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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means, “to say: He said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“And He said to them,”
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that what is about to be said received the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My house.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun OIKOS and the ablative of purpose from the feminine singular noun PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “a house for prayer.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that God’s house will receive the action of being called something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“‘It stands written, “My house will be called a house for prayer;””
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative of the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, produce, etc.”


The present tense is a durative and retroactive progressive present, which regards the action as begun in the past and now continuing.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leadership has produced and is still producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun SPĒLAION, which means “a cave; a den; a hideout”
 plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural noun LĒISTĒS, which means “of robbers;
 belonging to robbers; a robber’s den.”

“however, you are making it a robber’s den.’”
Mt 21:13 corrected translation
“And He said to them, ‘It stands written, “My house will be called a house for prayer;” however, you are making it a robber’s den.’”
Mk 11:17, “And He began to teach and said to them, ‘Does it not stand written, “My house shall be called a house for prayer for all the nations”?  However you have made it a robbers’ hideout.’”
Lk 19:46, “saying to them, ‘It stands written, “And My house shall be a house for prayer.”  However, you have made it a hideout for robbers.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And He said to them,”

a.  After driving out the sellers and buyers of animal sacrifices and turning over the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those selling doves, Jesus begins to teach everyone who will listen to Him, why He has done this.


b.  The object ‘them’ includes the disciples, the high priests and scribes, the buyers and sellers, and the crowds watching what has just happened.  Jesus is explaining to everyone the rationale behind His indignant behavior.  What He has done was not done for some violent purpose, but to teach a visual lesson to the people of Jerusalem what God’s attitude was toward what they were doing.  God was not going to tolerate this activity now and will put a permanent end to it in the near future.  This was a subtle warning of what was coming in 70 A.D.


c.  The Jewish leaders and people who followed their lead received a visual warning, and now will receive the verbal warning to go along with it.

2.  “‘It stands written, “My house will be called a house for prayer;””

a.  Jesus quotes from Isa 56:7, “Even those I will bring to My holy mountain

and make them joyful in My house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.”


b.  The temple in Jerusalem was first designed and built by Solomon to be a house or residence for the God of Israel as represented by the Shekinah Glory, who was present on top of the mercy seat between the two Cherubim in the Holy of Holies.  The temple was built to house the ark of the covenant as the daily reminder that the God of Israel lived with His people.


c.  The temple was then the place where the Jews could come and bring their prayers of thanksgiving and petition to the God of Israel.  It was the place where they could come and find forgiveness for their sins and make their requests known to God.  It was also a place where the Gentiles of the world could come and believe in the God of Israel.

3.  “however, you are making it a robber’s den.’”

a.  But instead of the temple serving all these intended purposes, the leaders of Israel had turned the temple and its purpose into a money making enterprise that fostered greed, usury, legalized extortion, and religious bribery.


b.  The high priests (former and current) were the gang leaders in this money making scheme.  Those who worked for them sold at a profit and gained income through their monetary exchange rates.  They legalized their robbery by the purchase of only their ‘kosher’ sacrificial animals, using only their ‘kosher’ Jewish money.  The people working for the priests were legalized thieves.  Thus the temple of Israel was tuned into a den where the Jewish thieves/robbers could operate legally.


c.  This last statement comes from Jer 7:11, “ ‘Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold I, even I, have seen [it],’ declares the Lord.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When Jesus called the temple ‘My house,’ He was affirming that He is God.  When He called it ‘My house of prayer,’ He was quoting Isaiah 56:7. The entire 56th chapter of Isaiah denounces the unfaithful leaders of Israel.  The phrase ‘den of robbers’ comes from Jeremiah 7:11 and is part of a long sermon that Jeremiah delivered in the gate of the temple, rebuking the people for the same sins that Jesus saw and judged in His day.  Why did Jesus call the temple ‘a den of thieves’?  Because the place where thieves hide is called a den. The religious leaders, and some of the people, were using the temple and the Jewish religion to cover up their sins.”


b.  “Since such extortion was completely contrary to the temple’s purposes, the Lord overturned their tables and benches in the outer court of the Gentiles, while quoting parts of two Old Testament verses, Isa 56:7 and Jer 7:11.”


c.  “Josephus records even worse corruption in temple practice some thirty years later, so confirms Jesus’ charge that their desecration was complete and irreversible.  Jesus’ statement was prophetic; for that temple which was destroyed in ad 70 never recovered from this malpractice.”


d.  “As He clears the area of those engaged in these various commercial transactions, Jesus begins to fulfill the prophecy that a day would come when no ‘merchant’ would remain in the house of the Lord.  Then He explicitly quotes portions of Isa 56:7 and Jer 7:11 (recorded here verbatim from the LXX).  As it stands, what was intended to be a ‘house of prayer for all the nations’—namely the court of the Gentiles—is so filled with commotion that neither Jew nor Gentile can easily pray here.  Jesus is in fact threatening the whole sacrificial system.  With His crucifixion near and already knowing that most of the leadership would reject His reforms, for all intents and purposes here He dramatizes God’s imminent judgment on the temple and nation.”


e.  “Jesus justified what He had done and gave His reason for doing it with a citation of Scripture.  The temple was meant as a place of worship; Matthew omits the words ‘for all the nations’ (as does Luke; Mark includes them).  Using the outer court for trading meant that if a Gentile came to the temple to pray, the only place he could do it was in the middle of a busy bazaar.  The traders had put profit above worship.  And when Jesus speaks of a robbers’ cave, He indicates not only that they were trading in the wrong place, but that they were trading dishonestly.”


f.  “They made the Temple a robbers’ refuge.  No matter what they do even by violating the sanctity of their Temple, they imagine that their adherence to this Temple will protect and shield them from any penalty.”
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