John 1:1
Matthew 17:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “And behold, notice.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to become visible; to appear: appeared.”
  ‘They saw’ [per the NASB] is an incorrect translation, since the verb is in the singular and not the plural (they).  Moses and Elijah is the collective singular subject, who appeared (passive voice in an active sense).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice is used in an active sense.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper nouns MWUSĒS and ĒLIAS with a connective/additive conjunction KAI, meaning “Moses and Elijah.”

“And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb SULLALEW, which means “to talk: talking.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Moses and Elijah are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him.”

“talking with Him.”
Mt 17:3 corrected translation
“And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.”
Mk 9:4, “And Elijah appeared to them accompanied by Moses; and they were talking with Jesus.”
Lk 9:30-31, “And behold, two men were talking with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who, after appearing in glory, were talking about His departure, which He was about to fulfill in Jerusalem.”
Explanation:
1.  “And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,”

a.  Matthew continues the story but draws our special attention to what occurs next by use of the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold, notice, or pay attention.”


b.  Moses and Elijah suddenly appear to the disciples.  First, the disciples see Jesus in all the glory and splendor of His uniform of glory as He will appear at His second advent and during His millennial reign.  Then Luke tells us that these two men also appeared in glory, that is, in the uniform of glory—the same uniform worn by the Lord Jesus Christ.  We know this refers to how Jesus and all believers who come with Him will appear at His second advent, because Moses and Elijah are the two witnesses of the Tribulation, mentioned in Rev 11:3-12:

Rev 11:3, “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”

Rev 11:4, “These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.”

Rev 11:5, “Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.  And if anyone should desire to harm them, in this manner they must be killed.”

Rev 11:6, “These [two witnesses] have the power to shut the sky, so that rain may not fall during the days of their prophetic activity.  Furthermore they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the land [Palestine] with every plague [misfortune] as often as they desire.”

Rev 11:7, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.”

Rev 11:8, “And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.”

Rev 11:9, “And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will view their corpse for three and a half days.  Furthermore they did not permit their corpses to be placed into a grave.”

Rev 11:10, “And the inhabitants on the earth will rejoice over them, that is, they will both celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants on the earth.”

Rev 11:11, “And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them.  And then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.”

Rev 11:12, “And then they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here’.  And so they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies observed them.”


c.  Our Lord will have two great witnesses on the earth during the last half of the tribulation.  During the first half of the tribulation our Lord has the 144,000 Jewish witnesses.  During the last half of the tribulation, the Lord has two great witnesses with extraordinary power, authority, and the final message to mankind.


d.  Many biblical scholars say that the two witnesses are Moses and Elijah.  “In Mal 4:5–6, Elijah was expected to return as the forerunner of the coming Day of Yahweh.  He was expected to reconcile humankind (Mal 4:6).  In the early Christian community, Elijah was the acknowledged precursor of the Messiah (Mk 6:14–15; 8:27–28; Mt 16:13–14; Lk 9:7–8).  Jesus was thought to be Elijah by some (Mt 16:14), and John the Baptist was asked whether he was Elijah (Jn 1:21, 25).  Along with Moses, Elijah appears at Jesus’ transfiguration (Mk 9:4; Mt 17:3; Lk 9:30), suggesting a tradition of two messianic forerunners (Mk 9:4–5; Rev 11:3).”


e.  That one of these two witnesses is Elijah is stated directly by:



(1)  Mal 4:5, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”



(2)  Mt 17:10-13, “And His disciples asked Him, ‘Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?’  And He answered and said, ‘Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished [murdered him].  So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.’  Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.”



(3)  Also the duration of the drought in Rev 11:6 is the same as that under Elijah’s ministry, three and a half years.


f.  The arguments for one of the two being Moses are:



(1)  The fact that the archangel Michael argued with Satan over possession of the body of Moses (Jude 1:9) implies that God had need to use Moses’ human body again.  See Dt 34:5-6 for the death of Moses.



(2)  Moses and Elijah are together with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, Mt 17:3, suggesting that they are the two heralds prior to His second advent.



(3)  The similarity of the judgments inflicted by these two witnesses with the judgments pronounced by Elijah and Moses: fire from heaven, turning water into blood, smiting the earth with plagues.


g.  Two witnesses were required by God to validate the truthfulness or accuracy of one’s testimony.  Therefore, God raises up two witnesses to validate the truthfulness of His testimony to the world of unbelievers during the last half of the Tribulation.
2.  “talking with Him.”

a.  Moses and Elijah are having a conversation with Jesus, which indicates that there is certainly life after death (since dead men tell no tales).  Luke wrote that Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus about His coming death (Lk 9:31).  So it is also possible that they could have been encouraging Jesus to complete His first advent mission of going to the Cross.


b.  Since 2 Kg 2:11 says that Elijah was taken up into heaven by a chariot of fire, it is likely that Moses and Elijah came down from heaven to speak with Jesus.

c.  How the disciples recognized Moses and Elijah is not explained, since there were no pictures, portraits, or written descriptions of what they looked like.  Jesus may have introduced them or the Holy Spirit may have inspired this revelation to the disciples.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The presence of Moses and Elijah was significant. Moses represented the Law and Elijah the prophets.  All of the Law and Prophets point to Christ and are fulfilled in Christ (Lk 24:27; Heb 1:1).”


b.  “Moses and Elijah appeared from heaven in some visible form and talked with Jesus (thus demonstrating that conscious existence follows death).”


c.  “But why were Moses and Elijah chosen to be with Christ?  Moses had first brought God’s law to Israel.  Elijah was the first prophet of the prophetic age, thus, together, they represented the great Old Testament periods of revelation, the Law and the Prophets.  Moses spoke of a prophet like himself, so his presence testified that Jesus was that prophet; Elijah was the pre-announced forerunner of the Messiah, so his presence, too, testifies that Jesus is the Messiah.  Thus these two eminent witnesses confirmed that Jesus occupies the office of Messiah.”


d.  “The significance of Moses and Elijah [is that they are] the two whose ‘return’ was expected in connection with the Messianic age.  It may also be relevant that both Moses and Elijah in their God-given missions experienced rejection and suffering.”


e.  “The presence of Moses and Elijah had to do with the fact they were key representatives of the law and prophets, they lived through the two major periods of Old Testament miracles, they were key messianic forerunners whose return was often expected with the advent of the Messiah, and they were often believed never to have died but to have gone directly to God’s presence.”
  We know Moses died and the angel Michael fought with Satan over the dead body of Moses, so it could be resuscitated and used again in the Tribulation.

f.  “Matthew draws attention to the astonishing appearance of two great Old Testament figures, Moses and Elijah.  Matthew does not say how the apostles recognized them, but the important thing is not how they knew, but that it was these people who talked with Jesus and not someone else.  Moses, of course, was the great lawgiver, and Elijah an outstanding figure among the prophets.  The two represent a way of saying that the whole of the Old Testament revelation found its fulfilment in Jesus.  None of the conversation is recorded, though Luke tells us that it concerned Jesus’ death, which was soon to take place in Jerusalem.”


g.  “Moses stands at the head of Israel’s history, Elijah appears when Israel had declined, so that only 7000 were left who had not bowed to idolatry.  The appearance of these two with Jesus intended to assure the disciples that the death of Jesus was in perfect accord with the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah.  How did the disciples recognize Moses and Elijah?  The saints in heaven are at once known through heavenly intuition.  When God makes a revelation, He makes it fully by conveying to the beholder all that that person is to know.”
  [That speculation is as good as it gets.]
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