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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular pluperfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: he knew.”


The pluperfect tense is an intensive pluperfect, which emphasizes the continuous result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that Pilate produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which is used after verbs of mental activity to introduce and explain the nature of that activity.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause/reason from the masculine singular noun PHTHONOS, which means “because of envy, jealousy.”

“For he knew that because of envy”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on the end of the action.  It is translated by the addition of the auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders had produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”

“they had delivered Him over.”
Mt 27:18 corrected translation

“For he knew that because of envy they had delivered Him over.”
Mk 15:10, “For he knew that the high priests had delivered Him over because of envy.”

Explanation:
1.  “For he knew that because of envy”

a.  There was a reason Pilate pitted Barabbas against Jesus and offered only the choice of the two men.  Pilate knew the real reason the Jewish leaders hated Jesus so much.  It was because they were jealous and envious of Jesus’ popularity with the people, envious of His spirituality, envious of His support by God, envious of His ability to heal and perform miracles, envious of His graciousness and thoughtfulness of others, envious of his sinlessness and spirituality, envious that He was really a true son of David and therefore a legitimate claim to be the King of the Jews, and the list goes on.


b.  The question is ‘How did Pilate know this?  Who told him?’  This information may have come from the tribune who backed the Jews at the arrest of Jesus.  He may have consulted with the Captain of the temple guard as they may plans for how to handle the arrest.  In the process the Captain of the temple guard may have disclosed the motive behind the high priest’s action, which certainly would have been reported to Pilate in the tribune’s ‘after action report’.  There is also the possibility that Pilate was paying a Jewish spy in the Sanhedrin to keep him informed of what they were doing and why.  Having dealt with the Jewish leaders for the past 4-7 years, Pilate probably was fully aware of their character and typical behavior and motivation.


c.  Regardless of how he came to know, his assessment and conclusion was accurate.  The Jewish leaders had the sinful and evil motivation of envy and jealousy of Jesus.  They should have had the spiritual motivation of love and devotion.

2.  “they had delivered Him over.”

a.  The wrong motive resulted in the wrong action.  Jewish envy resulted in Jewish betrayal of their King, Messiah, and God.


b.  Matthew’s referral back to the arrest may be the hint that ties the action of the Jewish arresting party to the motivation of the Jewish leaders to the Roman contingent, which informed Pilate.  Had the Romans never been involved in the arrest of Jesus, it is difficult to imagine how Pilate would have known the leaders’ motives.  The Sanhedrin certainly kept this motivation from being generally known by the people at the festival.  How much more would they keep their evil intent from being known by their hated enemy—the Roman authorities?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Pilate thought that surely the people of the nation loved Jesus, their King, and that only the leaders were envious of Him and of the people’s acclaim of Him.”


b.  “Jesus was crucified because of envy, jealousy, and spite.”


c.  “Matthew adds that Pilate was not taken in by what the Jewish leaders were saying.  He knew that it was not consideration for the security of Roman rule that had motivated them, but envy.  Their envy at the success of Jesus in Jerusalem during the past few days would have reinforced their long-standing hatred of Him.  It may well be that Pilate knew of this and reasoned that since the leaders were jealous of Jesus’ popularity with the crowd, He must have sufficient support among the people for them to ask for His release.  Ordinary people would surely side with Jesus rather than with a criminal like Barabbas.  So he put the choice before them, thinking that in this way he would be able to release Jesus.  If the leaders were jealous of Jesus’ popularity with the crowd, then the ‘Messiah’ must have sufficient support in the crowd for them to ask for Him to be set free.”


d.  “Pilate knew all along (past perfect tense) that the motive of the Sanhedrists in delivering Jesus to him was nothing but pure envy.  The people were flocking to Jesus, and this made the Sanhedrists envious.”
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