John 1:1
Matthew 18:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite participle EAN (a variation of AN), meaning “whoever.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to receive; to welcome; to accept.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (whoever = any believer) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN, indicating the possibility or probability of the action taking place.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS plus the noun PAIDION and the demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, meaning “one child such as this.”
  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “because of or on account of My name/person.”

“And whoever welcomes one child such as this on account of My person,”
 is the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to welcome; receive, accept.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (whoever) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“welcomes Me.”
Mt 18:5 corrected translation
“And whoever welcomes one child such as this on account of My person, welcomes Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “And whoever welcomes one child such as this on account of My person,”

a.  The Lord continues teaching His disciples about who is the greater in the kingdom of the heavens, using the illustration of the child standing before Him and in front of them.


b.  Jesus has just mentioned the critical importance of humility as a condition for being great in the kingdom.  Now He adds that a person must also receive, welcome, and accept such a child.  The child represented the lowest form of person in the Roman Empire.  They were considered to be of almost no value, and therefore, were often despised and not well received by others or welcome in the company of others.  The proverbial saying, “They are to be seen and not heard” applies here.  Jesus turns this standard upside down and says that little children should be welcomed, received, and accepted on account of His name, that is, on account of His person.


c.  What does the phrase “on account of my name/person” mean?  A person’s name is synonymous with a person’s person.  Therefore, to say “on account of my name” means the same thing as “on account of my person.”  Jesus expected the disciples to receive, welcome, and accept the lowest persons in their society because of Who and What Jesus is—their Lord and Savior.  They are to welcome and accept little children and others of low social status because of Him, because of what He wants, because of His standard, not society’s convention standard.  Because Jesus is God and Lord of all, the disciples are expected to treat those of ‘no account’ of having the same value that God puts on them—He is not willing that any should perish is an example of that value.  Therefore, no one is to be despised or treated with contempt.

2.  “welcomes Me.”

a.  Then the Lord establishes the divine comparison.  To welcome a child is to welcome the Lord Jesus Christ.  To receive a child is to receive the Son of God.  To accept a child is to accept the King of the Jews.


b.  Whatever is done to or for the Lord Jesus Christ is to be done to and for the lowest valued person in the society of believers.  If God accepts, welcomes, and receives someone, then so must those who follow in obedience to the Lord.  If we accept, welcome, and receive others, then we are receiving, welcoming, and accepting the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  This is why there is no place for bigotry and prejudice of any kind in Christianity.  We are to have a welcoming and accepting relationship with all those who have a relationship with our Lord.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “As Christians, we must not only accept the little children for Jesus’ sake; but we must also receive all of God’s children and seek to minister to them.”


b.  “Little thought was directed in those days toward children, but Jesus did not overlook them.”


c.  “Jesus, by using a child to illustrate His point, indicated that a Christian is under the authority of His Father and has no rights to press.  This naturally leads to humility; however, a Christian does not take advantage of a fellow Christian’s humility.”


d.  “The ‘child’ of verses 2–4 represents the ‘little ones’ (insignificant believers) of verses 6, 10, 14, and in this verse the transition has already begun.  One such child therefore is not a reference to children as such, but to those who as Jesus’ followers (in my name), whether young or adult, have accepted the child’s status.  The ‘greatness’ of such ‘children’ lies in their relationship to Jesus.”


e.  “The disciples must not merely humble themselves; they must welcome all others who humble themselves as believers.  The ‘little child’ of verse 5 most naturally refers to any true disciple.  F. D. Bruner comments, ‘Mt 18:1–4 calls us to humility, then verse 5 gives us a major way to practice humility.’”


f.  “Jesus speaks of anyone who welcomes one such little child.  The numeral one indicates the minimum, the smallest possible number of children, and such widens the thought to include children in general, not only the child there in the middle.  To receive even one of them hospitably is important.  It is the habit of the world to serve the great and the popular, but for the follower of Jesus the priority must be to receive and welcome the world’s little people.  Jesus says further that the reception is to be in my name, where the name is used ‘of all that the name implies, of rank, authority, character etc.’.  Jesus speaks of the disciple as receiving the little child because that is what Jesus would do and therefore it is what Jesus would want His servant to do too.  The kingdom is not to be envisaged in the way the disciples had been thinking of it.”


g.  “Jesus has in mind not only an actual child, but also any disciple of His who has spiritually become like a child.  To receive such a childlike believer is most surely receiving no one less than Jesus Himself.  It will be impossible for us to treat them with disdain, because in them we would mistreat Jesus Himself.”
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