Phlm 11




…- is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective ACHRĒSTOS, meaning “the one of little use, the useless one.”
 - is the enclitic particle or adverb of time POTE, meaning: “once, formerly, or at one time.”
 - is the dative of disadvantage from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Literally this says “the formerly useless to you one.”  In English we smooth this out into a relative clause: “the one who was formerly useless.”
“the one who was formerly useless to you,”
 - is the particle of time NUNI, meaning “now” plus the postpositive conjunction of mild contrast DE, meaning “but.”  

- this conjunction is not found in the best manuscripts, and was probably repeated because of the copyist’s habit from the same phrase in verse nine.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning, “is.”
 - is the dative of advantage from the second person singular personal pronoun SU and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW connected by the simple conjunction KAI, meaning “to you and me” or “for your and my benefit.”
 - is the accusative masculine singular direct object from the adjective EUCHRĒSTOS, meaning “useful, beneficial.”
“but now [is] useful to you and me.”
Phlm 11 corrected translation
“the one who was formerly useless to you, but now [is] useful to you and me.”
Explanation:
1.  As unbelievers, all of us are useless in life.


a.  As unbelievers all of us can be replaced by someone else who can do the job just as well or better than we can.


b.  Employers, bosses, executives know this only too well.  Therefore, employees are often treated very unfairly in the devil’s world.


c.  When employees think they are indispensable, it is time for them to leave.  Generally, they leave in one of two ways.



(1)  Because they think they are irreplaceable, they are arrogant.  Once they are arrogant, they will inevitably do something contrary to company policy.  At that point, they get fired and they deserve to be fired.



(2)  Because they think they are not being compensated well enough for their fantastic contributions, they quit and take their services elsewhere.  This is another form of arrogance; it is self-promotion rather than God promotion.  Eventually this person will rise beyond their capacity and self-destruct.


d.  None of us are irreplaceable; none of us earn or deserve a living from the government, the state, the country, our company, or any one else.  We have jobs as a part of the Lord Jesus Christ’s logistical grace support for us as believers in cosmos diabolicus.



(1)  Satan owes us nothing, and will do nothing for us as believers.  In fact, he will do everything he can to turn others against us and try to get us fired.  There is nothing you can do to stop this attack accept do your job as unto the Lord.



(2)  Even though the government does not owe you a living, it does owe you the money you paid into unemployment insurance while you were working.  Therefore, there is nothing wrong with Christians collecting unemployment, as long as they are not doing so when legitimate work is available to them.

2.  Onesimus was useless to Philemon as a worker.  Onesimus was arrogant.  He thought he was underpaid, overworked, and under-loved.  So he quit his job as Philemon’s servant, stole from Philemon, and ran away.  Today, this would be the same as embezzling funds from your company and heading for Mexico.

3.  Now Philemon is faced with a letter from his personal friend Paul, saying that Onesimus indeed has been useful to Paul and has been useful to Philemon.  Philemon is probably thinking to himself at this point, “How could Onesimus be useful to me?  He hasn’t returned to stolen money or purchased his freedom.  What has he done for me lately?”
4.  The difference is that Onesimus is now a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that makes all the difference in the world.


a.  No believer is ever useless in the plan of God.


b.  Every believer is in union with Christ, and nothing intimately united to Christ is ever useless.


c.  At the very least, even the death of the loser believer is God’s victory.  The death of every believer is God’s victory over Satan as a part of the angelic conflict.  Every believer’s death is a demonstration of the faithfulness, love, grace, and justice of God, because God picks the time, place, and manner of our death.  He does all the work and gets all the credit.


d.  Therefore, God is glorified by the death of every believer.


e.  Therefore, no believer is useless in the plan of God.

5.  Onesimus became a winner believer, and therefore, was useful to both Paul and Philemon.

Doctrine of the Winner
A.  Definition.

1.  Both in time and eternity, believers are classified as either winners or losers.


2.  Winners are believers who live in the divine dynasphere, learn doctrine, pass momentum tests, advance to maturity, fulfill the plan of God, and glorify Jesus Christ.


3.  Losers are believers who live in the cosmic system, are servants of Satan, are constantly under the control of their old sin nature, are involved in both motivational and functional evil (cosmic one and cosmic two), and cannot be distinguished from unbelievers.


4.  Losers are Christians who fail in time, but do not lose their salvation.  They have an inferior place in heaven, have no authority in the Millennium, and have no impact on history.


5.  Winners are described in Rev 2-3 by the present active participle of NIKAW, as in Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26 and 3:5, 12, 21.  In each case, the participle is translated like a noun, “the winner.”

6.  All historical blessing and prosperity in the Church Age results from unknown and unnamed believers who are living in the divine dynasphere and advancing to maturity, thus forming the pivot of invisible heroes.


7.  These mature believers we call winners.  They provide blessing by association and historical up-trends, but are never recorded in any human history book.


8.  Therefore these believers are the unknown, unsung heroes of history during the Church Age.  They have used the hidden manna of Bible doctrine and logistical grace to advance to maturity.  The winner is the secret to national blessing.


9.  Winners have a prominent place in the Millennium.  At the Rapture, they receive a white pebble; that is, a resurrection body with a new name of knighthood.  These believers have the greatest and most permanent of all fame for all eternity.

B.  The Principle of the Winner.

1.  The winner or mature believer receives distribution of his escrow blessings for time.



a.  Eph 1 teaches that billions of years ago in eternity past, God the Father, as the grantor, deposited greater blessings into escrow for every believer, i.e., greater blessings for both time and the eternal state.



b.  Our Lord Jesus Christ as the escrow officer makes distribution of escrow blessings in time and in eternity at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



c.  Therefore, the winner has phenomenal impact and blessing in time as well as reward in eternity.


2.  The invisible hero is a mature believer who has a dynamic impact in history.



a.  During the times of the Gentiles, the greatest historical impact is not recorded in man’s history books.  Instead, impact is directly related to mature believers.



b.  Mature believers have a tremendous influence on every facet of our life.




(1)  They have an influence on the establishment principle of freedom through military victory.




(2)  They have an influence on law enforcement, from the judge on the bench to the police officer on patrol.




(3)  They have an influence on the economy.




(4)  They have an influence on the general life and culture.




(5)  They have an influence in Christianity, e.g., in evangelism, Bible teaching, and missionary activity.



c.  But when the pivot of mature believers shrinks, the cycles of discipline begin.  Then the only solution is found in an enlarged pivot of believers who attain spiritual maturity and execute the protocol plan of God.


3.  Invisible God plus invisible assets plus invisible power equals invisible heroes.


4.  No one can become an invisible hero apart from post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.  This means the perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.


5.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age cannot be perceived or metabolized apart from residence in your very own palace, the operational-type divine dynasphere; i.e., the filling of the Spirit or spirituality.


6.  No believer can execute the protocol plan of God and become an invisible hero and glorify God apart from the teaching ministry of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  This shows the importance of the pastor’s exegetical, isagogical, categorical expository teaching of the mystery doctrine which specifically belongs to the Church.


7.  In client nation USA, visible heroes are related to the laws of divine establishment, while invisible heroes are related to the pivot of mature believers.


8.  As goes the believer, so goes the client nation to God.

C.  The Winner in the Future.

1.  The winner will be at the Rapture, 1 Thes 4:13-18.  All believers are resurrected at the same time.  The voice command of the archangel is for living believers.  The trumpet command is for dead believers (1 Cor 15:22), “corruption takes on incorruption.”

2.  The winners and losers will both be there together at the rapture.  Winners have great happiness in time and even more in eternity.


3.  The winners will also participate in the Big Genuflex, Phil 2:9-11; Rom 14:11-12.

D.  The winner is decorated at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

1.  2 Cor 5:10, “We must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one of us may receive what is due him for the things accomplished while in the body, whether good [winners] or evil [losers].”  The winner is “good” because he fulfilled the plan of God.


2.  The winner is not ashamed at the Judgment Seat of Christ as is the loser.



a.  Rom 5:5, “And hope [3] does not make us ashamed at the Judgment Seat of Christ.”


b.  2 Tim 2:15, “a workman who does not need to be ashamed.”


c.  Phil 1:20, “According to my earnest expectation and hope that I shall not be put to shame in anything [at Judgment Seat of Christ], but with all confidence, Christ shall even now as always be glorified in my body, whether by life or by death.”

3.  The loser does have shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 



a.  Phil 3:18-19, “that they are the enemies of the cross…whose glory is their shame [at Judgment Seat of Christ].”  



b.  1 Jn 2:28, “that if He should appear, we might have confidence and might not be put to shame by Him in His presence.”

4.  Two major decorations are given to the winner at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



a.  The crown of life is given for life in the divine dynasphere, Rev 2:10. 



b.  The order of the morning star is the highest decoration for living the Christian life.  Rev 2:28, “I will give to him the order of the morning star.”



(1)  The name is derived from the title of our Lord.  In His strategic and tactical victory He is called, “The Morning Star.”  Num 24:17, “A star shall come from Jacob [First Advent].”  2 Pet 1:19, “With reference to which you perform honorably by habitually concentrating in your right lobes on the lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns [Second Advent] and the morning star [Jesus Christ] has come.”



(2)  The uniform of glory worn by Jesus Christ as the Morning Star was displayed at the Mount of Transfiguration.  This uniform of glory is the translucent robe of light, which Christ wears over His resurrection body.  The uniform of glory was modeled by Christ for Peter, James and John, Mt 16:28-17:2, “His face shone like the sun and His clothes became white, like light.”  This uniform is now constantly worn by the humanity of Christ.

E.  The Order of the Morning Star.

1.  Rev 2:28, “I will give to him the order of the morning star.”  This is a decoration for life in the divine dynasphere.  It is the highest decoration God can give a human being.


2.  It includes the privilege of wearing the uniform of glory, a uniform of translucent light over the resurrection body.  Rev 3:4, “But you have a few in Sardis, who have not soiled their clothes, in fact they will walk with Me in whites [the uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”  The winner wears the uniform of honor in time and the uniform of glory in eternity.


3.  The decoration includes presentation in the court of heaven to God the Father, Rev 3:5, “Thus the winner shall be clothed in a white garment, and I will never blot his name [the new knighthood] out of the book of life, in fact I will acknowledge his name in the presence of My Father and before His angels.”  While this occurs in the third heaven for all winners, the losers will wait in the second heaven.


4.  The order of the morning star includes a new knighthood, Rev 2:17, “To the winner I will give him blessing from the hidden manna [blessing in time from maximum Bible doctrine in the soul] and I will give him a white pebble, furthermore on that pebble [resurrection body] has been written a new name [title of knighthood] which no one knows except he who receives it.”  Each winner alone knows his place in the eternal order of chivalry.

F.  The winner returns with Christ at the Second Advent.  All Church Age believers return with Christ at the Second Advent, 1 Thes 3:13, “with all His saints,” but the winners come wearing their uniform of glory and order of the morning star, Col 3:4, “On the occasion when Christ our life shall become manifest, you also shall become manifest with Him in glory [wearing the uniform of glory].”
G.  Winners are involved in operation footstool and our Lord’s triumphal procession.

1.  Ps 110:1, “The Lord [God the Father] said to my Lord [Jesus Christ], ‘Sit down at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”

2.  Operation footstool begins at the Second Advent and includes the termination of the Armageddon campaign, the baptism of fire, the coup d’etat in which Satan loses the rulership of the earth, and the imprisonment of Satan and all fallen angels for 1000 years.


3.  Ps 110:1 is quoted in the New Testament in Mt 24:22; Mk 12:36; Lk 20:43; Acts 2:35; Heb 1:13, 10:13.


4.  Operation footstool includes the three phases of the triumphal procession.  Our Lord’s triumphal procession relates to our Lord’s victories over angelic and human enemies.  Unbelievers are dwelt with in the baptism of fire.



a.  The prisoners, Satan and fallen angels are marched in disgrace in the front of the column.



b.  Next comes the triumphant ruler, the Lord Jesus Christ.



c.  Then follows the army, the Church Age believers.


5.  All the demons are disarmed for public exhibition, Col 2:15, “And having disarmed demon archons [generals], and demon commissioned officers, He [Jesus Christ] made a public display of them, having celebrated a triumphal procession over them by means of it [the strategic victory of the cross].”

6.  At the end of the procession the prisoners were imprisoned, Zech 13:2; Col 2:15, or executed, 1 Cor 15:23-25.  The last one to be imprisoned is Satan, Rev 20:1-3.


7.  Then Christ gives the rulership of the world to God the Father, who in turn gives it back to His Son through a coronation.

H.  The Winner at the Coronation of Christ and the Wedding Supper, Rev 19:6-9.

1.  Winners have prominent places at the coronation and wedding supper.


2.  Verse 6, the “great crowd” is Church Age believers; the “many waters” are Old Testament believers; the “mighty thunderings” are Tribulational believers who survive the Tribulation.


3.  Verse 7 is the wedding supper.


4.  Verse 8, the “fine linen” includes all believers of the Church Age; and refers to their imputed righteousness from God parlayed into ultimate sanctification at resurrection.  “Bright” refers to the winners of the order of the morning star.  “Unsoiled” refers to winners exchanging their uniform of honor for their uniform of glory.

I.  The Authority of the Order of the Morning Star in the Millennium, Rev 2:26-28.  “And so the winner, even he who keeps My assignments until the end [of his lifetime], to him I will give authority over the nations; and so He will rule them with an iron scepter as pots made of clay are shattered [capital punishment], so I also have received authority from My father.  Furthermore, I will give to him the order of the morning star.”
J.  The Function of the Morning Star in the Millennium, Rev 20:4.  “And I saw thrones; and they that sat on them and rulership was given to them.”  They will rule for 1000 years.

K.  The Privilege of the Morning Star Decoration in the Eternal State, Rev 2:7.  Only winners who have the order of the morning star have the privilege of access to the gazebo garden and tree of life.

L.  Other Special Rewards for the Winner.

1.  A special pillar in the temple, written in gold, which tells the winner’s story.  His name remains in the temple of God as a permanent history record of who was really important in human history.


2.  He has a coat of arms, Rev 3:12, which allows him to enter the New Jerusalem.  Only the winner can enter the New Jerusalem.


3.  The mandate to the winner is given in Rev 3:11, “I will be coming suddenly; seize [hold, master, attain, grasp] what you have [your portfolio of invisible assets], that no one may take away your wreath [military decoration].”  The winner is ordered to hold on to, master, grasp, attain doctrine in his soul.  This is a demand to learn the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  The crown is a part of the escrow blessings of the eternal state.  See the Doctrine of Crowns.



a.  The crown of righteousness, 2 Tim 4:7-8, is awarded to winners who execute the protocol plan of God through maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.



b.  The crown of life, Jam 1:12; Rev 2:10, is awarded to invisible heroes for maximum production of divine good through the execution of the protocol plan of God with emphasis on invisible impact.



c.  The crown of glory, 1 Pet 5:4; Phil 4:1, is awarded to pastors who are faithful in teaching the word of God.



d.  The order of the morning star is the highest decoration that can be awarded to a Church Age believer, Rev 2:26, 29.  This is awarded for the ultimate in impact through Bible doctrine.



e.  The winner also receives the uniform of glory, Rev 3:4, 18.



f.  There is a new order of knighthood for winners, Rev 2:17ff.  This includes a special royal title written in the Lamb’s book of life along with the divine good he produced in time.



g.  There is a coat of arms of glory for the winner, Rev 3:12.



h.  The miscellaneous privileges include:




(1)  A pillar in the Temple, Rev 3:12; this is a record of great deeds of the winner.




(2)  The name of the winner appears on the honors list, so that he may be presented in the court of heaven in a resurrection body, Rev 3:21, 5.




(3)  Winners will rule with Christ on earth during the millennium, Rev 5:17; 2 Tim 2:12; Rev 2:26; 3:21; 20:4.




(4)  The winner is a member of the Paradise club forever.  This includes three special privileges: eating from the Tree of Life, access to the gazebo in the Garden, access to the Paradise of God, Rev 2:7.
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