John 1:1
Matthew 27:35



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb STAUROW, which means “to nail; to crucify.”  Here the meaning “to nail” is better, since the act of crucifixion has only just begun and is not completed.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the soldiers produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action being performed prior to the action of the main verb.  This is normally translated “after nailing.”

Nest we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”

“Then after nailing Him,”
 is the third person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb DIAMERIZW, which means “to divide.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice emphasizes the personal responsibility of the soldiers in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun HIMATION with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His garments.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb BALLW, which means “to cast; to throw.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the soldiers produced the action.


The participle is a modal participle,
 which indicates the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place.  This can be translated by use of the preposition “by.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KLĒROS, meaning “a lot.”

“they divided His garments by casting a lot,”
Mt 27:35 corrected translation

“Then after nailing Him, they divided His garments by casting a lot,”
Mk 15:24, “And they crucified Him, and they divided among themselves His garments, casting lots for them [to decide] who should take what.”

Lk 23:34, “[The first half of this verse is not in the original manuscript.]  Then dividing His garments, they cast lots.”

Jn 19:23-24, “Consequently, the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His clothing and made four parts, a part to each soldier, and the shirt; now the shirt was seamless, woven throughout.  Therefore they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear [it] apart, but cast lots for it, [to decide] whose it shall be’, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘They distributed My clothing among themselves, and for My clothing they cast lots.’  Therefore the soldiers did these things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then after nailing Him,”

a.  Matthew notes that the next thing the soldiers did, after offering Jesus the painkilling drink (which He turned down), was to nail Jesus to the Cross.  His hands and feet were nailed.  A crucifixion nail was found in 1968 by archeologists.  It was five inches long.  This is certainly long enough to go through the hands/wrists and feet.  Any suggestion that He was tied to the cross rather than nailed is blatantly wrong.


b.  As with all the other painful events that had occurred during the past twelve hours, Jesus did not scream out in pain as this was being done to Him.

2.  “they divided His garments by casting a lot,”

a.  All four evangelists mention this; thus it must be highly significant; and it is for two reasons.  (1)  John explains that this is the fulfillment of prophecy.  The Scripture being fulfilled is Ps 22:18, which is Ps 21:19 in the Septuagint translation, and which John quotes word for word (his quote is noted above).  (2)  Clothing was difficult to make and took a long time and a lot of man hours.  Therefore, all kinds of clothing was very expensive.  A $10 shirt for us would cost them $100 or more.  This is why the soldiers were so eager to get their hands on Jesus’ clothing.  If they couldn’t wear it (because it was the wrong size or too blood stained), they could sell the clothing, getting several month’s pay for one item.

b.  As soldiers are so found of doing, they gambled for the article and clothing.  This was done by casting lots.  At a crucifixion, soldiers were allowed to take from the crucified anything they thought of value and Jesus’ robe was particularly attractive to them so they did not want to divide it into four equal parts.  What the ‘lot’ consisted of we are not told.  It was probably a pre-made flat stone with different engraving on each side, and used like dice.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was customary for the soldiers to share the loot at an execution.”


b.  “The intent of the positioning on the cross was to delay death for two to three days as a man suspended by his hands suffers loss of blood pressure rapidly and his pulse rate increases.  This circumstance is aggravated by the posture, for outstretched arms restrict the lungs’ expansion and thus hamper breathing to relieve the heart’s attempts to cope with the loss of blood pressure.  Added to the effect of loss of blood from the customary scourging, this soon brought on orthostatic collapse through insufficient blood circulating to the brain and heart.  If the victim could ease his body by supporting himself on the seat or footrest, he could take a deep breath and circulation was partially restored to the upper body thus delaying death.  Exhausted by the effort of raising himself for this breath, he would sag, jerking at the nails through his hands, thus tearing them afresh, aggravating his pain and increasing his torture.”


c.  “Christ is nailed to the cross—His feet nailed together at His ankles at the bottom of a vertical pole, His hands nailed at the wrists to either end of the crossbeam.  Crucifixion was undoubtedly one of the most gruesome forms of torture and death humans have ever invented.  It involved prolonged suffering for up to several days.  The final cause of death was usually asphyxiation, since the victim finally became too weak to lift his head far enough off his chest to gasp for air.  The soldiers, as usual, cast lots (perhaps variously marked pebbles), just as we might roll dice, for the victim’s clothes.”


d.  “Having performed their task of crucifying the three prisoners, the soldiers proceeded to divide up Jesus’ clothing.  Those crucified were crucified naked, and their clothing was a bonus for the soldiers who performed the execution.  Matthew says no more than that they did this by casting lots.  John notes that they divided the clothes into four parts, one for each of the four soldiers involved in the execution, and that the gambling was done over the tunic, which was seamless and thus more valuable.”


e.  “It is the evident intention of all the evangelists not to describe the awful act of crucifixion (Matthew uses only one word).  The fact, not the details, is to occupy the reader’s mind.”
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