John 1:1
Matthew 22:14



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” (people).  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the invited ones produce the state of being many.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective KLĒTOS, meaning “the invited ones.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of the noun.  In English grammar we indicate this by inclusion of the article.  In Greek grammar they indicated it by exclusion of the article.  The normal syntactical word order in Greek has the subject follow the verb, which how we know that KLĒTOS is the subject and POLUS is the predicate.

“For the invited ones are many,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective OLIGOS, meaning “few.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective EKLEKTOS, meaning “the chosen ones; the elect ones.”  There is an ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the repetition of the verb EIMI, since it is already obvious from the previous statement.

“however, the chosen ones [are] few.””
Mt 22:14 corrected translation
“For the invited ones are many, however, the chosen ones [are] few.””
Explanation:
1.  “For the invited ones are many,”

a.  The Lord concludes His teaching at this point with a simple explanation of how this parable applies to all people, so the crowds can benefit from what has been said.  The words are directed at the Pharisee and Herodian delegation, but the application affects all Israel as well.


b.  The normal Greek word order places the subject of the thought immediately after the verb, which is why ‘the invited ones’ is the subject and should be placed before the verb, since this is the correct and typical English word order.


c.  The invited ones are all the people of the world, who have ever lived on this planet.  Every person who has ever existed and reached the age of accountability for their decisions has been invited by the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their savior.  So to say that they are many is really an understatement.  Children don’t need to be invited.  God automatically saves them, if they die before reaching adulthood or an age where they can make a reasonable decision for or against Christ.  Therefore, the word ‘many’ is correct as opposed to the word ‘all’.  Children don’t need to be invited to believe in Christ, though many are invited and do believe.


d.  Jesus point here is that all the leaders of Israel and all the people of Israel who want to be saved have had the message delivered to them and have had the opportunity to believe in Jesus.  The call and invitation has gone out.  The many have been invited.

2.  “however, the chosen ones [are] few.””

a.  In contrast to the many who have been invited, few have chosen to believe in Jesus.  Do you remember how many believers were present in Jerusalem after the resurrection of Jesus and before Pentecost?   Acts 1:15, “And then during these days, after standing up, Peter said in the midst of the brethren (there was a gathering together of about one hundred and twenty persons),…”  The chosen or elected ones are few in comparison to the many people who refuse to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The ‘chosen’ are also called ‘the elect’ from the Greek word EKLEKTOS.  It means to be selected.  Those who believe in Christ are ‘the elect, the chosen, or the selected ones’.  We are identified by this term many times in Scripture.



(1)  Mk 13:20, “And if the Lord had not shortened those days, no flesh would have been saved; but because of the chosen, whom He selected for Himself, He shortened those days.”



(2)  Mk 13:22, “for false-Christs and false-prophets will arise, and will produce signs and wonders, for the purpose of misleading, if possible, the elect.”



(3)  Mk 13:27, “And then He will send the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the top of heaven.”



(4)  Jn 13:18, “I am not speaking about all of you.  I know who I have selected; but in order that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’”


(5)  Rom 8:33, “Who will bring accusation against the elect of God?  The One who justifies [vindicates] [is] God.”



(6)  Rom 9:24, “even us whom He has elected, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles.”



(7)  Rom 11:5, “Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”



(8)  Rom 11:7, “What, then, are we to conclude?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it; however the rest [Jewish unbelievers] were hardened.”



(9)  1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”



(10)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love,”



(11)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”



(12)  1 Thes 1:4, “because we know, brethren, beloved by God, your election,”



(13)  1 Tim 6:12, “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”



(14)  2 Tim 2:10, “For this reason, I endure all things because of the elect, in order that they also may experience deliverance which [is] in Christ Jesus associated with eternal glory.”



(15)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, the slave of God and the apostle of Jesus Christ on the basis of the doctrine belonging to the elect of God; that is, the full-knowledge of the truth, which [is] on the basis of the spiritual life,”



(16)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(17)  2 Pet 1:10, “Therefore, brethren, be even more eager to make your position and election a reality; for by doing these things you will absolutely never be ruined.”



(18)  2 Jn 1:1, “The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I truly love unconditionally, and not I only, but also all who have known doctrine,”



(19)  Jude 1, “Jude, the slave of Jesus Christ, but brother of James, to those elect ones who are loved by God the Father and kept unharmed by Jesus Christ.”



(20)  Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and yet the Lamb will conquer them, because He is ‘the Lord over lords and the King over kings’; furthermore, those [who are] with Him [are] invited and selected and faithful.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “While the kingdom had now been expanded to include individuals from all races and backgrounds (many are invited), there is an election (few are chosen).  And yet individual response is essential.”


b.  “The assertion that God calls and chooses is a reminder of His absolute sovereignty.”


c.  “Many people hear the summons of the gospel, but only a certain percentage responds properly.  In light of the imagery of the parable itself and in view of common Semitic usage, many here may well mean all.  Few may thus imply nothing about how many are saved except that the number is noticeably less than all.  Klētoi (literally, called) is not to be taken here as irresistible calling but in the sense of ‘invited.’  Those responding properly may be said to have been chosen.  The elect are the true community of the people God chooses to save, even as Israel had once been so chosen, but those people must freely respond to the Spirit’s work in their lives [common grace].  Divine sovereignty and human responsibility are finely balanced.  Neither can be jettisoned at the expense of the other.  The man’s behavior demonstrates he is not elect.  Election does not violate free will nor occur irrespective of the man’s conduct.  God invites many people of different kinds into his Kingdom; overt rejection of God’s invitation leads to eventual retribution.  Unbelievers today need to know the biblical claim that they face eternal judgment, despite Christians’ hesitancy in preaching this message. Professing Christians need to know that they are not exempt from the same danger whenever they replace the true gospel with some substitute of their own designs; for there is no other gospel (Gal 1:6–9).”


d.  “Jesus rounds off the parable with a reason for the rejection of this man.  Many are called classes him with the other guests; they had all heard the gracious invitation of the royal host, and they were all where they were because of his generosity.  But Jesus sounds a warning.  Those who hear God’s call and know of His grace must not think that a call is the same as a response.  While many indeed hear the call, few are chosen.  In interpreting this we must bear in mind that Hebrew and Aramaic both lack comparative forms of the adjective. Comparisons are expressed by using expressions like ‘large’ and ‘small,’ sometimes ‘many’ and ‘few.  It is possible to understand this passage to mean that the elect are fewer in number than those called.   Jesus is not saying whether the elect will be a tiny remnant or not; He is saying that not all the called will be finally chosen.  This is an expression of the doctrine of election that we find in one form or another throughout the New Testament.  The Jews could say, ‘All Israelites have a share in the world to come’, but Jesus rejects such views.  The gospel invitation goes far and wide, but not everyone who hears it is one of God’s elect.  We know those who are elect by their obedient response [faith in Christ].”
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