Philemon 20




, - is the strong emphatic particle NAI, meaning “Yes indeed.”
, - is the vocative masculine singular noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother” and referring to Philemon as a fellow-believer in Christ.

 - is the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  However, with the optative mood in the main verb, it means “me.”
 - is the second person singular ablative of source from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”
 - is the first person singular aorist middle optative from the verb ONINEMI, meaning “to have joy or benefit or profit from someone or something.”  Here it means “to have maximum happiness.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at Paul’s relationship with Philemon in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—Paul wants to have some benefit and enjoyment from their friendship.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The middle voice is a permissive middle indicates that Paul secures the results of the action in his own interest as well as the interest of Philemon and Onesimos.


The optative mood is voluntative, which is used to express a wish for someone to do something, which must, however, come from their own free will.  It is translated “let me have.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the noun KURIOS, meaning “because of the Lord.”
“Yes indeed, brother, let me have maximum happiness from you because of the Lord;”
 - is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb ANAPAUW, which means “to refresh, set at rest.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of Paul’s compassions being refreshed into a single whole, regardless of how long it takes.


The active voice indicates that Philemon will produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is the imperative of command, which makes a direct, positive appeal to the will of another.

- is the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun SPLAGCHNON, meaning “compassions, deep affections.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative singular of sphere from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ.”
“refresh my deep affections in Christ.
Phlm 20 corrected translation
“Yes indeed, brother, let me have maximum happiness from you because of the Lord; refresh my deep affections in Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  In Phlm 7 Paul said, “For you see I have begun to have great happiness and encouragement [comfort] on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”
2.  Paul has begun to have great happiness from the function of Philemon’s virtue-love and now wants to profit even further from Philemon’s function of virtue-love.

3.  The source of the function of Philemon’s virtue-love is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He set the example for the function of virtue-love in His humanity during the First Advent.

4.  Just as the believers in Colossae have been refreshed by the function of a mature believer’s virtue-love, so Paul asks that Philemon will do likewise for him.

5.  Paul has great admiration for Philemon because of his use of the problem solving devices.  The function of virtue-love and any other problem-solving device always elicits admiration from other believers, joy among the elect angels, and fantastic blessing from God.


a.  Admiration is a form of respect and respect is the basis for love.  Therefore, admiration is a basic quality in love for others.


b.  God the Father admires us when we function under the spiritual skills (being filled with the Spirit, learning doctrine, and using the spiritual problem solving devices, such as occupation with Christ, faith-rest, grace orientation, etc.).  What the righteousness of God admires, the justice of God blesses.


c.  The elect angels admire us when we use the problem solving devices.  Elect angels have the utmost respect and admiration for the mature believer who consistently functions under the spiritual skills and applies the problem solving devices to the problems of life.

d.  Other believers admire us when we are able to apply doctrine under difficult circumstances, under stress, and in times of testing.  Our demonstration of the use of the problem solving devices is a source of refreshment to their souls.

6.  Any function of grace on our part is a source of refreshment to other believers.  Grace in the Devil’s kingdom is a breath of fresh air to a growing or mature believer.

7.  Metabolized doctrine produces true affections in the soul of the believer.  These affections are far beyond the normal affections, which an unbeliever has because they are based on Christian virtue.  Just as the believer who rejects doctrine can become far worse in character than an unbeliever, so the believer who maximizes doctrine in his or her soul can have affections and compassions far beyond that of the unbeliever.


a.  True Christian affection is not inordinate emotion.


b.  True Christian affection is soul response to doctrinal standards.


c.  True Christian affection is grace response to the application of doctrine by others.


d.  True Christian affection is admiration and emotional appreciation for right thinking by other Christians, which produces right action.



(1)  We can have right thinking and do the wrong thing, which produces sin and causes other Christians to have to tolerate us.



(2)  We can have wrong thinking and do the right thing, which produces human good.



(3)  We must have right thinking and do the right thing to be a source of refreshment to other believers.

8.  Baby believers are occasionally a source of refreshment to other believers because of their unquestioning faith.  Just as a baby trusts and believes everything is wonderful, so the newborn Christian often behaves.

9.  Adolescent believers are sometimes a source of refreshment to others because of their absolute, dogmatic, unbending belief in principle, in the concepts of right and wrong, and in their eagerness to learn everything.

10.  But mature believers are a constant source of refreshment to other believers because of their ability to grace others out, to maintain their personal sense of destiny when wronged, to stay occupied with Christ in spite of the vilification of others.

11.  There are two questions we must ask ourselves to test ourselves regarding our own spiritual life.


a.  Do I admire other believers and does it make me happy when I see the doctrinal application of other believers, or am I jealous, envious, and critical of them in my soul?


b.  Am I ever a source of refreshment to other believers because of my use of the problem solving devices?

12.  If the answer to either of these questions is “no,” stand up, dust yourself off, and keep moving.  If the answer to both of these questions is “yes” be thankful for the grace of God, beware of arrogance, and keep moving.
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