John 1:1
Matthew 27:38



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb STAUROW, which means “to crucify; to nail.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The passive voice indicates that the two thieves received the action of being crucified.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO and the noun LĒISTĒS, meaning “two thieves.”

“Then two thieves were crucified with Him,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective (used twice) with an additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “one…and one.”  With this we have two prepositional phrases using EK plus the neuter singular adjective DEXIOS and the adjective EUWNUMOS, meaning “on the right…on the left.”

“one on the right and one on the left.”
Mt 27:38 corrected translation

“Then two thieves were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left.”
Mk 15:27, “And with Him they crucified two robbers, one on His right and one on His left.”

(Mk 15:28, This verse is not in the original text of Mark.)

Lk 23:33, “And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, the one on the right and the other on the left.”

Jn 19:18, “where they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on each side, and Jesus in the middle.”

Explanation:
1.  “Then two thieves were crucified with Him,”

a.  The mention of the two thieves is important because it is another fulfillment of prophecy, Isa 53:12, “Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”


b.  Jesus was not alone in His suffering and torture, two ‘criminals’ (Luke’s word) were crucified with Him, and they have a lot to say as the story continues.  Both are significant for one reason only—one will believe in Christ and the other will not.  Jesus will guarantee the salvation of the one with His statement about them being together in Paradise (a compartment of Hades, where Jesus will go to make His victorious proclamation to the angels of Gen 6 and the Nephalim (the half human, half-angelic creatures) imprisoned there).  The fact that this man can be saved without ever having the opportunity to do ‘good works’ is the ultimate demonstration that anyone and everyone is saved by grace apart from the works of the Law, as this man was.

2.  “one on the right and one on the left.”

a.  All four evangelists agree and emphasize the fact that there were two criminals crucified with Jesus, one on each side of Him.  This represents the fact that mankind has a choice to make between believing and not believing in Christ; for as the story proceeds we will see that one of the two thieves believes in Jesus and the other does not.


b.  One man was on the right side of divine history and the other man on the wrong side.  And each had free will right to the end of their lives to make a choice for or against the Son of God.  One man recognized and appreciated the grace and salvation of God, while the other did not.  Each shows the divided attitude of man’s free will as it has existed for every man throughout history.


c.  Salvation is not about what we do, but about what we believe.  One man believed that Jesus was who He claimed to be and the other did not.  And notice that their past sins were equal in degree and non-importance.  All that mattered was what they believed, not what they did wrong; for “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mk 15:28 points out that the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors!’  (Isa 53:12), so the setting of the crucifixion fulfilled yet another specific prophecy.”
  It is true that Isa 53:12 is fulfilled, but Mk 15:28 is not found in the original manuscript evidence; it is a scribal addition.


b.  “Doubtless Matthew saw the parody of Jesus’ kingship extended further with the picture of one criminal on each side of Jesus, like a king with his advisors at his right and left hands.”
  It think this conjecture is ‘doubtful’.  The parody is a picture of the human race and their acceptance or rejection of their King, not His advisors.


c.  “Then moves us on to the next part of the story to which Matthew draws attention; it does not mean that this happened immediately after the events he has just narrated.  Jesus was not crucified alone, but two others underwent this form of execution at that same time.  Matthew says that they were bandits; clearly they were convicted criminals, and with one on Jesus’ right and the other on his left He was in the middle of criminals when He was executed.  The prophet had spoken of Him as being ‘numbered with the transgressors’ (Isa 53:12), and the position of His cross gives meaning to the fulfilment of this prophecy.”


d.  “The two robbers were to cast shame on Jesus and thus on the Jews.  The main criminal would occupy the central place.”
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