Philemon 5




 - is the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear, to hear about.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which describes a point of action which keeps occurring at various intervals in present time.


The active voice indicates that the apostle Paul produces the action of the verb.


The participle is causal for the reason why Paul keeps mentioning Philemon in his prayers.

, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the article and noun PISTIS, meaning “faith” plus the possessive genitive second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The entire phrase is translated “your unconditional love and faith.”  The placement of the personal pronoun before both objects indicates that it applies to both nouns.

“because I keep hearing about your virtue-love and faith,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which [unconditional love and faith].”
 - is the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is a durative present representing an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Philemon produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Philemon’s virtue-love and faith.

- is the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular article and the nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS.  The phrase is translated “with reference to the Lord Jesus.”
 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
, - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction/place from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and the noun HAGIOS, meaning “toward all the saints.”
“which you keep on having with reference to the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints,”
Phlm 5 corrected translation
“because I keep hearing about your virtue-love and faith, which you keep on having with reference to the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his sentence begun in verse 4 by stating the reason for his continually mentioning Philemon in his prayers.  Paul’s reason is two-fold and forms a figure of speech called Hysteron-Proteron.  Hysteron-Proteron is a figure of speech in which the word that should be the latter of two words comes first.  This is a very rare usage in Scripture and is used for unusual emphasis.


a.  In the first clause, Paul mentions virtue-love first and then faith.


b.  In the second clause, Paul mentions the Lord Jesus first and then all the saints.


c.  In normal syntax, virtue-love would be associated with the Lord Jesus and faith with all the saints.


d.  However, Paul has reversed the expected order in the second clause to make a point.


e.  We are not to have virtue-love toward Jesus Christ; that is blasphemy.


f.  We are not to have faith in all the saints but in the Lord Jesus Christ.  “Cursed is the man who puts his trust in man and makes flesh his strength.”

g.  We are to have virtue-love toward all the saints and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  Therefore, to rephrase what Paul says the translation would be “because I keep hearing about your virtue-love which you have toward all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.”
3.  Paul was impressed by two things about Philemon.


a.  Paul was impressed by the mere fact that Philemon was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Why should this impress Paul, there were thousands of believers?



(1)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have the perfect righteousness of God.



(2)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have eternal life.



(3)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit.



(4)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have the indwelling of Jesus Christ.



(5)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have the indwelling of God the Father.



(6)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been filled with the Holy Spirit as of the moment of salvation.



(7)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been sealed by the Holy Spirit.



(8)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been baptized by the Holy Spirit.



(9)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been justified by God the Father.



(10)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have a portfolio of invisible assets.


    
(11)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have escrow blessings for time and eternity.


    
(12)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been elected by God the Father.


    
(13)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been predestined by God the Father.


    
(14)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have direct access to the throne of grace as royal priests.


    
(15)  We should be impressed with other believers because they have been made a new spiritual species.


    
(16)  In short, we should be impressed with other believers because they have forty things given to them at salvation.


b.  Paul was impressed by the fact that Philemon had virtue-love toward all the saints.



(1)  This is a specific reference to Philemon’s impersonal love toward other believers.



(2)  Personal love for God is the basis and capacity for your impersonal love toward other believers and toward unbelievers.



(3)  Unconditional love is your ability to treat all other members of the human race from the perfect standards of metabolized Bible doctrine circulating in your own stream of consciousness.



(4)  Unconditional love is not a cold detachment from others, but treating them with respect, consideration, thoughtfulness, courtesy, just as you yourselves want to be treated, especially when they are totally wrong, totally out-of-line, totally obnoxious to you, and deserve to be ground into the dust because you are so totally right and they are so totally wrong.



(5)  Unconditional love is your patient attitude of toleration in the face of obvious wrong.



(6)  Unconditional love is your silent non-retaliation to verbal abuse.



(7)  Unconditional love is your lack of revenge for being deliberately hurt by someone you love or a friend you care about.



(8)  Unconditional love is taking the message from the pastor as from the Lord and not as a personal attack on you.



(9)  Unconditional love is disregarding the lies of others and putting the matter in the hands of the supreme court of heaven for judgment and punishment.


    
(10)  Unconditional love is taking unfair and unjust treatment from your parents, your husband, your wife, your children, your boss, your friends, your coach, your teammates, your classmates, your fellow-believers and using the faith-rest drill to allow the Lord to straighten everything out.  You do not need to defend yourself; the Lord Jesus Christ is your Defense Attorney!


    
(11)  Unconditional love is accepting other people’s incompetence in life that hurts you in some way as testing from the Lord and a chance to apply doctrine to the situation.


    
(12)  Unconditional love is knowing that someone who worked unfaithfully for you, stole from you, and then ran away, will one day receive their just punishment or divine discipline from the Lord.

4.  These are the things about Philemon that impressed the apostle Paul.  Are these the things about others, which impress you?  If not, then perhaps you need to look at your norms and standards and see if you have your eyes on people or on the Lord.

5.  Philemon had his eyes on the Lord because metabolized doctrine had changed the way he looked at life.  The mature believer never looks at life like other people.  Paul knew this from the reports he had heard over the years about Philemon and he was impressed.

6.  So there are four questions you must ask yourself as a believer.


a.  Is God impressed with the way you look at life?  Or, is God impressed with the doctrine you think in any given situation?


b.  Is the doctrine you think in any given situation manifest in what you think about others?


c.  Does doctrine in your soul determine how you act toward others, or do you simply react from the standards of your old sin nature?


d.  Do you manifest your faith in Christ by your impersonal love toward others?

Impersonal or Unconditional Love
A.  Definition of Impersonal Love as a Problem Solving Device.

1.  Introduction.



a.  Impersonal love is that problem solving device of Christianity which is defined as unconditional love toward all mankind.



b.  Being impersonal, this category of love emphasizes the virtue of the subject rather than attraction to an object or rapport with an object.



c.  Impersonal love toward all mankind is the ultimate expression of virtue.  It is also the ultimate expression of humility.  Without enforced and genuine humility, people are disoriented to life.  Lack of humility creates numerous and often tragic flaws in life.



d.  Impersonal love for all mankind is therefore the ultimate expression of virtue, humility, objectivity, and is the basis for being receptive to Bible doctrine, which is the basis for growing in grace through post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.



e.  Personal love for people is optional.  The Bible never commands personal love for people.  But in the protocol plan of God for the Church Age, impersonal love is mandated by God as a part of His plan, His will, and His purpose for your life.



f.  Impersonal love as a problem solving device is mandated in all dispensations under the one phrase, “Love thy neighbor as you love yourself,” Lev 19:18; Mt 19:19, 22:39; Mk 12:31; Rom 13:9; Gal 5:14.  Impersonal love is a must in your life if you are to have a life full of purpose, meaning, and definition.



g.  Our Lord said in Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you might love each other.”  Jesus said this to the disciples, most of whom were believers, after they had been together for almost three years.  They had developed personality conflicts, took sides, and were critical of each other.  So this command from our Lord is brought into the Christian life.



h.  You cannot have impersonal love for people until you are properly motivated, and you cannot be properly motivated until you love Jesus Christ.  People who love Jesus Christ concentrate on the teaching of the Word of God, the mind of Christ.



i.  Impersonal love is unconditional.  It emphasizes the virtue of the subject rather than the attractiveness or repulsiveness of the object.

    

j.  Impersonal love is a problem solving device in human relationships.

    

k.  Impersonal love is the basis for having the capacity for love for a few people.


2.  Definition of Impersonal Love.



a.  Impersonal love emphasizes the virtue, honor, and integrity of the subject.  Impersonal love is a virtue which cannot be duplicated in any phase of personal love among human beings.



b.  “Impersonal” is an adjective which means without personal reference or connection, not primarily affecting or involving the emotions of a person; a professional attitude, like the attitude of a doctor.




(1)  So impersonal is a very important word which you should highly value.  For without impersonal love, you will never have any good human relationships.  You will change friends, partners in romance, and spouses in marriage simply because you have no basis for perpetuating any of those relationships apart from virtue.




(2)  In fact, morality will not hold together human relationships; morality is the cause for their breakup.  Morality doesn’t solve the problems of human relationship.




(3)  Only virtue can solve the problems of human relationship.  Virtue can only be produced by perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.



c.  The noun “impersonality” is the quality or state of not involving personal feelings or emotions in relationship to an object.  Emotion is designed to appreciate the relationship but it is never designed to establish a relationship.  Impersonality is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in the person who has learned the doctrine and has come to cognitive self-confidence and/or spiritual self-esteem.




(1)  It therefore becomes obvious that virtue in the Christian life is totally devoid of emotion.  You can respond to virtue emotionally, but there is no place for emotion in the protocol plan of God.




(2)  Emotion has no ability to rationalize, to think, to apply doctrine, or to solve problems.  Emotion is designed for our pleasure and enjoyment, but it was never designed for emotional sins such as fear, worry, anxiety, anger, violence, and murder.




(3)  Emotion is not a part of the Christian way of life.  Emotion is a normal function of the human soul when you respond to something you enjoy.  Emotion is abnormal when sinning.




(4)   The only basis for true love is impersonal love, and it brings with it a wonderful emotion that is always subordinate to principle.



d.  Impersonal love is defined as that problem solving device of the protocol plan of God for the Church which produces unconditional love toward all mankind.



e.  Being impersonal, this category of love places emphasis on your honor, your integrity, and your virtue (not morality), rather than the attractiveness of the object.



f.  Impersonal love for all mankind is the ultimate expression of maximum metabolized Bible doctrine circulating by means of the Holy Spirit in the seven compartments of the stream of consciousness of the heart.  You must have objectivity and grace orientation of the spiritually adult believer.  It is the expression of virtue in human interaction.  It is the ultimate expression of humility in spiritual self-esteem.  The advance to spiritual adulthood is required before this virtue usually gels.



g.  Spiritual adulthood exists in three categories.




(1)  Spiritual self-esteem, which is cognitive self-confidence, is the beginning of the most effective part of impersonal love.




(2)  Spiritual autonomy, which is cognitive independence, is the perpetuation of the effective function of impersonal love.  Impersonal love has no strings attached to it; it makes no demands.




(3)  Spiritual maturity, which is cognitive invincibility, is the ultimate expression of impersonal love.   Spiritual maturity guarantees that your relationships with people will be absolutely fantastic, and they will never irritate you.  Therefore, if people can irritate you under any set of circumstances, you have not yet reached spiritual maturity.



h.  So while personal love in human interaction has no virtue, impersonal love is the maximum expression of Spirit-filled virtue toward other people.



i.  Personal love relationships exist in the three categories of friendship, romance, and marriage.  Personal love in human relationship is not a virtue in itself; it is virtue dependent for success in all three categories.

    

j.  Therefore, all problems related to human love demand the function of impersonal love for solutions as well as capacity.  Your capacity for love increases as your impersonal love increases.  Your personal love has no staying power with anyone until you reach cognitive self-confidence when you no longer feel threatened by anyone.


3.  Impersonal love is related to humility.



a.  The status of impersonal love for all human beings is also the status of true humility.



b.  Arrogant people are constantly seeking unconditional love from others, but all they offer in return is conditional love.  The greater your arrogance the more conditions you put on someone’s love.  Most men do this to the woman they love.



c.  The lust pattern of arrogance covets the following:  wealth without honor, success without integrity, promotion without ability, approbation without achievement, love without virtue, sex without happiness, and ministers covet someone else’s pulpit and congregation.  If you want any of these things, you are not a candidate for impersonal love.



d.  Impersonal love is a problem solving device in human relationships because virtue resides in the subject.  It is as great in your relationship to other people as occupation with Christ is in your relationship to God.  You will love those who are known or unknown, friends or enemies, attractive or repulsive, honorable or dishonorable, loving or hateful, appreciative or antagonistic, rich or poor.



e.  Impersonal love is absolutely necessary to get a hearing in the supreme court of heaven.



f.  Impersonal love is unconditional because of the grace orientation from Bible doctrine resident in the soul.  Therefore, impersonal love perpetuates its own honor, its own integrity, and its own virtue in every stage of your spiritual life, and it does so without retaliation, revenge, prejudice, discrimination, arrogance, hatred, self-righteousness, self-pity, jealousy, implacability, vindictiveness, slander, gossip, maligning, controlling, and without judging.



g.  Personal love minus the virtue of impersonal love is the weakest and most unstable status quo in life.  It is vulnerable to the entire realm of both the arrogance complex of sins and the emotional complex of sins.

B.  Scripture.

1.  Gal 5:14, “For the entire Law is fulfilled in one doctrine, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  This mandate is found first in Lev 19:18, and quoted in Mt 19:19, 22:39; Mk 12:31; Rom 13:9; Gal 5:14.



a.  The verb “love” is the future active indicative of AGAPAO.  The imperative future tense is used instead of the imperative mood to express a command (Hebraism).



b.  The believer is commanded to produce the action of the verb which he’ll do when he has attained spiritual self-esteem, and more so in spiritual autonomy.  He will not be able to fully comply until he reaches spiritual self-esteem, and then it will be unstable until he reaches spiritual autonomy.



c.  The potential indicative of obligation is contingent on the attainment of spiritual adulthood.



d.  “Neighbor”, the Greek word PLESION, simply refers to anyone in your periphery or vicinity, anyone with whom you have contact in any day.



e.  The Greek reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU refers the action back to yourself.  But you don’t love yourself unless you first love God; otherwise, it is arrogance.



f.  So loving self refers here to the believer with spiritual self-esteem at least.  To obey this command for impersonal love requires you first have spiritual self-esteem, which when combined with providential preventative suffering, produces spiritual autonomy, a dynamic, tranquil state, from which you can fulfill this command.


2.  Jn 15:12, “This is My mandate, that you love each other as I have loved you.”  How did Jesus love us?  Personally?  No.  Impersonally, because we were imperfect.  Because of His personal love for God the Father and His impersonal love toward the entire human race, He went to the cross and was judged for our sins.  Once we believe in Christ, then we receive God’s perfect righteousness, which God always loves.  Now Christ loves us personally, directed toward the divine righteousness in us.


3.  Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you might love each other.”


4.  1 Jn 3:23, “Furthermore, this is His mandate, that we believe in the person of His Son, and that we love each other as He commanded us.”


5.  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love one another, because virtue love is from God.”


6.  1 Jn 4:11, “Beloved, if God loves us [and He does], we also have become obligated to keep on loving one another.”  In order to execute this mandate, we must have personal love for God the Father.  You cannot have impersonal love for all mankind until you have personal love for God the Father.


7.  1 Jn 4:20, 21, “If someone should allege, ‘I love God,’ and yet he hates his fellow believer, he is a liar.  For he who does not love his fellow believer whom he has seen is not able to be loving God, whom he has not seen.”  Even our love for God is based on the virtue of impersonal love from Bible doctrine.  “Furthermore, we have this mandate from Him, that he who loves God should also love his fellow believer.”  First comes your personal love for God, from which comes your spiritual self-esteem, and when combined with providential preventative suffering to produce spiritual autonomy, you have the ability to love all impersonally.


8.  1 Jn 4:9‑12, 16.  “By this the virtue love of God was manifest in our case because God [Father] has sent His unique Son into the world, in order that through Him we might be saved.  By this virtue love exists, not because we love God, but because He loved us [impersonal love for all mankind], and He sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God loved us [and He does], we also become obligated to keep loving each other [impersonal love].  No one has seen God at any time; if we love each other, God resides in us and His virtue love has been fulfilled by us.  Furthermore, we have come to know and we have believed the virtue love which God keeps having for us.  God is virtue love.”


9.  Eph 1:5, “By means of love [God’s virtue love as a problem solving device], He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself, according to the grace purpose of His will.”

    
10.  Love is commanded not for unity, but for stability in the angelic conflict.  Therefore, the filling of the Spirit is the trigger.  Impersonal love knocks out Satan’s dynamics, 1 Jn 3:4.

    
11.  Our Lord’s description of impersonal love is given in Lk 6:27-37.



a.  Lk 6:27, “But I say to you who are listening to Me, keep on loving your enemies, do good to those who hate you,”  These mandates cannot be fulfilled by any human power.  These can only be fulfilled by the divine power of Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness and the filling of the Spirit.



b.  Lk 6:28, “bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”  There is no human strength capable of fulfilling these mandates.



c.  Lk 6:29, “To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer him the other also; furthermore, from the man who takes your coat, do not keep back your shirt.”



d.  Lk 6:30, “Give to everyone who asks you, and stop demanding the return of your goods from him who takes them.”  This is a dynamic of spiritual power and cannot be accomplished through personal love.



e.  Lk 6:31-37, “And just as you desire that men do to you, do to them likewise.  Furthermore, if you love those who love you [and you do], what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love those who love them.  Even if you do good to those who do good to you [maybe you will and maybe you won’t], what credit is that to you?  Even sinners do the same.  If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive it back, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners expecting to be repaid in full.  But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, without expecting to get anything in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; because He Himself is loving to the ungrateful and the evil.  Be merciful, as your Father is merciful.  Stop judging and you will never be judged; stop condemning others, and you will never be condemned; be forgiving, and you will be forgiven.”  Just because people do good to you does not mean that you appreciate it.  Capacity for appreciation is limited.

    
12.  Paul’s description of impersonal love.  Rom 12:14-21, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  Be thinking the same things [divine viewpoint] toward each other; do not be thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with the humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is honorable [laws of divine establishment] in the sight of all men.  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live in harmony with all mankind.  Beloved, stop avenging yourselves, instead give place to the punishment of the justice of God, for it is written, ‘Punishment belongs to Me, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  So if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for by doing this you will pile coals of fire burning on his head.  Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the [absolute] good.”

    
13.  Impersonal love is related to spiritual self-esteem.



a.  Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  “As you love yourself is a reference to spiritual self-esteem, not arrogance.



b.  Mt 19:19; 22:39, “You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.”



c.  Mk 12:30-31, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your thinking, and with all your ability.  The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.”



d.  Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you love each other.”



e.  Heb 13:1, “Let brotherly love continue.”



f.  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to doctrine purified your souls from non-hypocritical love [virtue-love] of the brethren, fervently love each other from your hearts.”



g.  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love each other, because love is always from God; and every one who loves has been born from God and has come to know God.”



h.  The royal law is found in three dispensations: the Old Testament dispensation of Israel, the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union and the dispensation of the Church Age, and in each case it is something different.  The royal law cannot be executed by believers in the Old Testament on the same high echelon as you in the Church Age.  The royal law says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  James describes impersonal love as the royal law of the Church.  Jam 2:8, “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law [You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself] on the basis of the Scripture, in this you are doing well.”  The doctrine of impersonal love is a royal law for the royal family of God.  Gal 5:14, “For the entire Law is fulfilled in one doctrine, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”




(1)  In both of these verses, impersonal love for all mankind is related to the believer’s status quo in spiritual self-esteem.




(2)  The royal law for the royal family of God is mandated.




(3)  The royal law of impersonal love implies that spiritual self-esteem is necessary; for a part of impersonal love is that you never feel threatened by hostility, by hatred, by enmity, by any form of antagonism, or anything that is done to you unjustly, and this is also a part of spiritual self-esteem.




(4)  The royal law of impersonal love implies that spiritual self-esteem is necessary and a prerequisite for being consistent in the fulfilling of this divine mandate.




(5)  Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for when he loves the other, he has fulfilled the Law.”
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