John 1:1
Matthew 27:55



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI plus the nominative feminine plural present active participle of the verb THEWREW, which forms a periphrastic construction, meaning “to be watching.”


The imperfect tense plus the present tense describes a continuous, past state of being.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “were watching.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these women were producing the action.


The indicative mood plus the circumstantial particle combine to express a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ and adjective POLUS, meaning “many women.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular adverb MAKROTHEN, used as an adjective, meaning “from afar; from a distance.”

“Now many women there were watching from a distance,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on the end of the action.  It is translated by the addition of the auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that these woman had produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, meaning “from Galilee.”

“who had followed Jesus from Galilee”
 is the nominative feminine plural present active participle of the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of a continuous action that is still taking place.


The active voice indicates that these women had produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial: “serving.”

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”

“serving Him;”
Mt 27:55 corrected translation

“Now many women there were watching from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, serving Him;”
Mk 15:40a, “Now there were also women watching from a distance,”
Lk 23:49, “Now all His friends and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these things.”

Explanation:
1.  “Now many women there were watching from a distance,”

a.  Matthew continues the story and switches reference to another group of people present at the Cross.  There were many woman standing at a distance for the entire six hours and watched all the events that have been described.  These women were also eyewitnesses of the crucifixion and death of Jesus.  The word many suggests more than just a few, and we don’t have the names of all of them.  But there are at least six named in the gospel accounts, three of whom are mentioned in the next verse.


b.  The fact they had to watch from a distance could be for a combination of two reasons: (1)  the Jewish leaders didn’t want Jesus to have a bunch of sympathizers giving Him comfort and support in His torture, and (2) the women didn’t want to defile themselves in preparation for the Passover ritual that evening.  It is also possible that the Romans restricted those who could come close to only family members, which we see in the case of John and Mary, the mother of Jesus.

2.  “who had followed Jesus from Galilee,”

a.  These women had been constant followers of Jesus from the time of His ministry in and around Galilee as well as on His trips to Judea.  They are the unsung heroes of the faith, who attended to all the needs of Jesus and the disciples.


b.  Someone had to do the cooking, the making of campfires, the washing of clothes, the buying of food, and all the other logistical grace details that accompany traveling and living on the move.  And remember they were doing this for thirteen men day in and day out during all the time Jesus was traveling.  Sometimes the group of men stayed with friends, but these women were still in the background, helping out and attending to the needs of the group.


c.  This statement doesn’t refer to just this one occasion that Jesus comes to Jerusalem, but to every time He came for each of the major festivals during His three plus year ministry (about 13 times).

3.  “serving Him;”

a.  These women are described by the same word that is used to describe waiters in the pagan temples and deacons in Christian churches.  They served the food, which implies that they also prepared the food, which implies they also did the shopping in the marketplace.


b.  But these women did much more than just shop and cook.  They attended to all the needs of Jesus and His close followers.  They not only served Him but served those who were constantly with Him.  It was a group effort, taking care of a group of students and their Teacher.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The only disciple at the cross when Jesus died was John (Jn 19:35).  But many women were watching from a distance, undoubtedly those who had assisted Him in His ministry.”


b.  “These women had followed Jesus from Galilee and had been caring for His needs.”


c.  “The women who witnessed Jesus’ death are emphasized because they were the first to know the truth of His resurrection.  Because they had witnessed His death, they were in no doubt about the veracity of His resurrection; they knew it was impossible that Jesus was simply in a coma.  We do not know the full extent of the band of women who attended to Jesus’ earthly needs.  The Gospels were in circulation while some, or all, of these witnesses were still living, so their first readers could cross-examine the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ crucifixion and death.  This, in itself, is transparent evidence of the truth of these claims.  Clearly, there were abundant eyewitnesses to Jesus Christ’s crucifixion and death.”


d.  “Matthew introduces yet one more group of observers.  Here is the first indication that anyone who supported Jesus followed Him to the cross.  The disciples had all fled, though John returned at a later time (Jn 19:26–27).  Many women, however, remained more loyal.  Ironically, due to their gender, they would not have been viewed as a public threat and so could safely accompany their Master.  These women had cared for Him (Lk 8:2–3) and gone with Him on His trip to Jerusalem (recall Mt 20:20).  They kept a faithful vigil even in the face of the horror of His cross.”


e.  “Against the background of the failure of the male disciples the devotion and the courage of the women shine out.  Matthew says that there were many of them, and that they were watching from a distance (Ps 38:11).  It may not have been safe to go too close to that execution where Jesus’ enemies were in control, and it may not have been proper for ladies to be close to a crucifixion; they may also have chosen not to be associated in any way with the mockers.  For whatever reason, they kept their distance, but they remained there to the end, demonstrating by their very presence their continuing loyalty to their crucified Lord.  It is worth noticing that there is no mention of any woman at any time taking action against Jesus; all His enemies were men.  They had come a long way in their service and obviously at some personal sacrifice; for the way was long and it took time.”


f.  “It was not fear that kept these women at a distance.”
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