John 1:1
Matthew 22:39



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Now; Then.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular ordinal adjective DEUTEROS, meaning “the second.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective HOMOIOS, which means “of the same nature as, similar, like; of equal value.”  There is no verb with the nominative subject and predicate nominative, which implies the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Next we have the instrumental of measure
 from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to it.”  The feminine ‘it’ refers back to the feminine noun ‘commandment’ in the previous verse.

“Now the second [is] similar to it,”
 is the second person singular future active indicative of the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The future tense is an imperatival future, which affirms in the sense of a command what will or shall happen.


The active voice indicates that every Jew was required to produce this action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adverb PLĒSION with the possessive genitive or genitive of relationship from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your neighbor.”  Finally, we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the accusative direct object from the second person masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, which means “yourself.”

““You shall unconditionally love your neighbor as yourself.””

Mt 22:39 corrected translation
“Now the second is similar to it, “You shall unconditionally love your neighbor as yourself.””
Mk 12:31, “The second is this, ‘You will love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is not another commandment greater than these.”

Lk 10:27, “Then answering he said, ‘You shall unconditionally love the Lord your God from your whole heart, and with your whole soul, and with your whole strength, and with your whole mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Now the second is similar to it,”

a.  Jesus continues to answer the question of the scribe/lawyer Pharisee.  The first part of the answer addressed the greatest and most important commandment, which is to love God with every part of our being/essence.  Now we have the second commandment (note the word ‘second’ is feminine relating back to the word ‘commandment’ in the previous statement, which is also feminine).  Therefore, the expanded translation is: “Now the second commandment is similar to it” and the word ‘it’ is also in the feminine, referring to the first greatest and most important commandment.


b.  The two commandments are not identical because the object toward which they are directed is not the same.  The execution of the first commandment is directed toward God.  The execution of the second commandment is directed toward all people that we personally deal with.  The commands are not identical, but similar.


c.  The similarity is found in the unconditional (AGAPĒ) love used by the person being obedient to God’s commands.  The same verb (AGAPAW) is used in both commands, meaning the same exact love is expected in the execution of each command.  We are expected to love God without putting any of our silly conditions on our love for Him (‘I’ll love You, if You do X for me.’)  In the same respect we are commanded to love other people deal with from the honor, integrity and virtue of our spiritual life.  We love God because of who and what He is.  We love others because of who and what we are.  In both cases the love is without conditions.  On the one hand the unconditional love for God is personal and based on God’s honor, integrity and virtue.  On the other hand our unconditional love for others mirrors God’s love and is based on our honor, integrity, and virtue from the motivation of the word of God in our soul and the help of the Holy Spirit in our spiritual life.  There is similarity, but not duplication.

2.  ““You shall unconditionally love your neighbor as yourself.””

a.  Jesus then quotes a portion of Lev 19:18, which says, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”  To avoid having to obey this command to the letter of the Law, the scribes, lawyers, and Pharisees argued and questioned the word ‘neighbor’ with the question, ‘Who is my neighbor?’ and confining it to just the persons living next door or across the street.

b.  So the first issue we must settle is: ‘Who really is my neighbor?’  It is anyone we personally come into contact with on a daily basis, whether we have known them before or not.  It can be the person living next to us or someone driving in front of us, cutting us off in traffic.  It could be the loud obnoxious drunk sitting behind us at a baseball game.  It could be anyone we come into contact with on any particular day that needs a little unconditional love from us, instead of our anger, disgust, judgment, antagonism, or criticism.


c.  Unconditional love for others is unconditional!  We treat others with honor, integrity, and virtue because of the Bible doctrine in our soul and the influence of the Holy Spirit, applying the virtues of thoughtfulness, kindness, and patience, because God has asked us to do this.  Not because the other person deserves it.  In fact, unconditional love is most needed and most used, when the other person deserves nothing.  We are ambassadors for Christ, and we are expected to exhibit the same unconditional love for others that Christ demonstrated on the Cross, when He unconditionally loved the world so much that He willingly bore our sins and was judged for us, just as God the Father unconditionally loved the world so much that He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins and our Savior.


d.  How do we love ourselves?  We love ourselves unconditionally.  We don’t say to ourselves, “I’ll love you, self, if only you will do X.”  When have you ever said that to yourself?  Never.  (If you have, sign up for therapy right away.)  We take care of ourselves without conditions.  We don’t even think about it.  We just do it.  We care for ourselves and provide for ourselves automatically.  God expects us to do likewise with our unconditional love for others.  It should be automatic and unconditional.  This is how we fulfill the command of Mt 5:44, “However, I say to you, unconditionally love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,…”


e.  In forty-two words (unconditional love is one word in the Greek) Jesus answered the lawyer’s question with one of most profound statements He ever made, and settled a question the Jews had been arguing over for centuries.  You would think that not a single opponent of Jesus would have a single word of retort or criticism.  But such is not the case.  Luke tells us that one person couldn’t keep his mouth shut, Lk 10:29, “Then the one desiring to justify himself said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’”


f.  By obeying the second command in difficult interpersonal interactions, we obey the first command in unconditional obedience to God.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Love for God cannot be divorced from love for one’s neighbor; so Jesus also quoted Lev 19:18 and put it on the same level as the Shema.  The teachings of the Epistles in the New Testament agree with this statement (1 Jn 3:10–18; 4:7–21).  If we have a right relationship with God, we will have no problems with His commandments.  Love is the basis for obedience.  In fact, all of the Law is summed up in love (Rom 13:8–10).  If we love God, we will love our neighbor; and if we love our neighbor, we will not want to do anything to harm him.”


b.  “By coupling Lev 19:18 with the orthodox answer, our Lord indicated that the Jewish leaders who were plotting His murder were not worthy custodians of the Law.  So, to their consternation and confusion, He had turned the Mosaic Law against them!”


c.  “‘The second is like it’ probably means that this commandment is of equal importance.  Jewish interpreters had long recognized the preeminent value of each of these laws; Jesus apparently was the first to fuse the two and to exalt them above the whole Law.”


d.  “Wholehearted love for God means coming in some measure to see other people as God sees them, and all people as the objects of God’s love.  Therefore anyone who truly loves God with all his being must and will love others.  The term neighbor is somewhat elastic, but Jesus certainly meant more than loving the person next door.  It seems that the Jews tended to understand by the neighbor one’s fellow Jew and to leave open the possibility of extending a thoroughgoing hatred to ‘lesser breeds without the law.’  But there cannot be the slightest doubt that Jesus is extending the term as widely as it can be extended; He is saying that one must love one’s fellow human being.  The two great commandments go together (if anyone says he loves God and hates his brother he is a liar, 1 Jn 4:20).”


e.  “This love is exactly what God demands of us toward our neighbor, even if that neighbor be a stranger or a man who is filled with enmity toward us.”
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