John 1:1
Matthew 9:38



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural aorist deponent passive imperative of the verb DEOMAI, which means “to ask.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (believers) producing the action.

 
The imperative mood is a strong request and/or command.

This is followed by the genitive direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus ablative of rank from the masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS, meaning “the Lord over the harvest.”

“Therefore, ask the Lord over the harvest”
 is the conjunction HOPWS, meaning “that” after verbs of asking.
  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to send out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Lord of the harvest might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and possibility, which requires the use of the auxiliary verb “might.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ERGATĒS, meaning “workers.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into His harvest.”

“that He might send out workers into His harvest.’”
Mt 9:38 corrected translation
“Therefore, ask the Lord over the harvest that He might send out workers into His harvest.”
Lk 10:2b, “therefore ask the Lord of the harvest that He might send out laborers into His harvest.”

Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, ask the Lord over the harvest”

a.  Jesus continues His address to the disciples by stating an inference that comes from His previous statement that the workers for the harvest are few.  Since there are few workers, therefore, something must be done about it.


b.  The Lord’s solution to the problem of few workers is that the disciples ask the Lord in charge of the harvest to do something.  The Lord of the harvest is God the Father.  All prayer (asking) is directed to God the Father.  The ablative of rank indicates that God the Father is the Lord over or in charge of the harvest.  It is God the Father’s plan that the world be evangelized and that believers be harvested from the vast number of people in the world throughout history.  God the Father is in charge of the harvest.  He commissions and appoints workers to harvest the crop of believers through the authority of His Son, who does the actual commissioning and sending.


c.  Therefore, Jesus’ solution to the problem of few workers is to ask the Father to send some workers into the field to harvest more workers, who can also go into the field and harvest even more workers, and so on, and so on.

2.  “that He might send out workers into His harvest.’”

a.  This plan is then spelled out in a purpose clause.  The subject “He” refers to the Lord of/over the harvest, that is, God the Father, who will send out workers through the agency of His Son into the world of mankind to harvest those who believe in the salvation provided by God the Son, the Messiah of Israel.


b.  The harvest begins with the ministry of Jesus and continues through the ministry of believers until the end of our Lord’s millennial reign.  This harvest belongs to God.  All believers harvested by God are His wheat.  The tares that remain belong to Satan and are cast with him into fire (the parable of the wheat and the tares).


c.  The next chapter describes the beginning of the execution of this plan and the answer to this prayer.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus requested that His disciples pray that God would provide the needed workers.”


b.  “Jesus encouraged His disciples to beseech the Lord of the harvest, namely, God the Father, to send out additional workers.”


c.  “Our Lord’s urgency intensified as He ordered His disciples to petition God to thrust out harvesters.  Note, the harvest is the Lord’s—the initiative for sending out evangelists is His, but Jesus expects His disciples to be vitally concerned for evangelism, and to support it with their earnest prayers.  Here is something all believers can and should do; for not one of us can claim that we cannot obey this divine command.”


d.  “The command to ask the Lord of the harvest for reinforcements has never been superseded.  The mission is God’s, and under His control.  Chapter 10 will spell out what that mission is, and what it will involve for those who are ‘sent out’.”


e.  “In this situation action is demanded.  Jesus Himself could be in only one place at a time; therefore, to reap the harvest He saw, He enlists the disciples to take part in the harvesting.  Therefore means that the state of affairs indicated in the previous statement demands action.  Because there are few workers for the great harvest it is incumbent on the disciples to do something.  The particular action Jesus singles out is prayer.  In an age like ours we would expect a call to more vigorous and effective action ourselves (and situations continually arise when that is the right course to pursue).  But Jesus points to prayer as the really effective thing.  No matter how great our personal exertion, we will not be able to gather in the whole harvest.  Therefore we are to pray to Him who can send out the workers who are needed.  The Lord is used of God in a variety of ways (all of which bring out His superiority); here the term is related to the harvest.  The harvest is already His.  But it must be gathered in.  It is one of the functions of the workers in God’s field that they pray for more workers to be sent into the field.  In this passage there is nothing to indicate judgment; the thought is rather that of the owner’s care for his crop.”
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