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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun MNĒMEION, meaning “the tombs; graves.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the tombs/graves received the action of being opened.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And the tombs were opened,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” plus the noun SWMA, meaning “bodies.”  With this we have the genitive of possession from the masculine plural articular perfect deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to sleep.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the bodies) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural adjective HAGIOS, which means “of holy ones; of saints; of believers.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the many bodies of the believers received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and many bodies of the holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised,”
Mt 27:52 corrected translation

“And the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised,”
Explanation:
1.  “And the tombs were opened,”

a.  Matthew continues the story by adding something that is not mentioned by any other Gospel writer.  The tombs and/or graves outside the city of Jerusalem were opened.


b.  This is not a result of the great earthquake or the splitting of rocks, because in the next verse we are told that this occurred three days later ‘after His resurrection’.  This is another supernatural ‘hand of God’ event; for only the graves/tombs of believers were involved in this event.  No unbeliever rose up from the grave to have another chance at salvation.

2.  “and many bodies of the holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised,”

a.  The result and/or purpose of the opening of the tombs/graves is then added to this description.  The purpose and result was that many bodies of believers who had previously died were resuscitated from death.  This is not the same thing as resurrection.  For these believers came back from the dead to be witnesses for Christ, but would eventually die again, and eventually be in the future resurrection of all Church Age believers.


b.  The significance of this event was not only to provide witnesses for Jesus to complement the apostles, after the resurrection of Jesus, but to prove once and for all to the leaders of Israel (the Sadducees) that there is life after death, and that there will be a future resurrection.


c.  The people raised were probably people who had died recently; for they would be the most recognizable to friends, relatives and acquaintances in Jerusalem, those who would be most affected by the resuscitation of people they know.  Since only believers are involved, this is a great blessing to the relatives, friends, and loved ones of those involved.  It was a great evangelistic blessing for the families involved.  If the thief who believed in Christ was involved in this resuscitation, then he didn’t spend very long the compartment of Hades called ‘Paradise’.


d.  The resuscitation of these believers must not be equated with the resurrection of Jesus unless they lived for the next 50 days and became Church Age believers, who are the second group of people in the order of resurrections.  (Old Testament saints cannot be and are not resurrected before Church Age believers.  The resuscitation of these believers is not the same as their future resurrection.  They are two separate events, separated by thousands of years.  This resuscitation of believers is associated with our Lord’s resurrection for the purpose of evangelizing the Jews of Jerusalem during the rest of this festival and on to the next festival—Pentecost.   God is not willing that any should perish and still trying to evangelize every single Jew from the high priest to the lowest servant.  And raising ‘many believers’ and just ‘believers’ is one of the greatest evangelistic events in history.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We are not told who these saints were; they were simply believers who had died.  The King James Version suggests that they did not come out of the graves until after His resurrection [correct]; the New American Standard Bible agrees with this.  It is difficult to believe [because it is wrong] that they were given life on Friday afternoon and yet remained in their tombs until Sunday. The New International Version suggests that these saints were resurrected immediately and came out of their tombs, but that they did not visit in Jerusalem until after Jesus had been raised from the dead [wrong].  It is not likely that many Jews would be in the cemetery on Passover, since they might be defiled by the dead.  [It doesn’t matter since they went into city.]  These resurrections could have taken place with nobody finding out at that time [really wrong; see the next verse].”


b.  “The NIV suggests that these saints were resurrected when Jesus died and then went into Jerusalem after Jesus’ resurrection.  A number of commentators agree with this view.  Many others, however, say that since Christ is the firstfruits of the dead (1 Cor 15:23), their resurrection did not occur till He was raised.  In this view, the phrase ‘after Jesus’ resurrection’ goes with the words were raised to life and came out of the tombs.  This is possible in the Greek, and is suggested in the KJV and the NASB.  The tombs, then, broke open at Christ’s death, probably by the earthquake, thus heralding Christ’s triumph in death over sin, but the bodies were not raised till Christ was raised [wrong].”


c.  “After His resurrection, many deceased saints left their graves and appeared in Jerusalem.  This fact depicts the victory over death which Jesus sealed with His resurrection.  Significantly, only the tombs of the righteous were opened—Jesus Christ’s death holds no hope for the unrighteous.  Note that the corpses which lay in those graves were only resuscitated after Jesus’ resurrection.  They lay exposed from Friday afternoon until Sunday morning.  [Not necessarily; that is an assumption.  The opening of the graves may not have any association with the earthquake or splitting of rocks.]  Is it not remarkable [and probably wrong] that they remained in their graves until Jesus was resurrected—He is the firstfruits of the resurrection (1 Cor 15:20–23), so, axiomatically, He had to be the first human to experience the resurrection!”


d.  “The text should probably be punctuated with a period after the ‘tombs broke open.’   Then the rest of verses 52b–53 would read, And the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life, and, having come out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection, they went into the Holy City.  Against the NIV rendering of verse 53, there is no ‘and’ in the Greek nor any other reason to pause between ‘tombs’ and ‘after.’  If these saints were genuinely resurrected rather than simply revivified or reanimated like Jairus’s daughter or Lazarus, then presumably, like Jesus himself, they appeared to others only for a short time and were eventually taken to heaven.”
  That would again contradict Paul’s teaching on the resurrection of the Church.


e.  “Matthew is not speaking of the natural consequences of a big earthquake; for he goes on to say, many bodies of the saints that were asleep were raised.  The normal New Testament position is that the faithful departed will be raised at the last great day when this earthly life as we know it will give place to the life of the new order in the new heavens and the new earth.  [This statement ignores the Rapture of the Church, followed by the resurrection of Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs seven years later at the second advent of Christ, and refers only to the resurrection of millennial saints at the end of Christ’s millennial reign.]  But Matthew speaks of some being raised at the time of the crucifixion, information that we find in none of the other Gospels, and indeed nowhere else at all.”


f.  Lenski sees this as a genuine resurrection.  He is wrong.  He has Old Testament saints being raised prior to the Church in violation of Paul’s teaching in 1 Cor 15.
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