John 1:1
Matthew 6:33
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Rather, when used after a negative.”
  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of an action that should occur right now.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the ordinal adverb PRWTOS, meaning “first.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “the kingdom.”   The phrase  = ‘of God’ is not found in Codex Sinaiticus or Vaticanus, but is a 5th century addition.

“Rather, seek first the kingdom”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His righteousness.”

“and His righteousness,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS with the adjective PAS, meaning “all these things.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb PROSTITHĒMI, which means “to be added.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that all these things will receive the action of being added.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“and all these things will be added to you.”
Mt 6:33 corrected translation
“Rather, seek first the kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Rather, seek first the kingdom”

a.  Jesus continues with an address to the unbelievers in the crowd.  Believers cannot seek what they already have.  Those who have believed in Jesus have already entered the spiritual kingdom of God.  In addition, they already have the imputed righteousness of God.  Therefore, Jesus is focusing His attention on those who have neither the spiritual kingdom or the righteousness of God.  They are the ones that need to obey this command to seek first.  This is our Lord’s message of evangelization.  This is one of the many ways He presents the message of the gospel to the unbelievers of the Jewish nation.  The conjunction DE sets up a contrast with the Gentiles of the previous verse.  Rather than thinking and acting like the Gentiles, do something else that will get you more than just the basic necessities of life.


b.  Jesus tells the unbelievers in His audience to seek first the kingdom.  Those who have believed in Him have already done this—theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Believers have sought the kingdom and found it in the person of Jesus.  To which kingdom is Jesus referring, the spiritual or physical kingdom?  The spiritual kingdom of course.  No one can enter the physical kingdom of the millennial without first entering the spiritual kingdom through faith in the fact that Jesus is the Messiah.


c.  Therefore, Jesus is telling the unbelievers in the audience that they must first believe in Him and thereby enter into the spiritual kingdom of God.  This is the message of the gospel.  Jesus’ disciples have done this several months prior to this, and don’t need to do it again.  Thus we know that Jesus is addressing the unbelievers listening to Him at this point in the sermon.


d.  Many commentators (as you see below) try to make this refer only to believers, who must continue to seek the kingdom throughout their spiritual lives by doing the will of God and have God’s righteousness added to them by doing right things for God.  Their whole line of reasoning borders on legalism.  These commentators never address the issue that believers don’t need to seek what they already have—the spiritual kingdom and God’s righteousness.

2.  “and His righteousness,”

a.  The Lord adds that by seeking the spiritual kingdom of heaven through faith in Him, these unbelievers will also attain God’s righteousness.  This righteousness is the imputed righteousness of God given to every believer at the moment of salvation as a free gift from God.  In order to live with God forever in His kingdom, we must have the righteousness of God and the eternal life of God.  Both are free gifts, given to us the moment we believe in Christ.  They are part of our ‘salvation package’.


b.  God’s righteousness cannot be attained by good work, good deeds, or anything else man can do.  We cannot earn and do not deserve God’s very own righteousness.  It is a gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.


c.  When we seek to become members of the spiritual kingdom of God, God has to give us His very own righteousness, in order for us to be ‘spiritual’.  The foundation of our spirituality is having the very righteousness of God.  Without that righteousness there is no spirituality.

3.  “and all these things will be added to you.”

a.  Finally, the Lord explains what God the Father gives along with His very own righteousness—He gives “all these things,” that is, the basic necessities of life to the person who has believed in Christ.


b.  The first thing God ever gives to us is His very own righteousness at the moment of salvation.  Because we have His righteousness, His righteousness demands blessing.  A major part of that blessing of righteousness is the provision of the basic necessities of life to support and sustain that righteousness in its mission of glorying God.  God gives us His righteousness to glorify Himself.  The continuation of that glorification of God requires our logistic support on a daily basis.


c.  Therefore, what the righteousness of God demands (blessing from God), the justice of God provides in our daily requirement of “all these things.”  So Jesus’ message to the unbelieving Jews in His audience is: don’t worry about the basic necessities of life, like the Gentiles, but rather, seek first the spiritual kingdom of God by faith in Me, and God the Father will give you His very own righteousness and added to that will be all these basic necessities of life.  Jesus is promising them salvation, true righteousness, life in both the spiritual and physical kingdoms, and all the basic necessities of life to sustain them now.  It was a tremendous offer to the unbelievers and a tremendous guarantee to those who had already believed in Him.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If we put God’s will and God’s righteousness first in our lives, He will take care of everything else.”


b.  “This verse now sets out the positive attitude required of disciples, without which they will inevitably be subject to anxiety.  They are to direct their attention consistently towards His kingdom and His righteousness.  The primary emphasis is on submission to God’s sovereignty here and now, i.e. obedience to His will.  Similarly His righteousness will refer to the kind of life which God requires in the present age, rather than to His ultimate act of ‘vindication’ or ‘salvation’.  What this verse demands is, therefore, a commitment to find and to do the will of God, to ally oneself totally with His purpose.  And this commitment must come first.  It is not to be crowded out by material concerns.  Moreover, we are assured that if we thus put God first, our material needs will be provided. Material concern is therefore not only distracting, but unnecessary.  This positive climax makes it clear that vv. 25ff. are not prescribing an irresponsible, happy-go-lucky optimism, or a fatalistic acceptance of the status quo, nor are they decrying the body and its concerns as sordid and unworthy of our attention.  They call the disciple to an undistracted pursuit of his true goal, to which lesser (though legitimate) concerns must give way; and they assure him that if he will put first things first, God will take care of the rest.”
  This is all nicely said, but fails to see the address to the unbeliever.


c.  “When priorities regarding treasures in heaven and on earth are right, God will provide for fundamental human needs.  Seeking first the righteousness of the kingdom implies obedience to all of Jesus’ commands.  Of course, the major problem with the promise ‘all these things [food, drink, clothing] will be given to you’ is the contrary experience of many Christians throughout history who have suffered deprivation and even starvation.  One possible solution to this problem is to reserve all guarantees for the age to come.  ‘Will be given’ does not specify when God will provide.  To be sure, the fullness of the kingdom will eradicate all suffering for God’s people, but it is hard to see why Jesus would rule out worry in the present age if His promise applies only to a distant future.  And if God’s kingdom has already been inaugurated, then believers should expect to receive in this age the firstfruits of its material blessings.  Hence, v. 33b is probably to be interpreted in light of Lk 12:33 [I don’t think so.] and Mk 10:30a, which presuppose the sharing of goods within the Christian community.  When God’s people corporately seek first His priorities, they will by definition take care of the needy in their fellowships.  Without a doubt, most individual and church budgets need drastic realignment in terms of what Christians spend on themselves versus what they spend on others (2 Cor 8:13–15).”
  This commentator really missed the boat.

d.  “Disciples are to seek as their first priority, not the things they would like to have or even the things they are sure they need, but God’s kingdom and righteousness.  First does not here mean ‘first in time’ but ‘of first importance’; the kingdom is not one among many competing aims for the disciples, but that which comes first of all.  Jesus is clearly saying that the disciple’s first and best effort is to be directed toward God’s kingdom, not any personal needs.  The kingdom has both present and future significance [spiritual and physical], and we should seek to exclude neither from the present passage.  Kingdom points to rule, and the expression is to be understood in terms of doing the will of God now as well as looking for the coming of His final kingdom.  The important thing for the disciple [notice that this commentator also does not see this as addressed to unbelievers] is to be constantly seeking to do the things that God wills, that is, to be submissive to the King.  In this context seeking God’s righteousness (not our righteousness) will mean seeking that righteousness which God only can give (there is no thought that the believer by his own efforts can attain a righteousness that may fitly be called ‘God’s’).  [Exactly, and that’s why this is addressed to unbelievers and not to believers who already have God’s righteousness as a gift at salvation!] This will include the ‘right standing’ before God that comes about as the result of Christ’s saving work and also the right conduct that befits the servant of God [the former part of this sentence is correct, the second have has nothing to do with this verse].  But we should be on our guard against understanding the text in purely ethical terms: Jesus does not say ‘your righteousness,’ or ‘to be as righteous as you can,’ or anything of the sort.  [Exactly my point; the address is not to believers behavior.]  It is God’s righteousness that disciples must seek [unbelievers must seek it; disciples already have it.]. Then, Jesus says, all these things will be given you, where these things are the things the Gentiles worry about.  They will come to the trusting disciple, so there is no need for anxiety. The things in question will be added to what the disciple already has.”
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