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Matthew 25:33



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular future active indicative of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to set, to place, to put.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that He (the King) will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, meaning “the sheep.”  With this we have the coordinating use of the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, which means “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the adjective DEXIOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “at/on His right.”

“And on the one hand He will set the sheep on His right,”
 is the second part of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERIPHION, meaning “the goats.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective EUWNUMOS, which means “at/on the left.”

“but on the other hand the goats on the left.”
Mt 25:33 corrected translation
“And on the one hand He will set the sheep on His right, but on the other hand the goats on the left.”
Explanation:
1.  “And on the one hand He will set the sheep on His right,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ continues to describe the judgment of believers and unbelievers at His second advent.  This occurs after the regathering of Israel and the collecting of all people living on the earth before His throne in Jerusalem.  This is not the Last Judgment at the end of human history, but the judgment prior to His thousand-year reign on earth as the perfect King.


b.  After all the sheep and goats (believers and unbelievers) are gathered before Him, He sets or places or puts the sheep (believers) on His right.  Note that this is His right, not our right.  Believers are on His right as he faces the crowd of billions/millions (we don’t know how many people are left alive after Satan kills 7/12ths (one-fourth in Rev 6:8 then one-third of those remaining in Rev 9:15) of the human race with the demon army of 200 million demons led by the four demon generals, Rev 9:14-18, “commanding the sixth angel, who has the trumpet, ‘Release the four angels who have been imprisoned at the great river Euphrates.’  And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released, in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.  In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million; I heard their number.  And so I saw in the vision the horses and the ones sitting on them, having breastplates the color of fire [red] and hyacinth [blue] and sulfurous [yellow]; furthermore the heads of the horses [were] like the heads of lions; and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths.  From these three plagues [the blow of a weapon causing a fatal wound] one-third of mankind was killed, from the fire and the smoke and the sulfur, which had come out of their mouths.”)

2.  “but on the other hand the goats on the left.”

a.  In contrast to the sheep on the right side of Jesus as He faces them, the goats or unbelievers are placed on His left.  This is the separation of the sheep and goats previously mentioned in the previous verse.


b.  The right side is the place of honor in Jewish society.  This was the place of honor held by John at the last supper.  Judas was to our Lord’s immediate left, the place of less honor.  (Peter was at the far end of the table.)  The stage is now set for the judgment to begin.


c.  It will be easy to recognize the sheep from the goats; for the goats will all have the mark of the Beast on their hand or forehead; the sheep will not.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The separation between sheep and goats alludes to Ezek 34:17–19.  Palestinian shepherds frequently had to separate their flocks this way.  Sheep and goats freely intermingled and often looked quite similar in appearance, at least from a distance.  We too could probably not guess from superficial knowledge and external appearance who are truly God’s people, but He knows.  ‘His right [hand]’ refers to a place of honor; the ‘left’ hand, to a place of disgrace (not a third-highest position of honor as in Mt 20:23).”
  Clearly in Mt 20:23 the left side is a place of honor, but less honor than the right side.


b.  “The right-hand side was generally seen as the favored side; for example, to be at the ruler’s right hand was to be in the place of highest honor the ruler could give.  The left was thought of as the side of ill omen, so it is the appropriate place for the less favored goats.”
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