John 1:1
Matthew 7:22



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “Many.”  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: will say.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that many people will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular adjective EKEINOS with the article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “on that day.”

“Many will say to Me on that day,”
 is the doubling of the vocative masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “‘Lord, Lord.”  Next we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not,” followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and second person singular adjective SOS plus the noun ONOMA, meaning “in Your name.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to prophesy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those saying ‘Lord, Lord’ produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information. 

““Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and second person singular adjective SOS plus the noun ONOMA, meaning “in Your name.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun DAIMONION, meaning “demons.”  This is followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.

“and in Your name cast out demons,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and second person singular adjective SOS plus the noun ONOMA, meaning “in Your name.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS and the adjective POLUS, meaning “many deeds of power; miracles; wonders.”  Finally, we have the first person plural aorist active indicative of the verb POIEW, meaning “to do, produce, or perform.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verbs.

“and in Your name perform many miracles?””
Mt 7:22 corrected translation
“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?””
Explanation:
1.  “Many will say to Me on that day,”

a.  The subject ‘many’ refers to unbelievers, who have been false prophets and false teachers.  It does not refer to all unbelievers, but to a lot of unbelieving false prophets, like the scribes, Pharisees, lawyers, and Sadducees.  These ‘religious’ types have something to say to the Lord Jesus Christ in order to defend themselves before Him.  They are going to make the attempt to justify themselves for their lack of faith in Jesus as their Savior.


b.  The phrase “on that day” refers to the day of judgment of these unbelieving false prophets and false teachers.  This can refer to two different points in time: (1) the judgment of all unbelievers at the second advent of Christ, when all unbelievers are removed from the earth and sent to the compartment of Hades known as ‘Torments’ to await (2) their last judgment, which occurs at the end of history.  The former ‘day’ is more likely the day this will occur.

2.  ““Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,”

a.  The Lord then quotes what these false prophets and false teachers will say to Jesus on the day of their judgment, ‘Lord, Lord’, using the same address that Jesus mentioned in the previous verse.


b.  Their first of three self-justifications is that they prophesied in the name of Jesus.  This is their statement, not Jesus’ statement about what they really did.  They prophesied in the name of Jesus, but were false prophets as we have already seen in context.  Therefore, what they prophesied was a lie, because it was not the word of God.  They merely invoked the name of Jesus in order to get a hearing for their false prophecy.


c.  Anyone can claim to speak in the name of Jesus.  That doesn’t make them a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Most false prophets and false teachers claim that what they are saying is some sort of communication from God, when nothing could be further from the truth.  Take the case of Joseph Smith, the Mormon, who claimed he had special revelation from a pair of glasses he dug up in his backyard.  He spoke in the name of Jesus and said nothing but false teaching to justify his polygamy.

3.  “and in Your name cast out demons,”

a.  The second self-justification is the claim of being able to cast out demons.  Satan orders his demons to come out of people, in order to make the false prophet appear to have the authority from God to do this.  Satan counterfeits the legitimate spiritual gift of being able to cast out demons, in order to get a hearing for his false prophet.


b.  We have an example in Mk 9:38 (Lk 9:49), “John said to Him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.’”


c.  The ability to cast out demons comes from both God and Satan.  Therefore, the ability to do this does not substitute for faith in Christ.  This may be a good deed, but if it is from the source of Satan, invoking the name of Jesus while doing this ‘good deed’ does not save anyone.
4.  “and in Your name perform many miracles?””

a.  The third self-justification for salvation is the claim by these false teachers that they performed many miracles in the name of Jesus.  Again Satan has the ability to empower his unbelieving followers to perform miracles to deceive people into following their false teaching.  Any unbelieving false prophet can invoke the name of Jesus and associate their actions with the name of Jesus, when it is nothing more than the power of Satan that is attempting to give some legitimacy to the action or deed being performed.


b.  And again invoking the name of Jesus as part of performing a counterfeit miracle does not qualify as the act of faith in Christ.  It is a distraction from faith in Christ.


c.  An example of this is seen in:



(1)  Mt 24:24, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”  Note that this is a warning about events during the Tribulation, which is followed by the judgment at the Second Advent.  This is why ‘on that day’ more likely refers to the judgment at the Second Advent.



(2)  Acts 19:13-15, “But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, ‘I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.’  Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.  And the evil spirit answered and said to them, ‘I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?’”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Preaching, casting out demons, and performing miracles can be divinely inspired, but they give no assurance of salvation.  It is likely that even Judas participated in some or all of these activities, and yet he was not a believer.  In the last days, Satan will use ‘lying wonders’ to deceive people (2 Thes 2:7–12).”


b.  “Even if the religious leaders were doing supernatural deeds—prophesying in His name, driving out demons, and performing many miracles, they were not obedient to the Father, continually doing His will.”


c.  “The people Jesus portrays vainly seeking entry to the Kingdom of Heaven in verses 21–23 have done notable works in His name, yet will be refused entry because they have not entered through the narrow gate.  Thus, He indicated that there will be false systems as well as false prophets.  Salvation is by faith and faith alone; works cannot save.  Indeed, ‘works’ not done by a redeemed person are still ‘iniquity.’  In essence, then, ‘works’ have no worth in God’s sight unless done by a redeemed person with His glorification as their objective.”


d.  “The judgment theme becomes more explicit in the phrase on that day (a standard phrase for the final day of judgment; Mt 24:36; Lk 10:12; 17:31; 21:34).  Not only the profession of discipleship, but even miraculous activity in the name of Jesus, is not enough to prove a genuine disciple.  For the use of Jesus’ name by exorcists outside the disciple group, Mk 9:38; Acts 19:13ff.  Prophecy, exorcism and miracles can be counterfeited. ‘Charismatic’ activity is no substitute for obedience and a personal relationship with Jesus.  Nor, indeed, are any other ‘good works’—we have written commentaries and exegetical notes on books and passages of the Old and New Testaments, we have preached fine sermons, etc.’”


e.  “Judgment for those who were masquerading as disciples leads to eternal separation from Christ.”


f.  “For the many who will rise up compare Mt 24:11.  That day is not described further, but clearly what is meant is Judgment Day, the day at the end of this world’s life when all will give account of themselves to God.  That the people will make their plea to Jesus shows that He will be their Judge at the critical time (2 Cor 5:10).  The doubled Lord is apparently a way of emphasizing lordship; the speakers insist that they regard Jesus as their Lord.  They go on to speak of things done in the name of Jesus that they regard as significant.  The question “did we not prophesy?” looks for an affirmative answer: there is not a doubt that they did this.  The name stands for the whole person, and actions done in the name (which here clearly means something like ‘with the authority of the name’) are listed accordingly as evidence of submission to the lordship of Jesus.  Since there is no preposition, the meaning may be ‘with’ the name rather than ‘in’ the name, in which case the claim is that they had the name as the weapon they could wield.  These people had been active in the service of God; they had done everything but the Lord’s will, and this is the critical thing.  To be active in religious affairs is no substitute for obeying God.  They claimed to have done a number of things.  First they asked, ‘did we not prophesy?’  The word signifies speaking in the name of God, (their claim would be that they could not do this in the name of Jesus unless Jesus approved).  Second, they said that they had cast out demons.  Exorcisms are here regarded as meritorious works, done in the name and the spirit of Jesus.  Mighty works are miracles, though there is no indication of precisely what form the miracles of the false teachers took.  But to do any kind of miracle in Jesus’ name is surely something that might be pleaded on Judgment Day?  Certainly these teachers thought so.  That there were many shows that such miracles were done in abundance.  The group of three outstanding achievements is pleaded as clear evidence that those who performed them were in good standing with Jesus.  But those who so plead have overlooked the fact that there can be ‘lying wonders’ (2 Thes 2:9).”
  2 Thes 2:9-12, “whose [the Antichrist] coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing [unbelievers], because they did not receive the love for the truth [the message of the gospel] so that they might be saved.  And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie,…”


g.  “As these are false or lying prophets, however much they use the Lord’s name and revelation, their miracles are lying wonders.”
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