John 1:1
Matthew 13:42



 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb BALLW, which means “to throw; to cast.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the elect angels will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them,” referring to the tares/unbelievers.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KAMINOS with the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun PUR, meaning “into the oven/furnace of fire.”

“and will throw them into the furnace of fire;”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, which means “in that place” or “there.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will exist.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (weeping and gnashing) producing the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KLAUTHMOS, meaning “weeping; crying.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun BRUGMOS, meaning “gnashing; grinding of teeth because of pain.”
  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ODOUS, meaning “of teeth.”

“crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”
Mt 13:42 corrected translation
“and will throw them into the furnace of fire; crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”
Explanation:
1.  “and will throw them into the furnace of fire;”

a.  This verse continues the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather from His kingdom all scandalous things, and those producing lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; weeping and grinding of teeth will exist there.”


b.  The elect angels are still the subject of this action.  They are sent out from heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ to gather all the unbelievers still alive on earth at the end of the Tribulation and cast or throw them into the furnace of fire.  The furnace of fire is the compartment of Hades known as “Torments.”  It is where all unbelievers of history reside until the last judgment (the Great White Throne judgment).  This place is called “torment” by the rich man in the story of Lazarus and the rich man.  (Lk 16:23-24, “And in Hades, after lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham from faraway and Lazarus near his breasts.  And crying out he said, ‘Father Abraham, show mercy to me, and send Lazarus, in order that he might dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am being tormented in this flame.’”)


c.  When an unbeliever dies, they immediately go the compartment of Hades, called “Torment” or “Torments.”  They await there until they are brought before the Great White Throne for their judgment.  At that time they will be found guilty of blaspheme against the Holy Spirit for not believing His ministry of common grace and believing in Christ.  Then they are cast into the lake of fire, where they spend eternity.  The furnace of fire and the lake of fire are two different places.  The furnace of fire does not exist beyond the destruction of the present heavens and earth.  The lake of fire continues to exist forever.  Some theologians contend that the lake of fire is created by the thermonuclear destruction of the universe by God at the end of the Gog/Magog revolution, which ends our present history.

d.  All unbelievers of history go to Torments immediately upon death.  The exception is unbelievers still alive at the end of the Tribulation (“the end of the age”).  These unbelievers are taken alive into Torments, just as the unbelievers of the Korah rebellion in Num 16 were cast there, when the earth opened up and swallowed them.  Num 16:25-33, “Then Moses arose and went to Dathan and Abiram, with the elders of Israel following him, and he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.”  So they got back from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the doorway of their tents, along with their wives and their sons and their little ones.  Moses said, ‘By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these deeds; for this is not my doing.  If these men die the death of all men or if they suffer the fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me.  But if the Lord brings about an entirely new thing and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that is theirs, and they descend alive into Sheol, then you will understand that these men have spurned the Lord.’  As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them split open; and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men who belonged to Korah with their possessions.  So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly.”

2.  “crying and grinding of teeth will exist there.”

a.  The Lord adds a description of the horribleness of this compartment of Hades.  There are two major characteristics of this place.  It is a place of crying and it is a place of gnashing or grinding of one’s teeth.  Both characteristics exist there for every inhabitant.  It is also a place of painful burning and incredible thirst, as we see from other passages.


b.  The Greek word KLAUTHMOS is used for both weeping and crying.  Crying is certainly a more intense expression of grief and agony than weeping.  The conditions of existence in Torments suggest that the pain and agony will produce crying rather than weeping.  There is nothing ‘gentle’ about being in this place, and weeping clearly indicates less pain than crying.  By being in Torments a person obviously has something to cry about.  Weeping just doesn’t quite communicate the intensity of the suffering.


c.  The gnashing or grinding of teeth is something a person does for two reasons: (1) they are in great pain and biting down is all they can do to try and withstand the pain; and (2) it is an expression of great frustration.  The frustration comes to the unbeliever in knowing that God exists, they are sinners, God had a plan to save them, and offered them eternal salvation from this existence because He loved them, and they ignored Him and rejected the gracious offer of salvation.  They will forever remember that they were offered eternal salvation from this situation and they rejected that salvation.  They will be forever frustrated, knowing that they chose this eternal existence rather than God’s offer of heaven.  They will forever be reminded that they chose this existence of their own free will and were not ignorant of the consequences of their bad decision.  Frustration and crying will be their eternal existence as the thirst and hurt from the unending torment.  If that doesn’t motivate us to evangelize our family and friends nothing will ever motivate us.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew frequently mentioned this reaction to judgment (Mt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30), and Luke mentioned it once (Lk 13:28).  Each time it is used, it refers to judgment on sinners before the Millennium is established. ‘Weeping’ suggests sorrow and grief (emotional agony of the lost in hell), and grinding of one’s teeth speaks of pain (physical agony in hell).”


b.  “The image of the furnace of fire derives from the parable itself; it is not in its own right a New Testament image for hell (though fire alone is, of course, often so used).”


c.  “Jesus promises painful punishment for those who reject Him.”


d.  “In words reminiscent of Dan 3:6 Jesus speaks of the fate of the lawless ones.  The angels will cast them into the furnace of fire, which fits in with other passages using the imagery of fire for the final destination of the wicked.  In that place (there) there will be misery, symbolized by the specification of weeping and grinding of teeth. This expression…leaves no doubt about the unhappiness of the final state of the lost.”
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