John 1:1
Matthew 8:34



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the article and noun POLIS, meaning “the whole city.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come out: came out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the whole city produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun HUPANTĒSIS, which means “to meet.”
  Next we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“And notice, the whole city came out to meet Jesus;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the whole city produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after seeing.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”

“and after seeing Him,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to implore; to entreat.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people of the whole city produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object “[Him]” in the Greek, but English grammar requires it.  Next we have the conjunction HOPWS, meaning “that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb METABAINW, which means “to go; depart or leave.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and potential.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “might.”

Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural article and noun HORION with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from their district.”

“they implored [Him] that He might go from their district.”
Mt 8:34 corrected translation
“And notice, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and after seeing Him, they implored [Him] that He might go from their district.”
Mk 5:15-17, “And they came to Jesus and observed the demonized man sitting, being clothed, and in his right mind, the one who had had the legion; and they became frightened.  And those who had seen described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and about the pigs.  And they began to implore Him to depart from their district.”

Lk 8:35-37a, “Then they went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man sitting from whom the demons had gone out, clothed and in his right mind at the feet of Jesus; and they were frightened.  The ones who saw [it] reported to them how the demonized man had been restored to health.  And all the people of the region around the Gerasenes asked Him to depart from them, because they were seized by great fear.”
Explanation:
1.  “And notice, the whole city came out to meet Jesus;”

a.  Matthew continues the story, asking us to pay careful attention again to something he is about to report.


b.  The whole city came out to meet Jesus.  They didn’t come because they were excited about hearing a great sermon or see a lot of people healed.  They came to see if everything they were told was true, because they had all just heard about the total destruction of their local economy.   The whole city came out because every man, woman and child was affected by the death of these pigs.  They wanted to see who was responsible for their instant poverty.


c.  This local area provided ham and bacon for buyers, not only in the surrounding area, but even areas beyond.  Most of the farms in this area were pig farms, and the sale of pork was the major source of income for these families.  The destruction of the pigs meant to loss of all income to these farmers.  They were destroyed instantly, and pig futures were worthless on the stock market.

2.  “and after seeing Him, they implored [Him] that He might go from their district.”

a.  After coming out of the city and seeing Jesus, the people of that city and district begged or implored Jesus to leave (with the implication that He never come back).


b.  The people see Him, but do not attack Him.  They know that He has just cast demons into two thousand pigs.  They probably hesitate to take any physical action against Jesus lest He cast these same demons into them.  Remember that the two thousand demons might still be hanging around, looking for someone to indwell, since they are no longer in the pigs.  (As a side note, we are not told what happened to the demons.  Did they end up having to go to the Abyss, or did they just remain disembodied spirits to bother other people?)


c.  Seeing that Jesus was a real person, and really ‘responsible’ in their minds for what happened to the pigs, they entreat, beg, implore Jesus to leave town.  They don’t want anything worse to happen to them.  They are not concerned about the healing of the two formerly demon-possessed men.  They are not thankful for their healing.  They are not interested in hearing any message about spiritual salvation.  They don’t want to know about God’s will for them.  They just want Jesus to leave before something worse happens.


d.  Their attitude and behavior doesn’t suggest they are Gentiles, but that they are Jews, running an illegal pig industry that just got destroyed per the Mosaic Law.  These Jews were breaking the ‘Law’ and suffered to consequences from the actions of the Messiah.  This is a total demonstration of the justice of the Messiah in His kingdom.


e.  As far as we know, Jesus never returned to this district to teach, heal, or evangelize anyone.  However, Jesus didn’t leave the district without a disciple to witness for Him.  The postscript is found in Lk 8:38-39, “However, the man from whom the demons had gone out kept on begging of Him to accompany Him.  Instead He sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your house and describe everything that God has done for you.’  And so he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city everything that Jesus had done for him.”  And Mk 5:18-20, “And as He was getting into the boat, the demon-possessed man was imploring Him that he might be with Him.  And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go to your house to your own people and report to them all that the Lord has done for you, and had mercy on you.’  And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and everyone kept on being astonished.”


Imagine if this man were a Gentile, who is now evangelizing the whole city of Jews.  What a picture of the coming Church Age.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Jewish leaders had rejected Christ, but this Gentile from Decapolis had found his Savior.  This was a harbinger of the Church Age, a time in which Gentiles will accept Christ and spread the gospel.  So this Gentile, this healed lunatic, became both an example that Gentiles would accept the gospel and also a warning to the Jewish nation that converted Gentiles were capable of assuming the Jewish privilege of representing God to man; for that is just what this erstwhile demoniac did throughout Decapolis.”


b.  “P. P. Levertoff’s comment [in his commentary on Matthew, 1940, p. 26] is telling: ‘All down the ages the world has been refusing Jesus because it prefers its pigs.’”


c.  “Jesus should have been welcomed, but the Gadarenes dwell only on the loss of their pigs and fear the power that could vanquish Satan so dramatically.  The Christological question is again posed starkly, but these people are unwilling to face it.  A man with Jesus’ power must be divine and holy, but sinful humans recoil in the presence of holiness because it points out their own shortcomings all the more glaringly.”


d.  “The whole town was impressed with the story, and all the people came out to meet Jesus.  It might have been expected that they would want to welcome the Man who had power over the demons and who had brought such spectacular and unexpected deliverance to the demon possessed in their own area.  But this was not the case.  They were evidently more concerned with their economic loss.  Mark and Luke say that the people came out and saw the healed demoniac, but Matthew omits this.  Since he is concerned with Jesus, he speaks only of their meeting with Him.  They begged him; the verb has a note of respect, but also of imploring; they left no doubt as to what they urgently wanted.  The verb is the same as that used by the demons in verse 31.  They asked him to leave their region.  Matthew gives no reason for this, nor does Mark; Luke says that they were very much afraid.  This may have been fear of further economic loss, or fear of such an authoritative figure.  The story leaves us with some unanswered questions.  We do not know what it means for demons to enter animals, or why, when they do, the animals should behave in the way this story says they did.  A difficulty of another kind is why Jesus should have permitted the destruction of the herd of pigs.  [Because it was an illegal pig farm in Israel.]  ‘Permitted’ is the word; there is nothing in the narrative to indicate that Jesus deliberately set out to destroy the animals.  Matthew does not say that Jesus told the demons to enter the pigs, nor that he sent the pigs into the lake.  But at least we can say that this brought to light the real values of the local people: they valued their pigs more than the healing of the demoniacs.  Their request that Jesus leave them makes it plain that they preferred to live on a lower level than the one He was opening up before them.  Further, they ignored the benefit conferred on their neighborhood in that two men who had terrorized the district were now normal citizens.  How did that compare with the loss of their pigs?  And the wonderful thing is the way the compassion of Jesus for those poor, tormented men shines through.  Nobody else in their day did anything for them, but Jesus liberated them from their dreadful bondage.”


e.  “These people did not fear Jesus, but further loss to themselves.  They cared nothing for the wonderful deliverance of the two demoniacs, but only for their swine.  To some men hogs are more valuable than men.”
  Is the same thing not true of those who hoard their money rather than support the teaching of the word of God or missionary efforts?
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