Philemon 24



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun MARKOS, transliterated “Mark.”  Mark is mentioned in:


Acts 12:12, “And when Peter realized this [that God has rescued him from the hand of Herod], he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.”

Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.”

Acts 13:13, “Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia; and John [Mark] left them and returned to Jerusalem.”

Acts 15:37-39, “And Barnabas was desirous of taking John, called Mark, along with them also.  But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.  And there arose such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.”

Col 4:10, “Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him),”

2 Tim 4:11, “Only Luke is with me.  Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.”
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, is John Mark.


a.  He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem, in whose home the original Jerusalem church met, Acts 12:12, 25.


b.  Mark was converted under the ministry of Peter, 1 Pet 5:13.


c.  Mark was the author of Peter’s account of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Mark accompanied Barnabas on the first missionary journey.  However, though he was a great believer, he failed by running away back to Jerusalem.  When Paul and Barnabas planned the second missionary journey, Paul flunked a grace test by refusing to take Mark again.  Mark had recovered from his failure by this time.  So Paul and Barnabas split up over the issue of whether or not to take Mark, Acts 15:37-39.  Paul became of self-righteous jerk for a while and mentions this to Philemon in his letter.  Paul told Philemon not to do what he had done, but do as I say.  Paul mentions John Mark so Philemon will see his (Paul’s) failure and not make the same mistake.



(1)  The church at Antioch delivered Paul into the Lord’s hands without censor or approval of his anti-grace actions regarding John Mark.  They continued to recognize Paul’s authority, understanding that the Lord would deal with him in this matter.



(2)  Barnabas’ action of taking Mark with him was a grace action and the last major activity recorded concerning him.



(3)  Historical tradition associates Barnabas with both Rome and Alexandria.  Because of his association with Alexandria, it is suspected that he is one of the writers of the book of Hebrews.  Alexandria was the center of classical Greek.  Hebrews contains more classical Greek than any other New Testament book.


(4)  The silence of the word of God cannot be inferred to be a censor against Barnabas.



(5)  The mature believers at Antioch refused to criticize Paul, when he was obviously wrong.  Both Mark and Barnabas went on to be mature believers.


e.  Paul as a mature believer acknowledges his mistake of misjudging Mark.


f.  Mark eventually made it back to Rome to be of assistance to Paul in his time of need.  Mark did not have to return to Paul’s side, but he did so because of grace.  Barnabas also made it to Rome to assist Paul.  It is likely that the book of Hebrews was a combined effort of Paul, Barnabas, Mark, and Luke.

g.  Mark founded the church in Alexandria and was martyred there.

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ARISTARCHOS, translated “Aristarchus.”  Aristarchus is mentioned in:


Acts 19:29, “And the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed with one accord into the theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions from Macedonia.”

Acts 27:2, “And embarking in an Adramyttian ship, which was about to sail to the regions along the coast of Asia, we put out to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica.”

Col 4:10, “Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him),”
The name Aristarchus means “best-ruler.”  He may have been a Roman knight.


a.  He was a Jew who became a Roman citizen and this was the name he took.


b.  He was a native of Thessalonica, who joined Paul’s team on Paul’s third missionary journey.


c.  In Ephesus, he was seized and nearly killed by a mob, Acts 19:29.  But he survived because God had a plan for his life.


d.  In 59 A.D., he left Ephesus and went with Paul to Greece.


e.  He went with Paul to Rome when he did not have to go and was imprisoned there with Paul.  He was martyred in Rome during Nero’s reign.


f.  Aristarchus was a strong believer who stood by Paul in difficult times.

, - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun DĒMAS, transliterated “Demas.”  Demas is mentioned in:


Col 4:14, “Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as Demas.”

2 Tim 4:10, “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.”

a.  Demas is the shortened form of Demetrius.  He is a Gentile believer and a member of Paul’s team during the first Roman imprisonment.


b.  He is a mature believer.  We can safely assume this since he is mentioned in the same company with Luke.


c.  He had the gift of pastor-teacher.


d.  Paul tells us in 2 Time 4:10 that Demas quit the ministry, went into geographical reversionism, deserted Paul, and went to Thessalonica.  Demas was out of the geographical will of God.


e.  After Paul’s death, the apostle John notes in 3 Jn 12 Demas’ reversion recovery.

, - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun LOUKAS, transliterated “Luke.”  Luke is mentioned in:  Acts 16:10-11; 28:9-15; Col 4:14, “Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as Demas.”  2 Tim 4:11, “Only Luke is with me.  Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.”

a.  Luke was Paul’s personal physician, friend, and fellow traveler.  Luke practiced medicine on the island of Malta, Acts 28:9ff.  God provided Luke as a personal friend for Paul.  He was Paul’s closest companion.  They were very close in intellect and very compatible in personality.


b.  Luke was the author of the gospel of Luke (which many have called the gospel of Paul) and the book of Acts.  It is obvious in the Greek syntax and vocabulary of the book of Hebrews that Luke was involved in its composition.

c.  Luke was a careful, accurate, and classical historian, and is classed by most scholars as one of the best historians of all time.


d.  Luke was a well-educated Gentile from the city of Antioch, Paul’s home base for his missionaries journeys.


e.  Luke had intimate contact with all the leaders of the early church: Philip, Timothy, Silas, Mark, Barnabas, James, and may have been able to even spend time with John and Peter.  He was probably the brother of Titus, 2 Cor 8:18, where the article plus the word ADELPHOS would mean “his brother.”

f.  Luke joined Paul’s team at Troy on the second missionary journey, Acts 16:10-11.


g.  He accompanied Paul to Philippi, but was not involved in the persecutions of Paul and Silas, Acts 16.


h.  Paul left Luke behind in Philippi, Acts 16:10ff, where the “we” statements in Acts become “they” statements in Acts 16:40 cf. 17:1.


i.  But Luke rejoined Paul on the third missionary journey, when Paul came to Philippi.  From then on, Luke was constantly with Paul until his death.


j.  Luke went with Paul to Jerusalem, Acts 20:6-21:18.


k.  Luke shared the two-year Caesarean imprisonment and the shipwreck on the voyage to Rome, Acts 27-28.


l.  Luke was with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment, Col 4:14 and during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, 2 Tim 4:11.


m.  Legend says he died in Greece at the age of 84, year unknown.


n.  God used Luke to keep Paul alive on many occasions.


o.  Luke is a demonstration of the fact a man can be great in his profession and even greater outside his profession.

 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the article HO and proper noun SUNERGOS, meaning “fellow-workers” plus the possessive genitive from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
Phlm 24 corrected translation
“Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s sentence continues adding the additional faithful men who have risked their lives to be with Paul and support him.  Every communicator of the word of God needs a faithful support team.  Without them he cannot accomplish God’s will for his life.  Paul would have gotten nowhere without the support of a lot of other faithful believers.  The function of our spiritual gift is a team effort, as so clearly pointed out by Paul in 1 Cor 12:12-20.
1 Cor 12:12, “For just as the body is one [body] and has many parts, and yet all the parts of the body, although they are many, are one body, so also Christ.”
1 Cor 12:13, “For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”
1 Cor 12:14, “For indeed the body is not one part, but many.”
1 Cor 12:15, “If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is definitely not for this reason any the less a part of the body, is it?”
1 Cor 12:16, “And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is definitely not for this reason any the less a part of the body, is it?”
1 Cor 12:17, “If the whole body [were] an eye, where [would] the faculty of hearing [be]?  If the whole [body were] the faculty of hearing, where [would] the sense of smell [be]?”
1 Cor 12:18, “But, as a matter of fact, God [the Lord Jesus Christ] has arranged the members, every single one of them in the body, just as He desired.”
1 Cor 12:19, “Any yet if all [the parts of the human body] were one part, where [would] the body [be]?”
1 Cor 12:20, “But now on the one hand [there are] many parts, but on the other hand one body.”
1 Cor 12:21, “Now the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not have need of you,’ or on the other hand, the head [is not able to say] to the feet, ‘I do not have need of you.’”
1 Cor 12:22, “Rather to a much greater degree the parts of the body which seem to be more insignificant are necessary.”
1 Cor 12:23, “In fact the parts of the body which we consider to be less valuable, on these we bestow extraordinary esteem and our indecent parts are treated with greater modesty,”
1 Cor 12:24, “but our presentable parts have no need [to be treated with greater modesty].  But God has composed the body, giving extraordinary honor to those who are lacking [temporary spiritual gifts],”
1 Cor 12:25, “that there might not be division in the body, but the parts [of the body] might have the same concern for one another.”
1 Cor 12:26, “And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.  If a part is honored, all the parts rejoice together.”
1 Cor 12:27, “But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”
1 Cor 12:28, “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders, second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracle, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.”
1 Cor 12:29, “They are not all apostles, are they?  No.  They are not all prophets, are they?  No.  They are not all teachers, are they?  No.  They are not all miracle-workers, are they?  No.”
1 Cor 12:30, “All believers do not have the gift of healings, do they?  No.  All believers do not speak with the spiritual gift of foreign languages, do they?  No.  All believers cannot translate, can they?  No.”
2.  Paul considers all of them “fellow-workers” in the ministry of proclaiming the gospel.


a.  Mark was Paul’s amanuenses (scribe) and fellow-evangelist.


b.  Aristarchus was Paul’s friend and fellow-communicator.


c.  Demas was Paul’s friend and fellow-communicator.


d.  Luke was Paul friend, physician, and historian.
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