Philemon 8



 - is the inferential conjunction DIO, which is a combination of the preposition DIA plus the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS.  Literally, this means “because of which”, but as an inferential conjunction it came to mean “Therefore” or “For this reason.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective POLUS, used with a noun in the singular to mean “much.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “because of Christ.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PARRĒSIA, which means “courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness” especially in the presence of persons of high rank.  It also means outspokenness, frankness, and plainness of speech.  Here the meaning “confidence” fits best with the context.

 - is the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have, to hold.”

The present tense is durative present for an action begun in the past, which continues into the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is concessive use of the participle and should be translated “though I have.”
“For this reason, though I have much confidence because of Christ”
 - is the present active infinitive from the verb EPITASSW, which means “to order, command” someone.


The present tense is a tendential present, which is used of an action that is purposed or attempted, though it is not actually taking place.  It represents the idea of something, which tends to occur.  Paul is saying that normally he would just command something to be done.


The active voice indicates that Paul had the authority to command or order Philemon to produce the intended action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of conceived result, in which the result of the action expressed in the infinitive is assumed as a natural consequence.

 - is the dative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
, - is the accusative neuter singular articular present active participle from the impersonal use of the verb ANĒKEI, which means “what is proper” or “what is one’s duty.”  The article is used as a possessive pronoun meaning “your.”  The impersonal verb is not declined.  Literally the Greek says “to command you your duty.”  However, in English we add the words “[to do]” to smooth out the sense; hence, the translation, “to command you to do your duty.”
“that I could command you [to do] your duty,”
Phlm 8 corrected translation
“For this reason, though I have much confidence because of Christ that I could command you [to do] your duty,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul starts to ask Philemon to do something as a natural result of Paul’s great happiness and encouragement because of Philemon’s virtue-love.  But he stops immediately to relate to Philemon his personal thinking prior to the request.  Before Paul asks Philemon to do something, he is going to show Philemon that he has thought long and hard about this request, and it is not something he is asking on the spur of the moment.


a.  Think before you speak.



(1)  Prov 10:19, “When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his lips is wise.”


(2)  Prov 29:20, “Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.”


(3)  Eccl 5:2, “Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God.  For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few.”


(4)  Matt 12:37, “For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.”


(5)  Lk 4:22, “And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from his lips.”

b.  Think before you act.



(1)  Prov 13:16, “Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool displays folly.”


(2)  Eccl 12:14, “For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.”


(3)  Lk 6:47, “Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like:”


(4)  1 Cor 13:5, “[virtue-love] does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered.”


(5)  1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.”

c.  Think doctrine before you do anything.  Jam 2:12, “So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.”
2.  The beginning of Paul’s thinking was simple—he could simply order Philemon to do what was proper and fitting under the circumstances.  As an apostle, Paul had the authority to command Philemon to do his Christian duty regarding Onesimus, but he does not do so.  Why?  Philemon must be given enough room as a mature believer to make up his own mind.


a.  Philemon must live his own spiritual life; Paul cannot and will not live his spiritual life for him.


b.  Paul had full confidence as an apostle to order other Christians around when the situation called for it.  This is evident from many passages of Scripture.



(1)  1 Cor 7:6, “But this I say by way of concession, not of command.”


(2)  1 Cor 7:25, “Now concerning virgins I have no command from the Lord, but I give an opinion as one who by the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy.”


(3)  2 Cor 8:8, “I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.”


(4)  2 Thes 3:4, “And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command.”


(5)  2 Thes 3:6, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ...”


(6)  2 Thes 3:12, “Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.”

c.  Paul had full confidence that if he ordered Philemon in this situation it would have been compatible with the will of the Lord.  However, Paul wants Philemon to come to make up his own mind and come to his own conclusions about what he should do.  This is the only way children grow up.  Parents must let their children make their own decisions on occasion to test their maturity.

3.  Philemon definitely had a certain duty to perform with regard to how he would deal with injustice in his life.


a.  His duty is to apply the doctrine resident in his own soul and circulating in his own thoughts.


b.  His duty is to use the spiritual problem solving devices (like unconditional love and grace orientation) to solve the problem of injustice.


c.  His duty is to use the virtue-love, concerning which Paul has already reminded him he has so successfully used in the past.
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