Philemon 12




 - is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to Onesimus.

 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANEPEMPW, which means “to send back.”

The aorist tense is an epistolary and culminative aorist in which Paul places himself in the position of Philemon, when Philemon receives the letter.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that Paul is the one producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

, - is the dative of advantage from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”
“whom I have sent back for your benefit;”
, - is the appositional use of the accusative absolute from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS meaning “the same one.”
 - is the epexegetical use of the nominative neuter singular from the immediate demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI.  This is an idiom, meaning “that is, [the representation of].”  The idiom omits the writing of the thought in brackets.

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates Onesimus produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative neuter plural direct object from the article and the noun SPLAGCHNON, meaning “affections” plus the possessive use of the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my affections.”  Paul uses this same word in Phlm 7, 20; Col 3:12 and Phil 2:1.


a.  Phlm 7 “For you see I have begun to have great happiness and encouragement [comfort] on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”

b.  Col 3:12 “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],…”
“that very same one; that is, [the representation] of my affections.”
Phlm 12 corrected translation
“whom I have sent back for your benefit; that very same one; that is, [the representation] of my affections.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his sentence with a remarkable statement: he has sent Onesimus back for Philemon’s benefit—the dative of advantage. In what way will Onesimus be an advantage to Philemon?


a.  Onesimus is now a spiritually adult believer, if not already a mature believer.  This means that Onesimus will be a great blessing by association to Philemon.


b.  Onesimus will be able to explain to Philemon personally all the details of the Colossian, Ephesian, and Philippian epistles.


c.  Onesimus will certainly have Philemon on his personal prayer list.


d.  Onesimus will undoubtedly repay Philemon in full and beyond for any financial loss he has suffered.


e.  Onesimus will remain a faithful companion to Philemon just as he had been to Paul.  True friends are hard to find in the cosmic system.


f.  Onesimus’ presence will provide the opportunity for Philemon to use the problem solving devices like he has never used them before, which will certainly accelerate his own spiritual growth.


g.  Onesimus and Philemon together will have an even greater invisible impact on the congregation at Colossae.

2.  Paul closes his sentence with another startling statement: Onesimus is not only the object of, but also the living representation of the apostle’s very own affections, compassion, feelings.


a.  In essence Paul is saying: “Accept Onesimus as if you were accepting me personally, because all the Christian love and affections which reside in me are perfectly represented in him.”  What a dramatic way to describe someone!


b.  Paul recognizes that through metabolized doctrine circulating in the soul of Onesimus, Onesimus has become just like Paul.  Another way of saying this is: “he is my clone.”

c.  Paul was very proud of Onesimus and had great personal love for him.  They had certainly become very close during their short time together.  Imagine how difficult it must have been for Paul to let him go.


d.  Yet Paul understood the principle that a right thing must be done in a right way to be right.  And the right thing is Onesimus wanting to return to his master and pay his debt.  Paul agrees with this correct doctrinal application and willingly sends him back.


e.  It would have taken a real idiot not to see the personal love and affection Paul had for Onesimus, and Philemon was no idiot.  Paul has dramatically made his point, and it was not lost on Philemon.

3.  Application.


a.  Do you do the right thing even though it may cost you emotionally?


b.  Do you have the kind of relationship described here with any personal friends?  If not, then the problem is capacity.  And you only get capacity from the metabolization and correct application of doctrine.


c.  When’s the last time you ask God to give you the right doctrine to increase your capacity, so that He could provide you with the right friends?

4.  The Negative Aspects of Friendship.


a.  Anyone can make a friend.  Be careful you don’t run around with the wrong crowd and get led astray.  You will find your friends among like-minded believers.  Don’t run around with unbelievers, because they are going in a different direction.  1 Cor 15:33, “Do not be deceived, evil friends corrupt good morals.”  Prov 13:20, “he who walks with wise men will be wise, but the friends of fools will suffer evil.”

b.  Beware of your believer friends in the cosmic system.  Your cosmic friends may be moral or immoral, but the results are the same: you are evangelized for the cosmic system.



(1)  The moral cosmic believer is affectionate without being passionate, and with affection lures the believer from the divine dynasphere into the cosmic system.  In this case, friendship becomes more important than doctrine.



(2)  The immoral cosmic believer is passionate without being affectionate and with his passion lures the mature believer into the cosmic system.  In this case, passion leads to sex becoming more important than doctrine.



(3)  Affection comes from the soul and is meaningful only when it includes virtue, integrity, and capacity for love.


c.  Your friends are not your security in life, God is.


d.  Cliques establish elitism, which destroys normal social intercourse among Christians, so that previous friendships are destroyed.  Friendships involve intimacy, advice, encouragement, rapport, communication, and companionship, which are all normal, but friendships do not include controlling others, possessiveness, dependency, manipulation, and interference.  Cliques have a friendship obsession and clique leaders collect friends like some people collect baseball cards.


e.  You cannot build your happiness in life on the details of life.  Friends are a detail of life.  Therefore, you cannot build your happiness on having friends.


f.  By falling in love or making a friend, you have created a problem.  The object of your love is not perfect, and sooner or later, that object will be a source of people testing, whether irritation or antagonism.  One of the biggest problems in life is to fall in love or make a friend; therefore, the importance of the ten problem solving devices on the FLOT line of the soul.


g.  If a person cannot cope with his own problems, he definitely cannot take on the problems of a friend.  Personal love for friends complicates life by combining the problems of two people, which intensifies stress in the life.


h.  Never build a friendship on counseling.  Sooner or later you must throw away your crutches and solve your own problems.


i.  The poor have very few real friends, Prov 19:4, “Wealth adds many friends, but the poor man is separated from even one friend.”
5.  The Positive Aspects of Friendship.


a.  Humility can form tremendous friendships, because the weaknesses or failures of others do not destroy friendship.  This friendship is not based on compatible areas of weaknesses and old sin natures.  We do not make friends based on compatibility of old sin natures; for compatibility of old sin natures means friends today and a fight tomorrow.  Humility develops capacity of soul for friendship.  Humility never destroys relationships.


b.  Having friends is a part of your logistical grace blessings, but having great friends is a part of your escrow blessings for time.  So if you want great friends, become spiritually mature.  Beware that friendship does not become a distraction to your spiritual life.  Friendship with other believers is optional; it is never mandatory as a part of the Christian life.


c.  In normal friendships, there is a rapport between the individuals, encouragement, and divine viewpoint from doctrine both thought and expressed.  True friendships demand integrity on both sides.  Normal friendships among Christians do not hinder spiritual progress.


d.  Suffering for blessing is your friend, not your enemy; for suffering gives you the opportunity to apply doctrine through the ten problem solving devices and accelerate your spiritual growth.  When is the last time you thanked God for your suffering?


e.  Impersonal love gives you the capacity for friendship, so that when God brings your way personal friends and loved ones, you will have the magnificent capacity for personal love toward them, which will make your life very meaningful.


f.  All true friendship is based upon thinking.  Thinking is the source of honor and integrity, which is the basis for all great friendship.


g.  If you have fellowship with positive believers who have virtue, integrity, and who recognize the privacy of your priesthood, and yet can have a wonderful relationship with you, you will make some of the greatest friendships in this life.  The advantage to such friendships is that you are not depending on them, you are depending on the Lord.


h.  Anyone who is honest with you is your friend.


i.  As a believer, the Lord Jesus Christ is your best friend, and as a mature believer occupied with Christ, you are the friend of God.  This is expressed in Eph 3:17 as, “Christ being at home in your right lobe through doctrine.”
Doctrine of Friendship (Category Three Love)
A.  Definition.

1.  For the royal family of God, love comes in three categories:  toward God, toward right man or right woman, and toward friends.  There is also an obligatory love of impersonal love or a relaxed mental attitude toward all that could be classified as category four love.  


2.  Category three love is for friends only.  The smarter you are, the fewer friends you have.  True friends don’t try to upstage you or compete with you, Heb 13:1; 1 Sam 20:17.


3.  Category three love is restricted to only your friends.  It is alright for the pastor to have friends among members of his congregation.  



4.  Friendship is a non‑touching relationship.  If jealousy interferes, you can’t have category three love with the opposite sex.  Category three love doesn’t depend on sex in any form.


5.  This love is based on mutual soul rapport.  Therefore, it is a two-way street.  If love isn’t returned, forget it.  Friends gravitate to areas of compatibility, establishing soul rapport, 1 Sam 20:41‑42.


6.  The principle of category three love is found in Prov 17:17, 18:24.  You can have a friendship relationship which is stronger than with your immediate family.  Distance and time are no object in this kind of relationship.


7.  True friends never stab you in the back, Prov 17:9.  True friends never gossip about what their friends do wrong.

B.  Category three love provides a pleasant and relaxing environment.

1.  You are always relaxed around true friends.  True friends don’t use things you say against you.  Prov 10:12, “Love covers all transgressions.”  Rom 13:10, “Love works no evil to a neighbor.”


2.  You can relax around your true friends.


3.  Your friends aren’t competing with you, and therefore they will never stab you in the back socially or economically.


4.  True friends guard your privacy.


5.  Friends never gossip or malign about you to others.  True friends protect your back.

C.  Category three love is free from hypocrisy. Rom 12:9, “Let your love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor evil; cling to what is good.”


1.  In the avoidance of hypocrisy, true friendship is often established.  You can be honest with your friends; you can level with them.


2.  When you have a true friendship, remember that friends are not designed to be deceived.


3.  Anyone to whom you must give a false impression can never be a true friend.  All forms of hypocrisy destroy friendship.


4.  Some people never have friends because they are arrogant and proud of their hypocrisy and their ability to deceive others.

D.  Category three love is outgoing and objective rather than hypersensitive and subjective.

1.  You can say anything to true friends.  2 Sam 1:26; Gal 5:13 “through love serve one another.”


2.  Capacity for category three love through Bible doctrine in the soul is the basis for a relaxed mental attitude toward all believers.


3.  In life you will have few true friends, but you must have a relaxed mental attitude toward all believers, including the worst kind.  Category three love toward a few friends overflows in a relaxed mental attitude toward all believers.

E.  Category three love is the function of the soul, Prov 27:9‑10.

1.  A man’s soul is sweet to his friend.  You don’t forsake your father’s friends.  You can love a friend more than a relative when the friend has Bible doctrine in his soul. 


2.  Prov 27:9‑10 teaches that we sometimes inherit friends from our parents.  Some of the best friends you ever have in life are inherited from your father or mother.


3.  Category three love overlaps generations.  Age is no barrier in category three love.


4.  Under category three love, there is no generation gap.


5.  Category three friendship is closer than family love.


6.  As perfume is sweet to the smell, so category three friendship is sweet to your soul.

F.  Jesus Christ commands love in the royal family, and this love is an extension of category three love, Jn 15:11‑17. 


1.  This is the relaxed mental attitude of AGAPĒ love and category three love.  Regardless of what the believer is like, you are to never have any mental attitude sins toward any believer.


2.  The love commanded here is directed to all believers.


3.  This is not category three love that is commanded, but a relaxed mental attitude.


4.  This love, extended to all the royal family, is strictly a mental attitude love.  It is minus social obligation.  By contrast, you do have a social obligation with true friends.


5.  This relaxed mental attitude comes from the balance of residency in the soul, i.e., the filling of the Holy Spirit plus Bible doctrine in the soul.  Personality is no issue.  You are to get along with the bad personalities also.

G.  Grace dynamics often involves an appeal to category three love rather than to a divine command, Phile 8‑9.

1.  Paul didn’t pull rank, but he beseeched Philemon on the basis of their category three love.


2.  Paul, as an apostle, can order Philemon, his friend, to free Onesimus who was Philemon’s slave.


3.  Paul prefers to appeal to the category three love and friendship between them as two royal ambassadors.


4.  In this way, the freeing of Onesimus becomes a grace function rather than obedience to an order from a higher authority.


5.  Remember that category three love is limited to a few.


6.  It takes both energy and sacrifice to have true friends.


7.  The energy and sacrifice is compensated by desire and capacity in the soul.


8.  In life, you may have many acquaintances, but only a few friends under Biblical standards.  You never let true friends interfere with decisions you must make.


9.  Learn to distinguish between “loving the brethren” and category three love.

    
10.  As previously seen, loving the brethren is an extension of category three love.

    
11.  However, loving the brethren has the same source as category three love, i.e., the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.

H.  Category three love is a giving love, 1 Sam 18:1‑4.  It gives time, thoughtfulness, and material things.
I.  Category three love can be neutralized or destroyed by any of the following.

1.  Mental attitude sins, Job 19:19, 20, 22.


2.  Verbal sins, Prov 16:28, 17:9.


3.  National disaster, Jer 20:4.

J.  Counterfeit or pseudo‑love is taught in Prov 19:6‑7.  Generosity can always attract pseudo‑category three love types.  Therefore, you must be careful.

K.  Loss of category three love is part of intensive discipline, Ps 38:11, 88:18.  Stingy people lack capacity for friendship.  True friends show up when you are broke.

6

