John 1:1
Matthew 22:29


 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.

The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle being simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  This can be translated like a circumstantial participle: “answering.”

Next we have the nominatives subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”
“Then answering, Jesus said to them,”
 is the second person plural present passive indicative of the verb PLANAW, which means “to be mistaken.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for the present state of being; what is now occurring.

The active voice indicates that the Sadducees are producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple/dogmatic statement of fact.

With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine second person plural perfect active participle of the verb OIDA, meaning “to know: knowing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Sadducees produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “the writings; the Scriptures.”

“‘You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures”
 is the negative coordinating conjunction MĒDE, which means “nor,” when used after a previous negative (MĒ).  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS, meaning “the power.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God.”
“nor the power of God;”
Mt 22:29 corrected translation
“Then answering, Jesus said to them, ‘You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God;”
Mk 12:24, “Jesus said to them, ‘For this reason are you not mistaken, because you do not understand the Scriptures or the power of God?”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, Jesus said to them,”

a.  The Sadducees have posed their question about which one of the seven brothers the woman will be after the resurrection.  Jesus answers their question, but He does not do so with another question, as has been His standard operating procedure throughout Matthew’s gospel.

b.  The Lord’s answer is not harsh or demeaning.  It is a dogmatic ‘matter-of-fact’ answer.  He does not mince words or ‘sugar coat’ His answer.  He gives a point-blank, absolute fact answer that leaves no room for discussion or debate.
2.  “‘You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures”

a.  The first thing the Lord denotes is that the Sadducees are dogmatically mistaken.  The verb means to be misled, to be led astray, to be deluded, to be mistaken, and to be deceived.  The Sadducees are all of these things.  They are flat wrong and have no idea how wrong they are.  They don’t believe there will ever be a resurrection from the dead, and they are dead wrong.  They believe there is marriage after death, and they are wrong about that as well.  They believe there is no such thing as angels, and are wrong about that.  Their whole theology is a disaster.  They have made mistake after mistake in what they believe.  They even reject all the Old Testament Scriptures except the first five books written by Moses, which is their greatest mistake.

b.  And because they reject all the Old Testament except the Torah, they do not know the Scriptures.  Basically, they don’t know what they are talking about.  They are just one step higher on the theological ladder from the Gentiles.  Because they reject the Scriptures, they don’t know the Scriptures.  And because they do not know the Scriptures, they are mistaken about what the Scriptures say.  This is a jaw dropping moment for them, and you can see the Pharisees snickering in the background as Jesus points out what the Pharisees have been saying about the Sadducees for years.
3.  “nor the power of God;”

a.  Not only are the Sadducees mistaken from their own self-deception, self-delusion, and their own misleading, but they also do not know the power and ability of God to bring people back from the dead and give them life.

b.  The power of God here is directly related to God’s ability and power to produce a resurrection of the dead.  The Sadducees claimed that there would never be a resurrection, implying that God was powerless to produce such a thing.  They reject the omnipotence of God.  They reject God’s ability to do whatever He wants, including to produce life after death.  They reject what God did in raising Lazarus from the dead only a few days prior to this.

c.  The Sadducees have rejected the word of God and the power of God.  They don’t believe He created angels, don’t believe He can give life after death, don’t believe His promises of eternal life or eternal salvation, which all combine to produce rejection of Jesus’ gospel message.  Therefore, these apostate Jews are worthy of the Lord’s complete condemnation.  They deserve the humiliation they are receiving from Jesus.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus told them that they were ignorant.  They did not know the Scriptures, nor did they know the power of God, which inferred that they really did not know God.”


b.  “This was a strong denunciation of religious leaders, for of all people certainly they should have known God’s Word and His power.  God’s Word taught the resurrection, and His power can bring people back to life.”


c.  “Jesus sees two errors in their logic, one regarding their specific question about this woman and the other related to their more fundamental, underlying concerns about resurrection in general.  These errors deal, respectively, with their understanding of Torah and of God’s power.”


d.  “The verb PLANAW may be used of literal straying from the right path (Mt 18:12), but it is also used metaphorically of those who have strayed from the truth.  Lenski takes the verb here to be middle, which would give the sense ‘you are deceiving yourselves’ (p. 871).  He may well be right, for they were drawing from the Scripture a conclusion that was not there (levirate marriage does not teach us about the truth or otherwise of resurrection).  The Sadducees are basing their line of reasoning on Scripture, but they did not really know the Scriptures.  It is one thing to be able to quote passages that one thinks support one’s preconceived position and quite another to understand and follow the teaching of Scripture.  And just as they do not really understand Scripture, so they do not know the power of God.  The question of the resurrection from the dead is not one to be solved by citing a convenient passage from somewhere in the Bible; it demands that we recognize God’s power to do what He wills.  The Sadducees were interested in marriage as the way of ‘raising up’ descendants for a man who had died without issue so as to perpetuate his name; Jesus points to the fact that this limits the power of God.  God can ‘raise up’ people by way of resurrection; the man’s name does not need to be perpetuated, for he himself will be ‘raised up.’  The Sadducees are limiting the power of God by the way they understand ‘raising up.’”


e.  “A genuine previous knowledge of the Scriptures would have made it impossible for the Sadducees to misuse the word of Moses as they did.  This is un-excusable ignorance.  The Sadducees introduce a false premise, namely that in the other world the same conditions prevail that obtain in this world.”
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