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 is the conjunction HOPWS, which expresses purpose and is translated “in order that; so that.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: may come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “may.”


The active voice indicates that all the blood of the righteous will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose after HOPWS.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “upon you.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS plus the noun HAIMA and adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “all the righteous blood.”  Next we have the nominative neuter singular present passive participle of the verb EKCHEW, which means “to be poured out.”


The present tense is a durative present, which gathers up all past, present and future action into a single whole.


The passive voice indicates the blood receives the action of being poured out.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”

“in order that all the righteous blood being poured out on the earth may come upon you,”
 is the preposition APO (“from”) plus the ablative of origin from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA (“blood”) plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun HABEL (“Abel”) plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective DIKAIOS (“righteous”), meaning “from the blood of righteous Abel.”  Next we have the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA with the proper noun ZACHARIAS, meaning “to the blood of Zechariah.”  With this we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the proper noun BARACHIAS, meaning “the son of Berechiah.”

“from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Next we have the second person plural aorist active indicative of the verb PHONEUW, which means “to murder: you murdered.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the preposition METAXU plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI and the ablative of separation from the neuter singular article and noun THUSIASTĒRION, meaning “between the temple and the altar.”

“whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.”
Mt 23:35 corrected translation
“in order that all the righteous blood being poured out on the earth may come upon you, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that all the righteous blood being poured out on the earth may come upon you,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Because of this, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; [some] of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city; in order that all the righteous blood being poured out on the earth may fall upon you, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.”


b.  Jesus is sending prophets, wise men, and scribes (scholars) to the Jewish people throughout the rest of history for a specific purpose—in order that all the murder and killing of those believers may be charged against these Jewish leaders and their followers.  The word “blood being poured out” is used metaphorically as a reference to the killing of a person.  The word “righteous” indicates that this killing is done against believers in Jesus Christ.


c.  The crime of murder against believers in Jesus is going to be attributed by God to the leaders of the Jewish nation.  They are going to be judged and condemned for the crime of murder against those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as co-conspirators with the persons actually committing the crime(s).  Jesus is going to make sure that there are plenty of communicators of the gospel, that they will be permitted to be murdered, and that the Jewish leaders will be held responsible for all these deaths and more.

2.  “from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah,”

a.  Then the Lord qualifies whose deaths these vile Jewish leaders will be held responsible for.  They will be responsible for the death of all believers murdered, killed, stoned, etc. in the entire Old Testament.  Abel was the first person on earth to be murdered, and Zechariah, the son of Berechiah (Zech 1:1), is the last person to be mentioned in the Old Testament as being murdered, 2 Chr 24:21 (in the Hebrew Scriptures, Second Chronicles is the last book, not Malachi).  “So they conspired against him and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the Lord.”


b.  The unbelieving Jewish leaders of Israel are just as guilty for the murder of believers in Jesus as their forefathers from Cain to the Jewish leaders who murdered Zechariah.  The Jewish leaders have continued to be murderers of believers throughout history.  The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day are just as evil and criminal as all their forefathers and murderous ancestors.


c.  As a side note, consider that the Lord Jesus Christ alludes here to the fact that Abel was a real person, who lived on earth, which implies that Cain also lived on earth as a real person and brother of Abel, and that the two sons were the children of Adam and Eve, who were also real persons, which further implies that they were indeed created by God and that the whole story of the Garden of Eden is a real, factual story.  In other words, if you need proof that what Moses wrote in Genesis is true, look no further than the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.  To deny the Genesis account is to deny the veracity of the Lord Jesus Christ, making Him a liar.

3.  “whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.”

a.  This story is found in 2 Chr 24:20-21, “Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest [this is the same person as Iddo in Zech 1:1]; and he stood above the people and said to them, ‘Thus God has said, “Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord and do not prosper?  Because you have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you.”’  So they conspired against him and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the Lord.”


b.  Zechariah was a Levitical priest, performing his duties between the brazen altar in front of the Holy of Holies.  His murder takes place between the altar on which animal sacrifices occurred and the entrance to the Holy of Holies.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Pharisees and their kind are guilty of all the righteous blood shed in the name of religion.  The first martyr recorded in Old Testament Scripture was Abel (Gen 4), and the last one recorded was the Prophet Zechariah (2 Chr 24:20–22—the Hebrew Bible ends with 2 Chronicles, not Malachi).”


b.  “Abel was the first righteous martyr mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures (Gen 4:8) and Zechariah was the last martyr (2 Chr 24:20–22), 2 Chronicles being last in the Hebrew Bible. (In this statement Jesus attested the Old Testament canon.)  In 2 Chr 24:20, Zechariah is called the ‘son of Jehoiada,’ whereas in Matthew he is the son of Berakiah.  ‘Son of’ can mean descendant; thus Jehoiada, being a priest, could have been Zechariah’s grandfather.  Or Jesus may have had in mind the Prophet Zechariah who was the son of Berakiah (Zech 1:1).”


c.  “Verse 35 is instructive, for Jesus used a popular Hebrew figure of speech, a merism (it states the two extremes but includes everything in between), and thereby defined the limits of the Old Testament canon as excluding the apocryphal books.  The Jewish canon starts with Genesis and ends with 2 Chronicles—we have rearranged the order of the books—and Abel is the first martyr in Genesis and Zechariah the last in 2 Chronicles.  Jesus was saying, ‘You will be guilty of every martyrdom from cover to cover of your Bible.’  2 Chr 24:20 reads ‘Zechariah the son of Jehoiada’ so at first flush appears not to agree with Mt 23:35 which reads ‘Zechariah the son of Berechiah.’ However, Berechiah is possibly a corruption of Barachiah (which means ‘son of Achiah’) so Zechariah was the son of Berechiah, which was Jehoiada’s last name.”


d.  “You murdered shows corporate solidarity of the present rebellious leaders with those of old.  ‘From Abel to Zechariah’ suggests the entire sweep of history from the creation of man to the time of Christ.  Many have assumed that the Zechariah in view here is the murdered prophet of 2 Chr 24:20–21, in which case Berekiah would be a mistaken reference to Jehoiada.  Second Chronicles was the last book in the order of the Hebrew canon, so this interpretation creates a nice inclusion with the martyrdom of Abel at the beginning of Genesis.  But it is more likely that the historical overview is strictly chronological, with Zechariah being truly the son of Berekiah and the prophet who wrote the second to the last book of the Old Testament (compare Zech 1:1).”


e.  “The divine purpose will be worked out in and through this human rejection of God’s messengers.  Through the ages God has sent His prophets, sages, and the like, and He will continue this through the ministry of the apostles and other Spirit-led people in the church.  But the high point of it all is in the sending of His Son.  This means that those who reject Him will be guilty of an especially serious sin; this is the climax of all the opposition to the messengers of God.  The blood of Zechariah, son of Barachiah appears to be the death recorded in 2 Chr 24:20–21, which is the last martyrdom recorded in Scripture.  It is a particularly heinous crime, for the murder took place ‘in the court of the house of the Lord’, which will mean much the same as Jesus’ words, between the sanctuary and the altar.  Both are ways of saying that the slaying occurred in a very holy place.  Whom you killed unites the people Jesus is addressing with the killers of an earlier age in a solidarity of guilt.  The guilty generation He is addressing will be liable for all kinds of blood guiltiness; for they have taken no notice of holy things as they reject the messengers of God.  People who could perpetrate such a blasphemous crime [the death of the Son of God] are the most guilty people of all time.”


f.  “The giving of new or additional names was a common practice among the Jews.  The son of Joash is called both Jerubbaal and Gideon (Jud 8:29, 32; cf. Jud 6:32; 7:1).  Another solution is that Jehoiada was really the grandfather and Barachiah the father.  This is possible when we remember the great age of Jehoiada, 130 years, and when we recall the great deeds, making it highly creditable to be called his son.  So in Chronicles Zachariah would be named after his father, the name of the father having been preserved by Jewish tradition or in genealogical records.  The Jews also frequently called a man a son of a mighty grandfather, especially while the latter was still living.  Both explanations cannot be correct, but both keep to the canons of exegesis.”
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