John 1:1
Matthew 20:27



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  Next we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the THELW, which means “to wish, will, want or desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what might be occurring at that moment in the future.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating what is possible or likely or might potentially occur.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive of the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, which describes the present action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the state of wishing something.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first.”

“and whoever wishes to be first among you”
 is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (whoever) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DOULOS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your slave.”

“will be your slave;”
Mt 20:27 corrected translation
“and whoever wishes to be first among you will be your slave;”
Mk 10:44, “and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be the slave of all.”
Explanation:
1.  “and whoever wishes to be first among you”

a.  This verse is the continuation and conclusion of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “It will not be in this manner among you, but whoever wishes among you to become great will be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you will be your slave;”


b.  The subject ‘whoever,’ refers specifically to the disciples Jesus is now addressing, but it also has future application to any believers in the Church Age and Tribulation.  This principle has universal application among all believers, including us.


c.  It is a fact that there are believers among us who desire to be first, to be in authority, to rule, to have the final say-so in all decision making.  There are believers who lust for power, authority, control, and the ability to impose their will on others.  This is illustrated in the obvious hierarchy of the Catholic Church, Protestant denominations, the Mormons, and most Christian organizations.  This principle by Jesus is rarely followed to the standard He set.  The free will of man most often follows the free will of Satan in lusting to be like the Most High God—in control.

2.  “will be your slave;”

a.  However, Jesus’ standard for those who want to be first is to be last.  The slave was the lowest person in society and had little or no authority, unless it was granted to that slave through adoption (the formal appointed heir of a Roman aristocrat) or appointment (as in the case of Joseph).


b.  To be a slave means to be a servant of others.  The slave serves the needs and desires of others.  The apostles caught on to this standard by Jesus and put it into practice in their mental attitude:



(1)  Lk 1:38, “Then Mary said, ‘Behold, the female-slave of the Lord; may it come about for me according to your prophecy.’  And then the angel departed from her.”



(2)  Rom 1:1, “Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus, commissioned an apostle, having been appointed because of the gospel of God,”



(3)  1 Cor 7:22, “For the slave who was called in the Lord is the freedman of the Lord.  Likewise the free person who was called is the slave of Christ.”



(4)  Col 4:12a, “Epaphras, the one who [is] from you, the slave of Christ Jesus greets you all,”



(5)  2 Tim 2:24, “Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil,”



(6)  Jam 1:1, “James, the slave of God [the Father] and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes, the ones in the dispersion, greetings.”



(7)  Jude 1, “Jude, the slave of Jesus Christ, but brother of James, to those elect ones who are loved by God the Father and kept unharmed by Jesus Christ.”


(8)  2 Pet 1:1, “Simon Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received an equivalent faith to us in the righteousness of our God even savior Jesus Christ.”


c.  Service to others is the standard for greatness in the kingdom of God, even our Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Not every servant was a slave, but every slave was a servant.  It is sad to note in the church today that we have many celebrities, but very few servants.  There are many who want to ‘exercise authority’, but few who want to take the towel and basin and wash feet.”


b.  “Greatness in the Lord’s kingdom does not come through rulership or authority but through service.  Their goal should be serving, not ruling.  Those most highly esteemed will be those who serve.”


c.  “The more a believer serves on earth, the higher will be his status in God’s eternal Kingdom.  This is quite the converse to the worldly pattern, but this is the principle in the Church.  Our Lord assures us that the servant on earth will be ‘great’ in the eternal Kingdom, but the slave on earth will be even ‘greater.’  This is the formula for success in the eternal Kingdom of God: self-denying service on earth.  The apostles believed this and delighted in the title ‘slave,’ as all the named writers of the epistles attest.”


d.  “Would-be leaders must become ‘servants’ or ‘slaves’.  They are exempt from no menial task and lead by example rather than by dictum.  Jesus’ entire thrust is on enabling and empowering others rather than wielding power for oneself.”


e.  “In the ancient world there was no one lower than a slave; the slave’s whole life is lived in service for which he can claim neither credit nor reward.  Jesus could scarcely use a more graphic term to bring out the lowliness His people must seek.  It is in lowly service that Christians find their true fulfilment.  They follow a Master who took the form of a servant and lived all His earthly days in humble obscurity.  The way forward for them is in humility and lowliness.  To set one’s heart on eminence is to lose the heart of the Christian way.  This does not, of course, mean that among the followers of Christ there are to be no leaders, none in high places.  It means that those who take the lead among them are to be humble, people seeking not personal success but the opportunity of doing lowly service.”


f.  “Greatness is measured by service and not by the power and authority arrogated and assumed.”
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