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

 is the explanatory use of the positive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the conjunction HOU, meaning “where.”  Then we have the perfect periphrastic construction, which combines the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI with the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle of the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered together.”


The present and perfect tenses combine to present an intensive perfect idea, which emphasizes the present, completed action of being gathered.


The active and passive voices combine to present the passive idea of the subject receiving the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood and circumstantial particle combine to indicate the fact or reality of this gathering together happens.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural cardinal adjectives DUO and TREIS, connected by the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “two or three.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and first person singular adjective EMOS plus the noun ONOMA, which means “in My name.”

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name,”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which described the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of being there.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular adjective MESOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in their midst” or “in the middle of them.”

“I am there in their midst.’”
Mt 18:20 corrected translation
“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For where two or three are gathered together in My name,”

a.  Jesus continues with an explanation of His previous promise that if two of you agree on earth about any matter which they might ask, it will be done for them by My Father.


b.  The phrase “in My name” indicates that these are Christians gathering together and not just the religious leaders of a church.  The two or three believers can be any believers that gather for the purpose of worship or fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherever and whenever we gathered together for some purpose related to the Lord, He is there with us, interceding with the Father for us.


c.  Obviously this promise is not confined to just two or three believers.  It could be any number more than one.  The point is the agreement of the believers in their prayer request.  When the request is unselfish and in the will of God, then the Lord Jesus supports that request along with us.

2.  “I am there in their midst.’”

a.  Any matter will be done for two or three who gather to ask because Jesus is there with them.  And since He is with them, He is interceding in prayer for them.  And whatever our Lord asks of the Father, the Father does it for Him.


b.  The Lord Jesus can be in our midst and at the right hand of the Father at the same time, and as such can function as our high priest in intercession for us.  Not only is He with us to hear our prayer requests, but with us to guide and protect us.


c.  Notice that we have both God the Holy Spirit with us as our Helper, but the Lord Jesus Christ as well.  Both are not only in our midst, but indwell us.  There is never a time when they are not with us and in us.  We have the greatest of help, the greatest of security, the greatest of protection, and the greatest spiritual life from the filling of the Holy Spirit and the presence of the Lord.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “No doubt the primary application is to their prayer for the sinner of verses 15–17, but the principle of Jesus’ presence among His people, and therefore of the efficacy of their agreed request, can hardly be confined to that specific situation (even though it is not to be regarded as an automatic formula for success where prayers are agreed which are not compatible with the One in whose name they are uttered).”


b.  “God is of course omnipresent, but He is uniquely present in every Christian gathering as His Spirit indwells believers.  In context verse 20 assures God’s blessings on action properly taken to try to reconcile believers to one another.  Jesus implicitly equates Himself with God and promises His continuing spiritual presence in the church after His death.”


c.  “Two or three once again brings before the reader the smallest possible group.  The ‘name’ will stand for the person.  There, in that very place, He is in the middle of them.  The rabbis could say, ‘if two sit together and words of the Law (are spoken) between them, the Divine Presence rests between them’.  For Christians, the presence of Jesus is ‘the Divine Presence.’”
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