Phlm 10




 - this is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage, request, implore, appeal to, or entreat.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the apostle Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s request.

 - this is the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Philemon.

 - this is the preposition PERI plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun TEKNON plus the possessive genitive from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on behalf of my son.”  This is not a reference to any literal son of Paul, since we know he was not married and never had any illegitimate children.  However, it is a reference to one of his spiritual children.

“I appeal to you on behalf of my son,”
 - this is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring back to Paul’s spiritual child.

- this is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be the father of, to give birth to.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the relationship between Paul and his spiritual son as a whole, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—Onesimus is a believer.  The culminative aspect is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “have.”

The active indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

this is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural article used as a possessive pronoun and the noun DESMOS, meaning “in my chains.”
 - this is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular proper name ONĒSIMOS.

“whom I have fathered in my chains, Onesimus.”
Phlm 10 corrected translation
“I appeal to you on behalf of my son, whom I have fathered in my chains, Onesimus.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul finally gets the whole sentence out, which he began in verse eight.


a.  Phlm 8-10, “For this reason, though I have much confidence because of Christ that I could command you [to do] your duty, because of your great virtue-love, I appeal to—since I am none other than Paul, the ambassador, but now also the prisoner for Christ Jesus—I appeal to you on behalf of my son, whom I have fathered in my chains, Onesimus.”

b.  When we take out the qualifying clauses it sounds like this “For this reason, I appeal to you on behalf of my son, Onesimus.”
2.  Paul’s appeal is to the honor, integrity, and virtue of Philemon as a mature believer.  Paul wants Philemon to use his virtue-love as a problem-solving device to deal with Onesimus.

3.  Paul appeals to Philemon as a fellow-believer in Christ, as a fellow-member of the body of Christ, as a personal friend, and as a mature believer occupied with Christ.  Therefore, Paul does not order Philemon to do anything, which Paul had every right to do.

4.  Paul appeals on behalf of Onesimus, his spiritual son, not his physical son.  Paul has become the spiritual father of Onesimus while being imprisoned in Rome.  This tells Philemon several important things.


a.  Onesimus fled to Rome when he ran away.


b.  Somehow Philemon met up with Paul and was evangelized by Paul.


c.  We know that Paul was imprisoned in Rome for two years and he is writing toward the end of his imprisonment (elsewhere in the prison epistles he states that he expects to be released soon).  Therefore, Onesimus has advanced extraordinarily fast in his spiritual life; for he has gone from salvation to maturity in a little less than two years.  There are two reasons why this happened:  Onesimus had great positive volition, and the apostle Paul took him under his wing and taught him as a father would a son.

5.  Notice how Paul built Philemon up in the first nine verses and then hits him right between the eyes with a grace test.


a.  Verse 1 — a personal letter from the great apostle Paul to Philemon himself.  Wait till the other believers see this.


b.  Verse 2 — and he even thinks highly of my family and friends.


c.  Verse 3 — Paul is personally wishing that God be gracious and prosper me.


d.  Verse 4 — Paul is personally praying and giving thanks for me.


e.  Verse 5 — Paul is impressed with my application of doctrine.


f.  Verse 6 — Paul wants our personal friendship to become even better.


g.  Verse 7 — Paul says I am a source of happiness and refreshment to him as well as to others.


h.  Verses 8-10a — Paul is making a personal appeal to me to do something for him.  This is all too good to be true.


i.  Onesimus—that so-and-so, no good, rotten, good-for-nothing, snake-in-the-grass, yellow-backed, etc.

6.  This was a real grace test for Philemon.  Philemon had to use:


a.  The filling of the Spirit to stay in fellowship.


b.  The faith-rest drill, remembering that he had put Onesimus into the hands of the supreme court of heaven and this was the result.


c.  Grace orientation, being gracious toward a fellow member of the body of Christ, who is now in union with Christ, has God’s perfect righteousness, and is indwelt by the three members of the Trinity.


d.  Doctrinal orientation, realizing that the truth of Onesimus’ conversion, positive volition to doctrine, and recommendation from Paul were more real than Philemon’s old lusts from his sin nature for revenge.


e.  A personal sense of destiny, remembering that nothing that Onesimus did to Philemon in the past can compare with all that God has done for him in eternity past, is doing for him in time, and will do for him in the eternal future.


f.  His personal love for God the Father had to be more important to him than his antagonism toward Onesimus.


g.  His impersonal love for Onesimus was the issue being tested.  Could he treat Onesimus with honor, virtue, and integrity from the doctrine in his own soul or not.


h.  Philemon had to use the problem-solving device of sharing the happiness of God by not allowing any outside circumstance to put stress on soul to take away his happiness from his relationship with God.


i.  Finally, Philemon had to remain occupied with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, remembering that He controls history and He died for the sins of Onesimus as well as himself.

7.  With these things in mind, Philemon will apply doctrine correctly to this situation, pass the test, and advance even farther in his spiritual life.
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