John 1:1
Matthew 26:68



 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the members of the Sanhedrin are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to prophesy.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  Next we have the vocative masculine singular from the proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ; Messiah.”

“saying, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who?,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘who’ produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb PAIW, which means “to strike; to hit.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that some person (the one who) produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”

“who is the one who hit You?’”
Mt 26:68 corrected translation

“saying, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ; who is the one who hit You?’”
Mk 14:65a, “And some began to spit on Him and to cover His face and to beat Him and to say to Him, ‘Prophesy!’”

Lk 22:64, “and after covering [His face], they kept asking Him, saying, ‘Prophesy, who is the one who hit You?’”

Explanation:
1.  “saying, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ;”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then they spat in His face and punched Him; others slapped [Him], saying, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ; who is the one who hit You?’”


b.  Jesus never claimed to be a prophet (though others claimed He was).  He demonstrated that He was the Prophet.  Now we see His enemies demanding that He demonstrate His spiritual gift of being a prophet.  Their statement is similar to their future criticism, while He hung on the Cross, when they said, “He saved others; let Him save Himself.”  They are demanding He do something now, which He has no authority to do now.  He has been delivered over into the hands of Satan, and this is none other than Satan taunting Him through the voice of others.


c.  Jesus has actually already answered this demand by telling His disciples what the future held for Him.  He prophesied His arrest, condemnation, and execution, which implies that this abuse would be part of that process.


d.  The people making this demand are first the members of the Sanhedrin and attendants (servants) to the members.  And to their physical abuse of Jesus they now add psychological abuse.  They are no longer torturing Him to get information, but torturing Him for the pleasure of doing so.  This is the height of cruelty.  It is Satan at his evilest.


e.  The title ‘Christ’ is not used as a title of honor and respect, but of ridicule and derision.

2.  “who is the one who hit You?’”

a.  The cover is thrown over His head. The fist is swung fast and hard.  Smack!  ‘Who hit You?’  Laughter.  ‘I guess He doesn’t know.  Let’s try again.’  The scene is repeated over and over again.


b.  The God who created the universe says nothing even though He knows those in front of Him, whom He has given life to.  He knows their names, their faces, and still has unconditional love for each of them.  He is not willing that any should perish.  Yet none of them considers any of this for a moment.  Their total depravity is on full display.  Jesus’ full obedience to the will of the Father is on full display.


c.  At the Great White throne judgment at the end of history, Jesus will never ask them, ‘Why did you hit Me so?’  But He will ask them, ‘Why didn’t you believe in Me?’  They will stand mute.  Perhaps we will only hear heavenly crickets.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Lord remained silent throughout this terrible ordeal, submitting Himself to His Father’s will.”


b.  “This is a vicious drama of hate, hate rampant, hate which is rooted in man’s sin nature; for these men had their Creator in their hands and could do with Him as they wished.  Yet that is not all; for simultaneously with this drama, another shabby scene with the solitary representative of the disciples at its center is taking place.  In the same building Peter was again denying His Lord.”


c.  “Their voices probably dripped with sarcasm as they taunted, ‘Christ’!”


d.  “Rude laughter, no doubt, accompanied this supposed joke regarding this Christ and regarding the idea of His being a prophet.  The members of the Sanhedrin tired of this, and the high priest then turned Jesus over to the police guard and Mark reports that they took their turn, following the pattern of their superiors.  Here Isa 50:6 was literally fulfilled.”
  “I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.”
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