Philemon 22




- is the adverb of time HAMA, meaning “at the same time” plus the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” and the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 - is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb ETOIMAZW, meaning “to prepare, to make ready.”

The present tense is an aorist present for punctiliar action in present time.


The active voice indicates that Philemon will produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty rather than a command.

 - is the dative of advantage from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for me” and referring to Paul.
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun XENIA, meaning “a guest room, a place of lodging.”
“But at the same time also prepare a guest room for me;”
 - is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “for.”  It explains the reason for Paul’s command to Philemon.  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, meaning, “to be confident; to hope.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action begun in the past which continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  Paul was confident of his release from prison and his opportunity to come to Colossae.

 - is the epexegetical use of the particle HOTI, meaning “that.”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine plural article and the noun PROSEUCHĒ plus the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “through your prayers.”
 - is the first person singular future passive indicative from the verb CHARIZOMAI, meaning “to be given.”

The future tense is a predictive future, denoting an event, which has not yet occurred but is expected in the future.


The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action.


The indicative mood indicates the reality of Paul’s impending release.

. - is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you all.”
“for I am confident that through your prayers I will be given to you all.”
Phlm 22 corrected translation
“But at the same time also prepare a guest room for me; for I am confident that through your prayers I will be given to you all.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul is so confident that Philemon will do all that he asks and that the Lord expects of him as a believer that Paul tells Philemon to prepare a guest room for him, because he is coming to visit.


a.  This was a great honor for Philemon.  The greatest believer in the Church Age wanted to come and stay with him.


b.  This was a tremendous grace action on the part of Paul.  He backed up his words with action.  His action was to demonstrate his trust in Philemon’s application of doctrine by wanting to come spend time with him.


c.  Paul also wanted to come see his friend Onesimus at Philemon’s home.  This is not stated because the implication leaps out from between the lines.

2.  Paul is also extremely confident that he will successfully defend himself before Nero and be set free again.


a.  This is not arrogance on the part of the apostle, but complete and total orientation toward the grace and will of God.


b.  Paul realizes the importance of his mission in the Church Age and the fact that that mission is not over.


c.  Paul realizes the importance that all the believers in the Roman empire have as a part of God’s plan to pray for his impending release.


d.  Paul has confidence in the power of prayer before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  So much we have unwavering confidence in the power of prayer before the Supreme Court of Heaven.


e.  Paul is totally dependent on the justice of God to handle his case for him.  He is so confidant that he is sure God will permit him to be released to travel to Colossae and teach doctrine.


f.  The justice of God must be our frame of reference in time of testing.  Without this frame of reference, we will inevitably resort to dependence upon the arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).

3.  All believers must adjust to the justice of God.

     a.  Divine grace is administered through the essence of God.  Ultimately, all blessing or discipline from God to us must be filtered through His justice.  As goes the justice of God, so goes blessing or cursing to us.


b.  What God provides in grace must not compromise His perfect essence.


c.  Love is the motivation of grace, but justice is the function of grace.  Love isn’t a mechanic of grace.


d.  Therefore, God’s justice must be free to give blessing to sinful man without violating divine integrity.  Whatever you receive in blessing, divine justice must “OK” it first.  Justice must approve everything that comes from God to man.


e.  God’s motivation is love; His decision is sovereignty.  But neither love nor sovereignty can go any farther than justice will take them.  Justice has the final say in whether you will be blessed or cursed in this life.


f.  So how can God avoid compromising His perfect righteousness and still have a relationship with us?  The missing link is our adjustment to the justice of God.


g.  You cannot adjust to any of the other characteristics of God.  You can only adjust to the justice of God.  Once you adjust to the justice of God, everything else in your life will fall into place.


h.  Adjustment to the justice of God is the divine freedom for justice to provide either blessing or cursing for us through grace without compromising or jeopardizing any aspect of the essence of God.  Whether you are blessed or cursed, the integrity of God is never violated or compromised, but remains in status quo.


i.  Adjustment to the justice of God occurs in three categories: salvation, rebound, and spiritual maturity.

4.  Salvation Adjustment to the Justice of God.


a.  God is fair; it is impossible for God to be unfair because He has perfect righteousness and immutability.  God can’t change what He is:  perfect justice.  When perfect righteousness and justice team up, the blessing of salvation must be provided without any compromise of divine essence.


b.  Divine justice administers what divine perfect righteousness demands.  Therefore, perfect righteousness makes a demand upon justice:  that justice cannot save anyone in the human race unless perfect righteousness is perfectly satisfied and remains in status quo.  This means all the sins of the human race must be judged in someone qualified.  Justice must judge to maintain the perfect status quo of divine perfect righteousness.  Deut 32:4; 2 Chr 19:7; Job 37:23; Ps 19:9, 50:6, 58:11, 89:14; Isa 45:21; Jer 50:7; Rom 3:26; Heb 10:30-31, 12:23.


c.  When Jesus Christ was on the cross, our sins were poured out on Him and judged by the justice of God.  1 Pet 2:24; 2 Cor 5:21.


d.  The guilt of the sinful human race was shifted to Jesus Christ on the cross, Rom 5:12, 6:23.  We are born spiritually dead, but we are not born guilty!


e.  Therefore the justice of God was propitiated by the efficacious sacrifice of Christ on the cross.


f.  The scene of the cross was a real and perfect courtroom scene.  The work of Christ satisfied the justice of the Father, and freed anyone to believe in Christ, so that man is free to adjustment to the justice of God.  The justice of God is now free to pardon, and more - to justify sinful mankind through man’s non-meritorious adjustment to the justice of God, Rom 3:21-28, 4:5, 8:1.


g.  This adjustment to the justice of God is instantaneous at the moment we believe in Christ, Jn 3:16, 20:36; Acts 16:31.  Of all things non-meritorious in life, the greatest of all is faith.


h.  Only faith in the object of Christ can provide that instant adjustment to the justice of God.  When man believes in Christ, the justice of God is free to provide for Him the forty things of salvation.


i.  For those who do not adjust to the justice of God at salvation, the justice of God is not free and must condemn to the lake of fire forever those who do not believe in Christ, Jn 3:18, 36.  You can’t have heaven without hell.  The link is the justice of God; He must be fair.  The justice of God is only free to curse negative volition at the point of God-consciousness or Gospel-hearing.  If God did not send unbelievers to hell, His justice is compromised and therefore there is no salvation.

5.  Rebound Adjustment to the Justice of God.


a.  Rebound is technical for the believer’s restoration to fellowship and recovery of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This technique is necessary because the believer continues to have an old sin nature after salvation.


b.  1 Jn 1:9 says that this adjustment to the justice of God occurs through our naming, citing, or confessing our sins.  Because the believer’s sins were judged on the cross, this adjustment to the justice of God is also instantaneous.  It is possible by simply naming your sins.  How you feel makes no difference because judgment already has been accomplished, Ps 32:5, 38:18, 51:3-4; Prov 28:13; Jer 3:13; 1 Cor 11:31; 1 Jn 1:9.


c.  When the believer confesses a sin, the justice of God is free to forgive that sin because the justice of God was propitiated at the cross.  Only justice and no other part of God’s essence can forgive sin.  It is a matter of justice, which gets us back in fellowship.


d.  Therefore the believer cites his sins directly to God and is immediately restored to fellowship, and the filling of the Holy Spirit is resumed in place of grieving or quenching the Holy Spirit.  This is a private matter between the believer and God.


e.  Blasphemous approaches to the rebound adjustment to the justice of God:



(1)  To confess sins to other believers; they can’t absolve you from sin.



(2)  To feel sorry for your sins and count on that for your forgiveness.



(3)  To go through some system of penance or works.


f.  Rebound adjustment to the justice of God is never a license to sin; the only license is the encouragement for the believer to adjust to the justice of God, recover from sin, and continue in his spiritual momentum.

6.  Maturity Adjustment to the Justice of God.


a.  Through the consistent and daily function of the grace apparatus for perception (our human spirit and the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit), the believer reaches spiritual maturity, where the believer has rest and relaxation, and then his momentum is continued.


b.  After a period of rest the believer moves into a period of greater testing of his/her faith and advanced stage of spiritual maturity, where God is glorified.  Finally, God is pleased in the ultimate stage of spiritual maturity—PLĒROMA status, or being filled with all the fullness of God (Eph 3:19).


c.  These categories of spiritual growth have zones of blessing.  In the secondary zones of spiritual maturity, God is glorified; in the primary zone of spiritual maturity, God is both glorified and pleased.


d.  Maximum doctrine in the soul of the believer frees the justice of God to provide maximum blessing for time for the mature believer.


e.  There are five categories in this blessing package.  Some of the blessings are received immediately, while others are received as the believer continues to grow.  The five categories of blessing are:  spiritual, temporal, association, historical, and dying blessings.
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