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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat: ate”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the whole crowd produced the action of eating.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes continuous, past action without emphasizing its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that those who ate produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural cardinal adjective TETRAKISCHILIOI and the noun ANĒR, meaning “four thousand men.”

“Now those who ate were four thousand men,”
 is the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, conjunction KAI, and neuter plural noun PAIDION, meaning “besides the women and children.”

“besides the women and children.”
Mt 15:38 corrected translation
“Now those who ate were four thousand men, besides the women and children.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now those who ate were four thousand men,”

a.  Matthew concludes this episode in the same way he concluded the story of the feeding of the 5000 Jewish men.  He tells us that there were four thousand men involved in this eating.


b.  The fact we have the approximate number of men involved indicates that the people were probably organized and grouped by the disciples as previously described.  Why didn’t Matthew mention this grouping or organization into groups?  He did not need to do so, since he had already done so, and any reasonable person would recognize that some sort of organization had to take place to be able to ascertain this number.


c.  There is no spiritual significance to the number 4000.  It does suggest that everyone who wants to come into the kingdom of God may do so.  And the fact that the majority of these men were Gentile indicates a future ministry and evangelization of Gentiles and a much grander scale than currently exists.  This will play itself out in Paul’s ministry to Gentiles throughout the Roman Empire.

2.  “besides the women and children.”

a.  It wasn’t just men who came to see and hear Jesus, and stay for three days, because they couldn’t get enough of His teaching.  There were also wives, single women, and children.


b.  We are not told exactly how many woman and children were involved, but a normal family of four would result in a total number of 16,000 or more people involved in this miracle.  This means that each disciple was responsible for feeding about 1400 people.


c.  Notice that the offer of the kingdom was made to men, women, and children without distinction, prejudice, or partiality.  All were invited, and no one was rejected who believed.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We dare not limit Christ to any one nation or people.  The Gospel came ‘to the Jew first’ (Rom 1:16), but today is for all men in all nations.  ‘Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved’ (Rom 10:13).”


b.  “Consider the impact of this miracle on the Jews, particularly those who had hoped to pressure Jesus into continuing to feed them (Jn 6:22-59).  By this miracle Jesus demonstrated that His ability to provide food as and when He wished was fully intact, and therefore that His declining to feed Israel had a point.  Reports of this miracle by which Gentiles ate at His hand must have perplexed the Jews, and was surely intended to make them reconsider Jesus’ words, particularly His injunction to them to seek the bread that does not perish.  It also served notice on mankind that Israel’s special place in God’s favor was now extended to Gentiles.”


c.  “As in the story of the feeding of the five thousand, it is the number of men that is specified.  Matthew tells us that the number of adult males was four thousand men (this number is mentioned in the New Testament only with reference to this miracle and in Acts 21:38).  This was apart from women and children.  The last word is a diminutive and strictly means ‘little children,’ but there is no emphasis here on size.  Matthew is simply concerned to bring out that the number he has cited is that of adult males.”


d.  “The numbers mentioned in connection with both miracles are merely historical, and all efforts to give them an allegorical meaning have proved unsatisfactory.”
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