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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders are producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle being simultaneous with the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “while seeking.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb KRATEW, which means “to seize (violently); to take hold of.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary and purpose infinitive, completing the action and purpose of the main verb.

Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid; to fear.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Jewish leaders received the action of being afraid.
The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun OCHLOS, meaning “crowds.”

“and while seeking to seize Him, they feared the crowds,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction EPEI, meaning “because; since.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the predicate accusative of the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “to be a prophet.”  EIS with the accusative is often used to express a predicate idea.  Literally this says ‘since they held Him for a prophet’, which means “they considered Him to be a prophet.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”  And finally, we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have; to hold; to consider.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion


The active voice indicates that the crowds produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“since they considered Him to be a prophet.”
Mt 21:46 corrected translation
“and while seeking to seize Him, they feared the crowds, since they considered Him to be a prophet.”
Explanation:
1.  “and while seeking to seize Him, they feared the crowds,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And the high priests and the Pharisees, after hearing His parables, understood that He was speaking about them; and while seeking to seize Him, they feared the crowds, since they considered Him to be a prophet.”


b.  Matthew continues the description of the conclusion of Jesus’ encounter with the leaders of Israel by telling us what the leaders wanted to do.  They wanted to arrest Jesus immediately and have Him stand trial for blasphemy, treason, and sedition.  (They wanted to ‘throw the book’ at Him, that is, charge Him with everything they could think of.)  We know that they wanted to arrest Him, because they sent temple guards to arrest Him, but they came back empty handed, saying that no man spoke like Him as their excuse for their failure.  Jn 7:44-46, “And some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid their hands on Him.  Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, ‘Why did you not bring Him?’  The officers answered, ‘Never has a man spoken in this manner.’”


c.  One thing prevented the leaders from doing their dirty work—they were afraid of the crowds.  They were afraid that if they laid hands on the Person who had healed so many of them and their family members that there would be a riot and the Romans would step in and arrest the leaders of Israel for inciting a riot.  The crowds were on Jesus’ side at this point and the leaders were well aware of it.  They could not afford to have the crowds turn against them.  Other passages mention this fear by the leaders.



(1)  Mk 11:18, “And the chief priests and the scribes heard [this], and began seeking how they might kill Him; for they were afraid of Him, because the whole crowd was amazed at His teaching.”



(2)  Mk 11:32, “’But shall we say, “From men”?’—they were afraid of the crowd; for everyone considered that John truly was a prophet.”



(3)  Mk 12:12, “And they were seeking to seize Him, and yet they were afraid of the crowd; for they understood that He spoke the parable with reference to them.  And so after leaving Him, they went away.”



(4)  Lk 20:19, “And then the scribes and the high priests sought to lay their hands on Him in the same hour, and yet they feared the people; for they knew that He spoke this parable against them.”



(5)  Lk 22:2, “And the high priests and the scribes were seeking how they might do away with Him; for they were afraid of the people.”

2.  “since they considered Him to be a prophet.”

a.  Finally, Matthew adds the reason why the crowds were on the side of Jesus.  They considered Jesus to be a prophet, which meant that He was sent from God, as proven by His amazing teaching and His astounding miracles.


b.  The leaders of Israel did not consider Jesus to be a prophet, but the people did, and there were thousands of people watching and listening to this encounter.  The leaders of Israel were just 70 (some say 71) members of the Sanhedrin as opposed to tens of thousands of people in the crowd, and who knows how many of them and their family members were healed, taught, fed, and provided for by Jesus.  Jesus had done so much more than John the Baptist, and everyone knew he was a prophet.  Therefore, if John was a prophet, how much more so was Jesus of Nazareth a prophet.  But considering Him a prophet was not enough.  The people had to accept Him as the Messiah, their Savior, the Son of God and the King of the Jews.  Unfortunately, they only wanted the latter and would show their rejection of the former things in the next few days.  The crowd that supports Jesus today will cry out for His crucifixion in a few days.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The remarkable fact which marked the conclusion to this parable was that the common people recognized Jesus as a prophet, and thus that this parable was a prophecy, whereas their spiritual leaders did not.”


b.  “They would have liked to arrest Him, but the crowds of people in Jerusalem for the feast presented them with a problem.  Matthew has recorded Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem no farther back than the beginning of this chapter, and it is clear that at this time Jerusalem contained a large number of his enthusiastic followers.  These were people who held Him to be a prophet.  How do you arrest a prophet in the middle of crowds who are enthusiastic about Him?  No immediate answer appeared to this question; therefore the enemies of Jesus did nothing for the time being.  But this did not mean that their opposition was any the less.  It meant only that they were biding their time.  As soon as they had a convenient opportunity, they would strike.”
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