John 1:1
Matthew 17:23



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the ‘hands of men’ (the leaders of Israel and Rome) will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Son of Man.

“and they will kill Him;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the locative of time from the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective TRITOS plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “on the third day.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action of being raised.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact or reality.

“and He will be raised on the third day.’”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb LUPEW, which means “to be sad, sorrowful, or distressed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the adverb of degree or manner SPHODRA, meaning “exceedingly, extremely.”

“And they were extremely distressed.”
Mt 17:23 corrected translation
“and they will kill Him; and He will be raised on the third day.’  And they were extremely distressed.”
Mk 9:31-32, “For He was teaching His disciples and saying to them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered over into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after being killed, after three days He will rise up.’  However they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him.”
Lk 9:45, “However, they did not understand this statement; in fact it was concealed from them, in order that they would not comprehend it; and so they were afraid to ask Him about this statement.”
Explanation:
1.  “and they will kill Him;”

a.  The first part of this verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire statement now reads: “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men; and they will kill Him; and He will be raised on the third day.”


b.  Jesus continues His prophecy concerning Himself and the near future events that will take place.  The men to whom He will be delivered over (that is, those who arrest Him), will also kill Him.  Though the manner of death is not mentioned, there are only three possibilities: stoning, assassination, and crucifixion.  Part of the disciples’ failure to understand this statement (mentioned by Mark and Luke) is the fact that they believed He was divine and the Messiah, which meant to them that it was impossible for Him to be killed by anyone.  God cannot die, and neither can the Son of God.  And the Messiah was to establish a millennial kingdom, not die.

2.  “and He will be raised on the third day.’”

a.  In addition to being killed by men, Jesus predicts that He will be raised.  This raising is to be done by Someone other than Himself (the passive voice).  We now know that the agents of His resurrection are God the Father, who returned our Lord’s human spirit to His body in the grave (‘Father, into Your hands I deposit My spirit’), and God the Holy Spirit, who returned our Lord’s soul to His body in the grave from our Lord’s victorious proclamation to the ‘spirits in prison’ in Hades during the three days following His death.


b.  The phrase “on the third day” is not a contradiction with the phrase “three days and three nights.”  They are both describing the same period of time in two different ways.  Jesus spent three days and three nights in the tomb and was raised on the third day during the nighttime portion of that day.  We have to remember that Jewish time begins at sundown (about 6 p.m.) and Roman time begins at Midnight.  We also have to remember that Luke is writing to a Greek/Roman audience, Mark to a Roman audience, and Matthew to a mixed audience.


c.  The only basis for this fulfillment of prophecy from the Old Testament is the story of Jonah spending three days in the stomach of a great fish.

3.  “And they were extremely distressed.”

a.  Mark says “they did not understand this statement” and Luke adds that “it was concealed from them, in order that they would not comprehend it.”  Matthew focuses on their emotions.  The only thing they could distressed about was Jesus’ declaration that He would be arrested and killed.  They knew what rising from the dead meant.  They couldn’t be confused about what rising from the dead meant, because they had seen Jesus raise people from the dead (the son of the woman of Nain, for example).  And they certainly wouldn’t be distressed by Jesus saying that He would rise from the dead.

b.  What they did not understand and what was concealed from them was why the Son of God and the Messiah had to and would be arrested and die.  Jesus was divine.  Divinity cannot die.  Jesus is the Messiah.  The Messiah will establish a thousand year kingdom on earth.  These things cannot happen, if Jesus is who and what He says He is and has proven for three years.  It just didn’t make sense and God didn’t want it to make sense yet.


c.  Therefore, the disciples remain distressed and confused for the time being.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disciples were deeply grieved and were afraid to ask Him about it.”


b.  “Unlike before (Mt 16:21–23) this announcement of His death was not met by any recorded opposition from the disciples.  But they were filled with grief over the Lord’s words.  One wonders if they heard the complete message or simply the part about His death.”


c.  “The journey from Caesarea Philippi to Capernaum is only thirty miles, so probably took two days.  Two days of instruction on the topic of His death and resurrection may seem more than adequate; but if we recall the disciples’ circumstances, and the fact that they did not have the benefit of hindsight on the resurrection, we can appreciate their dilemma.  Was Jesus talking of a unique resurrection for Himself, or was He just talking of the general resurrection?  They must have thought the latter.  Having just been admonished for their little faith, their reluctance to ask for an explanation can be understood.  The Old Testament is silent on the Church Age which is founded on Jesus’ resurrection, and the disciples would have been trying to understand Jesus’ teachings within their knowledge of the Old Testament.”


d.  “The disciples are no longer overtly fighting the idea of Christ’s death, but understandably they are still not liking it.”


e.  “Jesus makes it plain that He is not facing some minor discomfort.  Those evil men will kill him, so He is facing the end of His life here on earth.  But that is not the end of the matter; on the third day he will be raised.  The third day is consistently said that that will be the day on which Jesus’ resurrection would take place.  Here, as often, He does not say that He will rise but that He will be raised, using the expression that brings out the action of the Father.  Jesus is in no doubt that He will die, but in no doubt either that death will not be the end.  The Father will raise Him, and that speedily; for it will be as early as the third day.  At that time the disciples were more impressed [concerned] by the words about death than by those about resurrection.  So Jesus’ words grieved them in much more than a slight degree.”


f.  “Jesus could not spare the disciples this sorrow; it would have been cruel to be silent and to give them no warning.  What they did not want to know, they actually did not understand.”
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