John 1:1
Matthew 17:7



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist middle participle of the verb HAPTW, which means “to touch.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice is an intensive/dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject (Jesus) in producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after touching.”

With this we have the objective genitive (or genitive direct object after verbs of touching) from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“And Jesus came and, after touching them, said,”
 is the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to rise up; to get up; to arise.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The passive voice is used in an active sense with the three disciples producing the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command—more of a directive than a command.  It is said kindly and gently.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative MĒ and the present passive imperative of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid.”


The present tense with the negative MĒ in the imperative mood demands the cessation of an action currently in progress.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “stop.”


The passive voice functions in an active sense with the disciples producing the action.


The imperative mood is a mild command.

“‘Rise up and stop being afraid.’”
Mt 17:7 corrected translation
“And Jesus came and, after touching them, said, ‘Rise up and stop being afraid.’”
No parallel to this statement is found in Mark or Luke.  
Explanation:
1.  “And Jesus came and, after touching them, said,”

a.  Matthew concludes this story with the action and words of Jesus to His three disciples on the mountain of transfiguration.  The verb ‘to come = Jesus came’ indicates that Jesus was not standing right next to the disciples when He was talking with Moses and Elijah and when the bright cloud overshadowed them.  He was far enough away from them that He had to take a few steps to come to them as they were prostrate on the ground.


b.  The Lord then did two things to bring them out of their current state of mind: He touched them, which implies a gentle touch rather than a hard push (like the gentle hand waking a child in the morning), and He spoke to them (this would have also been soft-spoken and not a harsh command.  There is no need for harshness by our Lord in this situation.

2.  “‘Rise up and stop being afraid.’”

a.  Jesus then issues two commands that are mild in tone and inflection.  Jesus is not angry, upset, agitated, or in any way stressed out by the words or actions of His disciples.  He just wants them to come back to a normal state of behavior and mental attitude.


b.  The directive to rise up brings them back to a normal state of behavior.  The directive to stop being afraid brings them back to a normal mental attitude.  They have done the right thing in prostrating themselves in the presence of God the Father.  But He is now gone and there is no need to continue being prostrate; therefore, the gentle directive to get up, stand up, rise up, get back on your feet.  This was probably said in conjunction with Jesus’ touch.


c.  The command to stop being afraid is necessary to restore the disciples’ normal thinking that they aren’t going to die, because God the Father was present and spoke to them personally.  There was nothing to be afraid of.  They were in the presence of Jesus and no one ever died in the presence of Jesus during His first advent.  People will die by the billions at His second advent, but no one died in His presence during His first advent.  God the Father was ‘gone’ (how can omnipresence be ‘gone’ is another divine mystery) and there was no need for the prostration or the fear.  The purpose of the transfiguration was complete and it was time to move on to other things—like going to Jerusalem.


d.  At this point we have to insert the comments of Mark and Luke.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The promise of Mt 16:28 had been fulfilled: Peter, James, and John had seen the glory of the Son of Man; they had heard the voice of God; they had seen the Kingdom of God manifest!  The transfiguration is a microcosm of Jesus’ second coming: the three apostles depict the people of this world who will see Him coming; Moses depicts the resurrected dead, and Elijah, the raptured people who return with Him”


b.  “We owe to Matthew the information that when the disciples were distressed in this way Jesus reassured them.  Matthew does not indicate why He did this, but the disciples had been through a very trying experience.  This human touch must have been very comforting.  They realized that the Master was still with them and that He felt for them.  He told them to get up and stop being afraid.  Clearly the wonderful episode had had its terrifying aspects, but it was now over and they must get on with the business of living.  Their experience on the mountain had doubtless been wonderful, both for what it was in itself (people do not usually experience such a close presence of God or hear his voice so audibly) and for what it told them about Jesus.”
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