Philemon 17



 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and it’s true].”
is the inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  It introduces a self-evident conclusion from what precedes.

 - is the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me.”
 -is the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have, to hold.”  However with the words that follow this forms an idiom, which means, “If you consider me.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Philemon produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is a simple statement of fact regarding the friendship of Paul and Philemon.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KOINWNOS, meaning “companion, partner, sharer.”  Literally this is “a partner,” but in English idiom we would say “your partner.”
“Therefore, if you consider me [your] partner [and you do],”
- is the second person singular aorist middle imperative from the verb PROSLAMBANW, meaning “to receive or accept in one's society, into one's home or circle of acquaintances.”  It is used of one Christian receiving another in Rom 14:1; 15:7a.  It is used of God or Christ accepting the believer in Rom 14:3; 15:7b.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Philemon's acceptance of Onesimus.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on Philemon as the agent producing the action.  This is not being forced upon Philemon; he must make a volitional choice.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty in which the imperative does not convey the finality of command, but has the force or urgency or request.

- is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him.”  This is a reference to Onesimus.

 - is the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as.”
In English we would add the phrase “[you would].”
 - is the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me.”
“Therefore, if you consider me [your] partner [and you do], accept him as [you would] me.”
Phlm 17 corrected translation
“Therefore, if you consider me [your] partner [and you do], accept him as [you would] me.”
Explanation:
1.  What did Paul mean when he said, “If you consider me your partner?”

a.  Paul and Philemon were best friends.  So in that sense they were partners with each other.


b.  The Colossian church met in Philemon's home and Paul was intimately interested in what happened in Asia Minor; for this was the home of the pivot of mature believers for the new client nation.  Both Paul and Philemon had a vested interest in what happened in Colossae, and in this sense they were partners.


c.  Philemon had to have had a large home for the church to meet there.  Therefore, we can assume that he was very well off financially.  Therefore, it is also a safe assumption that Philemon provided financial support to Paul’s ministry, and in this sense they were partners.  Not every minister of the gospel of Christ is in need of financial support, nor does any minister of the gospel of Christ deserve financial support, but “the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel,” 1 Cor 9:7-18.


d.  Paul and Philemon would both consider each other partners in the gospel of Christ as fellow-members of the royal family of God in union with Christ.  This is the greatest and only real basis for partnership of all.  True Christian partnership is based on being in union with Christ and is the only basis for true Christian fellowship.

2.  There is a parallel passage in the writings of Paul, Rom 15:7.


a.  Rom 14:1, which indirectly applies here, says, “Now accept the one who is weak in doctrine, not for the purpose of disputing his opinions, thoughts, motives.”

b.  Rom 15:7, “For this reason, accept one another just as Christ also accepted all of you into the glory of God.”


(1)  We are to accept other believers exactly in the same way that Christ accepted us into the glory of God, that is, into the royal family of God.



(2)  How did Christ accept us?  By the function of His unconditional love toward all of us, going to the Cross and bearing the punishment for our sins as a substitute for us.  He did not have to do this for us, but willingly did it so that we could become acceptable to God the Father and spend eternity with Him.



(3)  We are acceptable to God the Father by the imputation of His very own perfect righteousness and eternal life at the point of salvation.  These two things qualify us to live with Christ forever and make us acceptable to God.



(4)  Therefore, if God has accepted every believer to live with Him forever, who are we to reject any believer for any reason.  Our responsibility is to imitate the Lord Jesus Christ in the execution of our problem solving devices and treat other believers with the same honor, respect, integrity and virtue with which the Lord treats them.



(5)  This is why Paul taught in Rom 14:1 to accept the believer who is weak in doctrine; for they are the ones who usually cause us and others the most trouble.  They are the ones who want to manipulate and control.  They are the ones who never see their own failures, but look at our life through a microscope.  They are the ones who are hypersensitive about their own failures, but insensitive about the feelings of others.

3.  Having previously established the principle in his letter to the Romans in the spring of 58 A.D., Paul merely needs to mention the principle, which has become a permanent part of Philemon's soul, in order to get a grace response from him.


a.  Paul did not need to beat his friend over the head with doctrine.


b.  Paul did not have to bully his friend with doctrine.


c.  Paul did not have to use doctrine as leverage with his friend to get his way.  If we are using doctrine with others as leverage to get our way, then we are out of line, out of fellowship, out of the will of God, and out of touch with reality.


d.  Paul had already taught this doctrine in Ephesus when he worked there as a missionary-pastor.  He had already written this principle into the canon of Scripture.  He had already taught this doctrine to Philemon when Philemon came to meet Paul at Ephesus during his three years there.


e.  Philemon did not need to be taught the doctrine, only reminded of a principle of doctrine already metabolized in his soul.


f.  Every believer, even mature believers, must be reminded of doctrines they have previously learned.

4.  So Paul's line of reasoning to his friend Philemon is very simple: if you consider us to be partners, that is, to be fellow-members of the body of Christ and in union with Him, then accept Onesimus as a fellow-believer in union with Christ who loves you dearly, just as you would accept me as a fellow-member of the body of Christ and in union with Him who loves you dearly also.  Only a psychotic reversionist with complete scar tissue of the soul and a soul empty of all standards for his or her emotions to respond to could read this appeal from Paul and reject it.


a.  Paul did not appeal to Philemon’s emotions; he appealed to his doctrinal standards.


b.  Philemon's emotions could not help but response to Paul’s doctrinal appeal because Paul’s appeal was based on and struck the doctrinal cords of Philemon’s soul.


c.  Principle: doctrine responds to doctrine.



(1)  If we want to influence others, we should appeal to the doctrine in their soul rather than try to manipulate them to get our way.



(2)  When we appeal to the doctrine in someone's soul, we don't try to get them to do what we want them to do.



(3)  When we appeal to the doctrine in someone's soul, we present them with the facts of the situation and our doctrinal application.  Then we let them make up their own mind what they want to do.  We must allow their volition to function.  If they make the wrong decision that’s between them and the Lord.  If they make the right decision, then God is glorified, regardless of whether or not we get what we wanted.
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