John 1:1
Matthew 25:31



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, used after temporal conjunctions (like HOTAN) to indicate the indefinite time of the action.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “the Son of Man.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in His glory/majesty.”

“Now when the Son of Man comes in His glory,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “all the angels.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him.”

“and all the angels with Him,”
 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “then,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit: He will sit.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular noun THRONOS, plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DOXA and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on His throne of glory.”

“then He will sit on His throne of glory.”
Mt 25:31 corrected translation
“Now when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His throne of glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when the Son of Man comes in His glory,”

a.  Jesus continues to teach the disciples of the Mount of Olives, but transitions from using parables as His illustrations to direct discourse about future events involving Him.  Specifically, He now turns to the subject of His second advent.  The phrase “the Son of Man” is consistently and customarily used by Jesus in the place of the word “I.”  He uses this title to do two things: (1) emphasize His human nature as being prominent in the action; and (2) to keep His enemies from accusing Him of referring to Himself in any divine way, which they then use to accuse Him of blasphemy.


b.  The phrase ‘comes in His glory’ refers to the glorified state of the hypostatic union of Jesus as described in Rev 1:13-15, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.  Moreover, His head and hair [were] white like white wool, like snow and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire; and His feet [were] like bronze when in the thoroughly hot furnace, and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters,”


c.  This description in Rev 1 is the military uniform of glory that will be wore by Jesus, since He comes back as a conquering King.  This uniform of glory is also worn by all Church Age believers who are ‘dressed in whites’ (Rev 3:4b, “Indeed they will walk with Me in whites, because they are worthy.” and Rev 3:5, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments”; also Rev 3:18), that is, the formal ‘dress white’ military uniform worn on the most formal occasions.

2.  “and all the angels with Him,”

a.  Jesus will not be alone.  All the elect angels will be with Him.  Trillions of them (if not more).  Not mentioned here, but also with Him is His Bride, all Church Age believers. They will also be dressed in the same uniform, Rev 4:4, “Also around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twenty-four elders [angelic staff officers] are sitting, having been clothed in white clothing [uniform of glory] and on their heads golden crowns.”


b.  In addition all Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs will be with Him.  They will also be dressed in ‘whites’.  Rev 6:9-11, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’  And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”


c.  Notice that everyone who returns with the Lord is dressed in the same dress white military uniform of glory.  We are all in battle uniform for the formal event—the Second Advent of the Son of God.

3.  “then He will sit on His throne of glory.”

a.  The beginning of the conclusion of the Second Advent is then described by Jesus.  He skips over His feet setting down on the Mount of Olives and the deliverance of the Jewish believers being besieged in Jerusalem.  He also skips over the battle of Armageddon and the casting of the Antichrist and False Prophet of Israel into the lake of fire.  He also doesn’t mention the imprisonment of the fallen angels and Satan’s incarceration in the compartment of Hades called the Abyss.


b.  After attending to all His enemies (making them a footstool for His feet), the Lord then sits down on His throne as the formal act of beginning His millennial reign.  He cannot begin His formal reign until His enemies have been disposed of.  With the fallen angels and their two main agents (the Antichrist and False Prophet) dwelt with, the Lord can now turn His attention to the judgment of all believers and unbelievers, for one of the main events of the Second Advent is the judgment of all those living on earth who survive the Tribulation.  Some are believers (sheep) and the others are unbelievers (the goats).  Jesus will now describe His future judgment of them.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This section explains to us how Jesus Christ will judge the Gentile nations.  [Are we to assume there are no Jewish unbelievers, and they are not judged?]  We must not confuse this judgment with the Great White Throne Judgment described in Rev 20:11–15. Some scholars merge both passages and call this ‘the general judgment.’  The Bible knows nothing of a ‘general judgment.’  This judgment takes place on earth immediately after the Battle of Armageddon.  The White Throne Judgment takes place in space somewhere (‘the earth and the heaven fled away,’ Rev 20:11).  The judgment here in Matthew 25 takes place before the kingdom is established on earth; for the saved are told to ‘inherit the kingdom’ (Mt 25:34). The White Throne Judgment will take place after the 1,000-year reign of Christ (Rev 20:7ff).”


b.  “When the Lord returns ‘in His glory,’ He will judge not only the nation Israel (as in the Parable of the 10 Virgins and the Parable of the Talents) but also the Gentiles.  This is not the same as the great white throne judgment, which involves only the wicked and which follows the Millennium (Rev 20:13–15).  The judgment of the Gentiles will occur 1,000 years earlier in order to determine who will and will not enter the kingdom.”


c.  “This is not a parable, but a simple, factual revelation of the point to which every human being’s life is directed and cannot escape.  The Bible is clear on the subject; for it insists that God’s creation is God’s possession, and as such must answer to Him. Man therefore has to stand before Almighty God and give an account of his life.  It seems from Scripture there will be several ‘judgments’ of the righteous, all of which will be joyous prize-givings.  One, it seems, will take place during the wedding feast of the Lamb (which I understand will occur during the tribulation) and will be for Church Age saints, both resurrected and raptured.  Another, described in Rev 20:4, will take place at the beginning of the millennium and will be for Israel and martyred tribulation saints.”


d.  “Jesus describes His return with imagery that resembles that of Mt 16:27; 19:28; and 24:30.  The picture is one of grandeur, majesty, authority, and judgment.”


e.  “Jesus goes on to give a fuller picture of our responsibility, a picture of Judgment Day.  He looks to the time when the Son of man comes in His glory.  Jesus’ whole earthly life had been one of lowliness and service; now He looks forward to a coming that will be strikingly different.  He does not define in His glory, but clearly He means that when He returns at the end of this age [the Jewish Age] He will come in majesty and splendor.  His servants must not be misled by His readiness to take the lowly place and think that that is His only place.  His second coming will be strikingly different.  He will come in power and majesty to inaugurate the final state of affairs. He will not be alone, but all the angels will be with Him.  His kingly state is brought out by the reference to His sitting on his glorious throne.”


f.  “Jesus is connecting this scene with Mt 24:30-31, and is now bringing the whole subject to completion.  Here we see who this ‘Son of Man’ really is.”
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