John 1:1
Matthew 28:18



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action being performed prior to the action of the main verb.  This is normally translated “after coming.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  Next we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And after coming, Jesus spoke to them, saying,”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on the end of the action.  It is translated by the addition of the auxiliary verb “has.”


The passive voice indicates that the subject (all authority) receives the action of being given to someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to Me.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun EXOUSIA, meaning “all authority.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the masculine singular noun OURANOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular noun GĒ, meaning “in heaven and on earth.”  The article TĒS is a scribal addition.

“‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”
Mt 28:18 corrected translation

“And after coming, Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after coming, Jesus spoke to them, saying,”

a.  Jesus first appears to the disciples at a distance, and therefore has to first come to them before He can speak to them and be heard by them.  This appearing at a distance may account for why some of the disciples were initially skeptical and hesitant to believe it was Him.


b.  Once He is right in front of them, He can address them without shouting.  He is able to speak normally, and they can all recognize His voice and clearly understand His words.


c.  Obviously Matthew was there and able to give us an eyewitness and ear-witness account of what Jesus said and did.  No other gospel writer mentions this account.

2.  “‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”

a.  Jesus makes a declaration that fully justifies why He is able to accept the worship of His disciples and why His disciples are justified in giving Him such worship.  “All authority” has been given to Him.  The person doing the giving is God the Father.  The reason for the giving is because of the obedience of the Son of God in doing the will of the Father.  This authority is over all angels, elect and fallen.  It is far more than the kingdoms of the world that Satan offered to Jesus, if He would worship him.  This authority has been given even though Jesus has not yet ascended to heaven.  (Or perhaps He has, and has returned to give this great commission.)


b.  The phrase “in heaven and on earth” gives the extent to which the authority applies.  It applies throughout the entire universe and beyond throughout the extent of heaven.


c.  Not only has this authority over all creatures been given to the Lord Jesus, but He has accepted the responsibility that goes along with having such authority.  This authority establishes His sovereignty as the unique person of the universe and beyond in hypostatic union.


d.  This statement tells the disciples that they do not need to be hesitant or skeptical about worshipping Him, since He has God-given sovereignty as a resurrected member of the Trinity.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The entire Gospel of Matthew stresses the authority of Jesus Christ.  There was authority in His teaching (Mt 7:29).  He exercised authority in healing (Mt 8:1–13), and even in forgiving sins (Mt 9:6).  He had authority over Satan, and He delegated that authority to His Apostles (Mt 10:1).  At the close of his Gospel, Matthew made it clear that Jesus has ALL authority.  Since Jesus Christ today has all authority, we may obey Him without fear.  No matter where He leads us, no matter what circumstances we face, He is in control.  By His death and resurrection, Jesus defeated all enemies and won for Himself all authority.”


b.  “Their doubts were quickly dispelled; for Jesus spoke to them claiming all authority in heaven and on earth.  This authority had been given to Jesus by the Father and now He was instructing the disciples to go on the basis of that authority.”


c.  “We do know that Jesus first appeared at some distance and those who believed it was Him worshiped Him.  He then came to them and detailed the Church’s function to this assembly of more than five hundred believers.  Presumably, when He drew closer, the skeptics believed it was Him.”


d.  “Jesus is passing the torch to His disciples.  Jesus can make the claim of verse 18 only if he is fully God, inasmuch as the whole universe is embraced in the authority delegated to Him.  And yet He is still in some sense distinct from His Heavenly Father, so that Matthew can use the divine passive in speaking of His having ‘been given’ this authority.  Christ’s exaltation, as the result of His resurrection, means that one day ‘every knee’ will bow and ‘every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord’ (Phil 2:9–11).  Because of this authority, Jesus has the right to issue His followers their ‘marching orders,’ but He also has the ability to help them carry out those orders.”


e.  “Jesus was evidently at a little distance from the group; for He came.  He took up a position from which he could easily address the whole group.  First he made clear that in His risen state He was in a situation very different from that when He had been the penniless preacher and healer they knew so well.  All authority has been given to Me points to an end to the time when He was ‘a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief … stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted’ (Isa 53:3–4).  Now He has received the fullest possible authority; for it is authority in heaven and on earth.  He is making clear that the limitations that applied throughout the incarnation no longer apply to Him.  He has supreme authority throughout the universe.”


f.  Lenski points out that this authority could only be given to the resurrected humanity of Christ, since His divine sovereignty could never be given to Him.  He has always had His divine sovereignty as eternal God.
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