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Matthew 25:10



 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the genitive absolute construction, which includes the genitive feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to depart; to go away.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the foolish virgins) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, in which the action of the participle is simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “while they were going.”

With this we have the genitive ‘subject of the participle’ from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb AGORAZW, which means “to buy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the foolish virgins were producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning/action of the main verb.

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the bridegroom produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NUMPHIOS, which means “the bridegroom.”

“Then while they were going away to buy, the bridegroom came,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and adjective HETOIMOS, which means “the ready ones.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter; to go into.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the ready ones produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun GAMOS, meaning “into the wedding festivities.”

“and the ready ones entered with him to the wedding festivities;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb KLEIW, which means “to be shut.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the door received the action of being shut.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun THURA, meaning “the door.”

“and the door was shut.”
Mt 25:10 corrected translation
“Then while they were going away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the ready ones entered with him into the wedding festivities; and the door was shut.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then while they were going away to buy, the bridegroom came,”

a.  Jesus continues the parable by describing what happened after the wise virgins refused to share their limited oil with the unprepared foolish virgins.  The wise virgins suggested that the foolish virgins go into town in the middle of night and try to find an oil merchant from whom they could purchase lamp oil.  The foolish virgins have no choice but to attempt at this late hour to do just that.  So they go off the buy more oil.  Their action of having to leave, find, buy and return is a picture of the various works they have to perform to gain entrance into the kingdom of God.  Their works will be too little too late.  In fact, their works will be useless.


b.  While they are busy frantically buying oil, the bridegroom arrives.  He has come in an hour in which the foolish virgins were not prepared.  He comes when the unbelievers are not prepared for his return—a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ coming back, when the world of unbelievers is not prepared for His return, because they have not believed in Him.

2.  “and the ready ones entered with him into the wedding festivities;”


a.  The ‘ready ones’ are the wise virgins.  They are ready because they have oil in their lamps—they have believed in Christ and have the imputed righteousness of God and eternal life.  Therefore, they are qualified to enter into the house (the millennial kingdom of God) and join the wedding festivities—the thousand-year party or wedding feast, celebrating the union of the Lord Jesus Christ and His bride (the Church).


b.  The wedding festivities include the removal of Satan, all demons, and all unbelievers from the earth; the restoration of the perfect environment of the earth; the healing of all injuries, wounds, sickness, disease, etc.; the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel; the coronation of the King; the implementation of perfect justice; the rulership of the apostles over the twelve tribes of Israel; the rulership of the Lord Jesus Christ over the nations of the world.


c.  Believers from every period of history will enter the kingdom of God and join in all these wonderful things.

3.  “and the door was shut.”

a.  The door is analogous to the gates of heaven.  This is figurative language describing the entire earth; for the entire earth will be the kingdom.  Access to the earth will be closed to the unbeliever.  All unbelievers will be in a compartment of Hades, called Torments.  They will be imprisoned there for the duration of the millennial reign of Christ.  We might say that their prison door is shut and locked.  They have no escape.


b.  Just as access to the house is shut and sealed once all the invited guests are inside, so once the Second Advent occurs no unbeliever has access to the kingdom of God.  The door is open as long as an unbeliever is alive, but the moment of their death, the door to heaven is forever shut to them.  The unbeliever only has the opportunity to believe in Christ for salvation, while they are alive.  Death shuts the door forever.  There is no such thing as Roman Catholic purgatory (a money making gimmick for the Roman Catholic Church, in which relatives can buy a person’s transfer from purgatory to heaven).

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This suggests that not every professing Christian will enter heaven; for some really have not trusted Jesus Christ sincerely.”
  This is a true statement, but not supported by the teaching of this passage.


b.  “This extra errand takes too long.  The five foolish bridesmaids miss the groom, the processional, and the arrival at the banquet.  The door to the groom’s home is closed and probably locked to keep out any intruders.”


c.  “The delay was fatal.  While they were still on their journey the bridegroom came.  Jesus omits all that followed until they went into the place where the feast was to be held.  He says nothing about what happened when the bridegroom arrived, nor about the procession for which the torches were required.  His hearers were well enough versed in what went on at weddings to understand this for themselves.  He goes immediately to the time when the girls who were ready went in with him to the wedding.  Their forethought was justified, they had the oil they needed, and they took their appointed place in the wedding festivities.  That the door was shut indicates that at this wedding feast, there was a time to join the festivities and those who were not there when the time expired were totally excluded.”


d.  “Grace is vast in its extent but it has its limits.  No one’s penitence, prayer or groaning shall anymore be admitted.”
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