”  Cf.  Mk 8:2, “I feel compassion for the multitude because they have remained with Me now three days, and have nothing to eat;”


(6)  Mt 18:27, “And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.”


(7)  Mt 20:34, “And moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.”


(8)  Mk 1:41, “And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched him, and said to him, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’”


(9)  Lk 7:13, “And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’”


(10)  Lk 10:33, “But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,”


(11)  Lk 15:20, “And he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion [for him], and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.”
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