John 1:1
Matthew 17:21



‘But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.’

Explanation:
1.  Compare Mk 9:29b, “This kind is able to come out by nothing except by prayer.”
2.  Mt 17:21 is not found in any of the best ancient manuscripts.  It is a scribal addition, attempting to match the saying in Mk 9:29.  Matthew frequently leaves out statements found in Mark, and has done so here.  The added remark about ‘fasting’, which is not found in Mark’s statement is a clear indication of a scribal addition, in order to support the practice of fasting.


a.  This verse is omitted in the following manuscripts: Codex Sinaiticus* (the original handwriting of the first scribe to copy it), Codex Vaticanus, Codex (9th century), minuscule 33 (9th century), Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and Ethiopic and Georgian translations


b.  This verse is added in Codex Sinaiticus2 (handwriting of the second scribe [the corrector of the scriptorium)], Codex C, Codex D, and the vast majority of older texts and translations, including the Byzantine text.


c.  “Since there is no satisfactory reason why the passage, if originally present in Matthew, should have been omitted in a wide variety of witnesses, and since copyists frequently inserted material derived from another Gospel, it appears that most manuscripts have been assimilated to the parallel in Mk 9:29.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Verse 21 does not appear in several of the oldest and best manuscripts and was probably added to harmonize with a later form of Mk 9:29.  Even in Mark the original reading most likely referred only to prayer and not to fasting.”


b.  No other commentator mentions this verse, an indication that they did not consider it part of the original text.
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