John 1:1
Matthew 14:33



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article HOI, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, meaning “in the boat.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those in the boat produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Then those in the boat worshiped Him, saying,”
 is the adverb of manner ALĒTHWS, meaning “Truly.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS plus the predicative nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “God’s Son.”  Finally, we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: You are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the permanent state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being God’s Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘Truly You are God’s Son!’”
Mt 14:33 corrected translation
“Then those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘Truly You are God’s Son!’”
Mk 6:51, “Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly astonished within themselves;”
Explanation:
1.  “Then those in the boat worshiped Him, saying,”

a.  Matthew tells us what happened after Jesus and Peter climbed back into the boat and the wind stopped, which means the waves also stopped.  The demonstration of the miracle of walking on water is finished, and so is the miracle of calming the wind and waves.  Jesus has demonstrated His mastery over the laws of nature and the effects of nature.


b.  The result of all Jesus has done in the past hour has proved beyond question that He is eternal God, the Son of God, and God incarnate.  Therefore, the twelve disciples worship Jesus as God.  Matthew does not say that they bowed down to Him, but there was nothing to prevent them from doing so.  The sea was calm and the boat was still.  They could assume any posture they so desired.  Regardless of their posture, their words spoke what was in their souls.

2.  “‘Truly You are God’s Son!’”

a.  The disciples all testify to the fact that Jesus was the Son of God.  This was tantamount to acknowledging that Jesus was the Messiah and God incarnate.  This is a universal acknowledgment that Jesus is divine.  There is no doubt in their minds that Jesus is divine, God incarnate, the Son of God, the Messiah, and they all testify to this fact.  This statement confirms that they all believe in the deity of Jesus.


b.  However, was Judas included or excluded in this statement.  Matthew doesn’t say.  Some commentators and Bible teachers use this passage as the affirmation that Judas was a believer, others do not.  Did Judas worship Jesus as God or did he just copy what the others were doing, in order that his unbelief would not be discovered?  Remember that even Satan and the demons acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, but this does not save them.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Peter knew that Jesus Christ was King over all nature, including the wind and the waves.  His word is law and the elements must obey.”


b.  “They prostrated themselves before Him in worship [the passage says nothing of them doing this; it can only be conjectured], wondering at His power.  Only now did it dawn on them that the miracle of the five loaves had been proof of His divinity [notice what Mark says, Mk 6:51-52, “Then He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly astonished within themselves; for they did not comprehend concerning the bread, but their heart was hardened.”], and they accorded Him the title, Son of God.  Finally, Jesus’ point had gone home; a select band of men had realized the truth—Jesus of Nazareth is indeed and in truth the Son of God.  This is the first time recorded in the Gospels that the twelve acknowledged Him as the Son of God.”


c.  “Mk 6:52, while jarringly different from Matthew’s conclusion and reflecting Mark’s emphasis on the disciples’ lack of understanding, is not contradictory.  Followers of Jesus regularly experience a combination of faith and doubt.  For now, however, Matthew wants to focus on the positive side of the disciples’ response and on the proper answer to the question of who Jesus is.”


d.  “Matthew rounds off the story with the effect all this had on the rest of the apostolic band.  The experiences made a profound impression; as a result they worshipped Jesus.  The verb denotes the worship that should be offered to deity and thus shows us the effect the incident had had on those who saw it all.  They gave utterance to what it all meant to them.  Truly is a strong affirmation of certainty.  They leave no room for doubt.  They affirm that Jesus is the Son of God, which means that they are putting Him in the highest place, though it is not easy to see precisely how they would have understood the expression at this time.  But at least they are saying more than that Jesus is one among many whose godliness entitles them to be classed as ‘sons of God.’  They are saying that Jesus is uniquely related to the one God.”
  And none of these commentators address the issue of Judas: did he also worship and acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God?  And if he did, did this save him?  Or is Judas just doing what Satan and the fallen angels do in acknowledging that Jesus is the Son of God?
� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 52). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 14:24–Jn 6:21). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 236). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (pp. 384–385). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.





2
2

