Philemon 21



- is the nominative masculine singular first person perfect active participle from the verb PEITHW, meaning “to depend on, to trust in, or to put one’s confidence in.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, in which special attention is directed to the results of the action and stress upon the existing fact is intensified—Paul has confidence in Philemon’s obedience to doctrine.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action, having confidence in Philemon’s obedience to the principles of doctrine.


The participle is circumstantial, which expresses an additional thought related to the main verb.

 - is the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUPAKOĒ plus the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your obedience.”
, - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to write” plus the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the letter just received by Philemon.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is a simple statement of fact.

“having confidence in your obedience, I wrote to you,”
 - is the nominative masculine first person singular perfect active participle from the verb HORAW, meaning “to see, to perceive; hence, to come to know, and to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes Paul’s confidence in how Philemon will respond to doctrine as a result of his knowledge of Philemon’s positive volition and the power of doctrine.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce an objective clause after words of knowing, saying, seeing, feeling.  It is translated “that.”
 - is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”
 - is the preposition HUPER plus the accusative of comparison from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “over and above, beyond, more than these things which.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, to speak, to communicate, to tell, to mention, to reply, to relate.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which presents a picture of the events in the process of occurrence.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood introduces a simple statement of fact and the reality that Paul is writing this letter.

 - is the second person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, meaning “to do.”

The future tense is predicative to describe events expected in the future.


The active voice indicates Philemon produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“knowing that you will do even more than these things which I am saying.”
Phlm 21 corrected translation
“having confidence in your obedience, I wrote to you, knowing that you will do even more than these things which I am saying.”
Explanation:
1.  Before Paul ever wrote to Philemon, he knew that Philemon would obey the doctrinal principles taught by Paul.


a.  Paul knew that Philemon was establishment oriented.


b.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon was authority oriented.


c.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon was doctrinally oriented.


d.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon was grace oriented.


e.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon had a personal sense of destiny.


f.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon understood and used the spiritual problem solving devices.


g.  Therefore, Paul knew that Philemon was occupied with Christ.

2.  Therefore, Paul knew exactly how to approach Philemon with this problem.  Paul’s approach was based on use of the problem solving devices with emphasis on grace orientation and unconditional love.

3.  Paul also knew that not only would Philemon obey the doctrine, but do even more.


a.  Philemon will welcome Onesimus back with open arms.


b.  Philemon will treat Onesimus as the prodigal son.


c.  Philemon will forgive and forget all the Onesimus has done in the past.


d.  Philemon will treat Onesimus as he would the Lord Jesus Christ himself.


e.  All of this is the application of doctrine through the use of the spiritual problem solving devices of the plan of God.

4.  See Col 2:7 for the Doctrine of Spiritual Problem Solving Devices.
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