John 1:1
Matthew 27:56



 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “among whom.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Mary Magdalene and each of the other women produced the state of being among all the women who supported Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun MARIA plus the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and proper noun MAGDALĒNĒ, meaning “Mary Magdalene.”

“among whom was Mary Magdalene”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun MARIA, meaning “Mary” plus the appositional nominative subject from the article and noun MĒTĒR, meaning “the mother.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and proper nouns IAKWBOS and IWSĒPH, connected by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “of Jacob and Joseph.”  The proper name IAKWBOS the Greek form of the Hebrew IAKWS, which should be transliterated as Jacob, but developed in the Middle English “Jacobus” as “James.”  See the same spelling in Jam 1:1.
“and Mary the mother of James and Joseph”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the proper noun ZEBEDAIOS, meaning “the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”

“and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”
Mt 27:56 corrected translation

“among whom was Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”
Mk 15:40, “Now there were also women watching from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome.”

Jn 19:25, “In contrast His mother and the sister of His mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas and Mary the Magdalene were standing near the cross of Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “among whom was Mary Magdalene”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now many women there were watching from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, serving Him; among whom was Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”


b.  She is first mentioned as supporting Jesus in Lk 8:2-3, “and some women who had been healed from evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary the one who is called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who were helping them out of their existing funds.”


c.  These same women were involved in watching where Jesus was buried and brought spices and perfumes to anoint the dead body on Sunday morning: Mk 15:47-16:1, “Now Mary the Magdalene and Mary the [mother] of Joses were watching where He was laid.  Now when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought perfumes, in order that, after coming, they might anoint Him.”

2.  “and Mary the mother of James and Joseph”

a.  This Mary is the mother of the humanity of Christ, our Lord Jesus.  James (really Jacob) and Joseph are two of His brothers (Jesus had four brothers: James [Jacob], Joseph, Simon and Judas.)


b.  The three are mentioned together in Mt 13:55, “Is this not the son of the carpenter? [Is] not His mother called ‘Mary’ and His brothers, James [Jacob] and Joseph and Simon and Judas?”


c.  This is the same Mary whom Jesus entrusted to care of the apostle John, Jn 19:26-27, “Therefore, Jesus, after seeing His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’  Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own [home].”


d.  “By inference from the other Gospel accounts, Salome is also identified with the mother of the sons of Zebedee and with the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus, who is sometimes called Mary Clopas (Jn 19:25); hence Salome is often referred to as ‘Mary Salome.’  If these identifications are valid, Salome was Jesus’ aunt and James and John were His cousins.”

3.  “and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”

a.  She is first mentioned in Mt 20:20, “Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Him with her sons, bowing down and asking something from Him.”


b.  We first meet James and John in Mk 1:29, “And immediately after coming out of the synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.”  We see that James and John were part of the inner circle in Mk 5:37, “And He did not allow anyone to accompany Him, except Peter and James and John, the brother of James” as well as Mk 9:2, “And after six days, Jesus took along Peter and James and John, and brought them up onto a high mountain by themselves alone.  And He was transfigured before them;”


c.  Zebedee and his wife and two sons all lived in Capernaum, where Jesus relocated to begin His public ministry.  So He has known this woman for the past four years.


d.  So from the various accounts we have this list of women:



(1)  Mary Magdalene.



(2)  Mary the mother of James and Joseph.  “She was the wife of Clopas and a sister of Mary the mother of Jesus.”
  This would put Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary the mother of Jesus as sisters in the same family.  Why would parents name two of their daughters ‘Mary’?



(3)  The mother of James and John, wife of Zebedee, Salome.



(4)  Mary the [wife] of Clopas.



(5)  Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward.



(6)  Susanna.



(7)  “and many others,” Lk 8:3.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Many women were watching from a distance, undoubtedly those who had assisted Him in His ministry (Lk 8:2).  Three women were named: Mary Magdalene, who had been delivered of seven demons; Mary, the mother of James and Joses, who also was at the tomb on Resurrection morning (Mt 28:1; Mk 16:1); and Salome, the mother of James and John.”


b.  “John mentioned that Mary, Jesus’ mother, and Mary’s sister were also present at the foot of the cross (Jn 19:25–27).”


c.  “We do not know the full extent of the band of women who attended to Jesus’ earthly needs.  However, this band included: Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James and Joses,

Zebedee’s wife (her name seems to have been Salome).”


d.  “Jn 19:25 refers to a Mary, wife of Clopas, who may be the same as the mother of James and Joses (according to Eusebius, Clopas was an uncle of Jesus).”


e.  “Matthew proceeds to mention three of the women.  He does not indicate why he picked these three, but evidently they had some importance for Matthew or his readers or both.  Mary Magdalene who was obviously devoted to Jesus, and it is interesting that Matthew names her first.  He has another Mary, this one the mother of James and Joseph (Mark has James and Joses [the nick name for Joseph]), but unfortunately we have no other information about her or her sons.  The mother of Zebedee’s sons.  She is apparently the Salome whom Mark mentions.  These women then, and others, were faithful to the end and watched the last moments of their Lord.”
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